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S 1X, 
HOUGH you | have often made me 
ſtrong Profeſſions of Friendſhip, and 
| expreſſed a generous Concern or my 

Sufferings, yet for certain Reaſons I 
ſhall not prefix your Name at Length to the fol- 
lowing Account of ſome #4#s, which I conceive 
it proper every Engliſhman ſhould be made ac- 
2 uainted with, that he may judge how far he is 
ſecure in his Liberty and Property, againſt any 
Attempt which may be made upon them by any 
Fenſon whatever, who is his Fellow - Subject. 
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I kay formerly ſome Inclination to have 
been a Member of your, Houſe, and humbly 
hope, that my Birch, my Fortune, and Educa- 

tion, made this my Ambition not an unwarrant- 
able one. I was firmly perſuaded, that I could 
have done my Country an important Piece of 
ervice, by improving a certain Branch of her 
Commerce to- ſuch a Degree, as would have 
gained her at leaſt half a Million yearly. I ven- 
ture to ſpeak a little poſitively on this Head, 
becauſè what I had to propoſe was approved 
by the late Earl of Hallifax, and would have 
Cheen executed, had that able Miniſter lived; who 
cunderſteod Trade better than any Man of Qua- 
lity in Great Britain. Jo render to his Memo- 
ry what is juſtly due to it, I muſt frankly own, 
that he firſt gave me the noble Hint; which I had 
-afterwards ſome very particular Opportunities of 
working upon, and (I think) of improving. 
AE RTAIN Great Man, now living, who is ſaid 
to have made many a Member of Parliament, 
thought me once ſo well qualified to be one, that 
he aſſured me, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, I 
ſhould be the very firſt Man in England he would 
bring into your Houſe. When for ſome Reaſons, 
which I could never yet perſuade this Honourable 
"Perſon to tell me, he thought proper to break 
the ſolemn Promiſe he had made me, I refolved 
to try what I could do for myſelf. To be plain, 
Sir, I took the Method which I am afraid too 
many Gentlemen of late Years have been obliged 
to take, when they offer their Service to a Bur- 
rough; a'Method which I am far from think- 
ing right in itſelf, and which I ſincerely hope 
the late excellent Bill againſt Bribery and Cor- 
£ N ruption 
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ruption will put an End to. My ſeveral At- 


tempts to get into the Houſe, coſt me between 


four and five thouſand Pounds. I had once taken 
off all Oppoſition; and | muſt have infallibly 
ſucceeded more than once, if there had not been 
the moſt extraordinary Methods made uſe of to 


oppoſe me. In ſhort, from what I know; and 


have ſeen, I am at preſent fully convinced, that 
if I ſhould ſtand for any Burrough in England, 
and fifty thouſand Pounds would keep me out, 
that Sum (monſtrous as it is) would be laid out 
to oppoſe me. Ait. . [4 Eo xp * muy ; | _— 17 (3 
ISE ALL. not here endeavour to determine, whes 


ther, or no, it was reſolved to ruin me, that 1 


might be incapable ever to fit in an Houſe of 
Commons; but the Manner in which J have been 
ruined, has heen thus: 2s... 

I nave. been forced into a great Number of 


Law-Suits, which Nothing I could do or offer 


was able to avoid. Theſe Law-Suits have been 
carried on againſt me, under the Names / of Per- 
ſons who are notoriouſly; known to be worth 
Nothing; who are notoriouſly known to be inca- 
pable of raiſing ſuch a Sum of Money as has 
been ſpent againſt me under their Names in one 
ſingle Term. When by theſe Means I have been 
forced, much againſt my Will, into Courts of 
Juſtice, I have been treated there, however it 


has happened, with more Severity than ever any 


Engliſhman was before in the ſame Circumſtances 
with myſelf, In ſhort, . Nothing is more plain 
and demonſtrable, than that my Adverſaries 


muſt have been ſupported by a powerful Purſe. 


I will not take upon me to affirm, who the Man 
is that has ſupported them, nor with what De- 
T 7 ſign 
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ſign he has done ſo: Thus much J cannot help 
ſaying, That if it is a certain Perſon, (whom I 
have Reaſons, ſtrong Reaſons to believe it is,) 
I could convince the World, that there is not 


this Day upon Earth, a Man who can excel him, 


either i in Cruelty or Ingratitude. 
Txouon I have been often challenged, and 


provoked in the moſt abuſive Language by a 


certain Set of Writers, to enter into ſome of the 
Particulars of thoſe Hardſhips J complained of, 
I have hitherto remained filent. J was appre-- 
henſive, that they were flinging out a Bait on 
Purpoſe for me, with which, if I had been 
taken, their Patron himſelf, either in his on 
Name, or the Name of ſome other Perſon, 
would have endeavoured to get my juſt Defence 
interpreted into a Libel, and have added to the 
Weight of all thoſe tender Mercies, of which I 
oy already ſo plentifully taſted. I am, per- 
ps, at laft falling into So mean and wicked 
I which has been long laid for me; but be 
that as it will, a certain Accidem has determined 
me to lay before my Country, at leaſt ſome 
few Particulars of the Uſage have met with. 
Tux Accident I mean was thus: 

I 4D not long ſince the Happineſs to paſs an 
Evening with an old Acquaintance, who is at 
preſent an Ornament to the Profeſſion of the 
Law. Our Diſcourſe happened at laſt to fall 
upon my Misfortunes, of which I gave him 
ſome Account. When he had heard me, with 
a good” deal of Attention, he broke oat, as 
nearly as I can remember, into the following 
Words; You have told me fuch Things, as I could 
never have believed, had 1 _— them from any 
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other Perſon. I do believe what you ſay, becauſe 
T knew your dam your Education,” and have 
now been acquainted with you for ſo many Tears; 
but you may depend upon it, that if you | ſhould hap- 
pen to die, ſome Things which you bave told me 
are ſo Horrid ! fo monftrouſly Wicked! that no 
Man will ever believe you could be opprefled and 
treated in ſuch a Manner, as I am now fully ſa- 
tisfied you have really been. . | 1 5 
I rave often reflected upon my old Friend's 
Words: I believe he is right; I believe I have 
ſuffered ſuch Things, as no Body would credit, if 
I was not in a Condition to prove what I af- 
fert. I do not take myfelf to be a long-lived 
Man; and if I die under any of thoſe Diſorders 
I have lately contracted, I rake myſelf to be as 
much murdered by that Man, whoever he is, 
who has been the Caufe of the cruel Uſage 1 
have received, as if he had actually procured me 
to be aſſaſſinated. If in the next World there 
is an Inquifition for Blood, I am fully perſuaded 
my Innocent Blood will reſt upon him and his Fa- 
mily. My Hopes and Belief that the Matters 


fo f Fat which I ſhall lay before you, may give 


ou, or ſome other Patriot, an Hint for the 
1 ſecuring the Liberties and Properties of 
your Fellow - Subjects, have chiefly determined 
me to write this ines | | 
Bo r another Reaſon for my applying to is, 
That Ihave not only been 3 Jo Robbed | 
of fuch Papers as concern my Private Affairs, 
but of others which might have been of Service 
to the Publick, ſome of which I had fully de- 
termined to have laid before Your Houſe, and 
which, I fhall venture to fay, contain fome Par- 
C Ticulars, 
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ticulars, well worth the Peruſal of the Repre- 


ſentatives of their Country. 9 

IBELIEVRE no Man in England. had very late- 
ly ſo valuable a Collection as my ſelf of Original 
Lelters from ſome of the. pine" Perſons this 


Age has produced, and upon Subjects of the 
moſt delicate Nature. I had a conſiderable Num- 


ber of Letters all wrote by the late King il. 


liam, with his own Hand; a. great many Let. 
ters of the late Lord — 8, the late Ear! 
of Halliſax s, the late Marquis of Jharton's, 


the two laſt Great Earls of Sunderland, the late 
Lord Stanbope's, the late Lord Oxford's, the 
late Mr. Addiſon's, the late Lord Bolingbroke” 85 
and the preſent Sir Ro BERT WALYOL E'sH; 
with ſeveral others. How I came. by theſe Let- 
ters, it is not at preſent neceſſary to mention : 
I ſhall only aſſure you, that I ſpared neither 
Ceſt nor Pains to make the Collection. I have 


been robbed of a great Number of theſe Let- 


ters, which might have been made both uſeful 
and amuſing to the Publick : Some of them by 
8000 Fortune I have preſerved ; and theſe, if 1 


can keep them, may perhaps ſee the Light at 


a proper Time, and with a proper Explanation, 
I HoPx none of my Countrymen will be fo 
weak as to imagine, they are no ways concerned 
in the Contents of the following Sheets, be- 
cauſe they chiefly relate to ſuch Oppreſſions as 
J have ſuffered: No Man can tell how ſoon my 
Caſe may come to be his own. And however 
art hes J am, the ſame Methods which have 
been taken to ruin me (if they paſs Uncenſured, 
and Unexpoſed) may one Day be employed to 
deſtroy the Beſt and moſt Valuable Men in Great 
Britain, THrart 
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Tu wiſe and generous People, the ancient 
EKomans, were ſo jealous of the Leaſt Attempts 


upon their Liberties and Properties, that when- 
ever they ſaw one of their Fellow-Citizens or- 
Preſſed in an extraordinary Manner, they imme- 
diately made his Caſe their own, and reſented 
the Injuries he had ſuffered, juſt as much as if it 
had been offered to themſelves. © 
Tarquin the Proud, loſt his Crown, and the Name 
of a King, became odious tothe Romans, for an In- 
jury done by his Son to a Private Citizen of Rome. 
Appius the Decemvir, after he had long played 
the Tyrant in his high Poſt, loſt both that and 
his Life together, for making an Attempt on 
the Property of one Virginius, a poor Plebeian, 
from whom he endeavoured to take his Child. 
THe Fate of this Appius was ſo very remark- 


able, that I ſhall give my Readers a ſhort Ac- 


count of it. 


Appius was a Senator of Rome: He was a 
bold and confident Speaker; and as he wanted 
neither Words, nor Aſſurance, was always one 
of the foremoſt to give his Opinion in the Se- 
nate; ſo that at laſt, he became a leading Mem- 
ber in that Aſſembly. His many plauſible Ha- 
rangues in the Defence of Liberty, gave the 
People ſo good an Opinion of him, that by 
their Votes they made him Head of the Col- 
lege of Decemvirs, or, in other Words, the Fir/t 
Miniſter, and Chief Magiſtrate of the Common- 
wealth. For ſome little Time he made a Modeſt 
Uſe of his Power, affected the moſt popular Be 
haviour, and was ready to procure Speedy Fuſtice 
for the meaneſt Plebeian; till having formed a 

Party 
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Party, and convinced them that it ſhould be their 


; 


[Intereſt to ſtand by him on all Occaſions, and 
againſt all Oppoſition, he acted like a moſt wick- 
ed abandoned Tyrant, and as the Head of thoſe 
Conſpirators, who for their own Intereſts had re- 
ſolved to deſtroy the Publick Liberty. He ſtill kept 
up, indeed, the Form, and the ſolemn Appearance 
of Juſtice; but this was nothing more than acting 
a Farce, to delude the Vulgar. The Magi- 
ſtrates before whom all Cauſes were heard, were 
the Creatures of Appius, owed their Preferment 
to him, and feared his Frown. So that though 


Appearances were ſaved, and ſome plauſible 


Reaſons often given for their Determinations, 
yet every Man who came before them was ſure 
to loſe or gain his Cauſe, as he was known to 
be more or leſs engaged in the Intereſts of Appius. 
_ * Favour and SELF-INTEREST (ſays the 
% Abbot Vertot) fat in the Place of Law and 


* JusTict: Appius and his ¶Afociates employed 


their whole Power and Intereſt to revenge 
© themſelves upon their Private Enemies; and 
© reckoned all Men to be ſuch; who would not 
ätamely ſubmit to be their Slaves. 1 ir 

Tux chief and faſteſt Friends of Appius, were 
at firſt a profligate Part of the Nobility : At 
the Expence of the Publick, he ſupplied theſe 
neceſſitous Patricians with the Means to ſupport 
their Pride and Luxury. His Power at laſt 
grew ſo great, and ſeemed to be ſo firmly eſta- 
bliſhed; that ſeveral Senators, who had till now 
preſerved a tolerable Reputation, and were once 
thought to have been much above ſo baſe a 
Compliance, condeſcended to become his Crea- 
tures, and to be employed in his moſt 7255 

obbs, 
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LIBERTY and Pr 9 
Jobbs. Among theſe was Lucius Cornelius, à 
Man ſubtle and eloquent, who, in reality, cared 
for nothing but his Intereſt, but was able to lay 
che [faireſt Colours upon the hlacteſt Villaintes. 
Even thoſe Senators who diſdained to join in 
the Meaſures” of Appius, dreaded his Power. 
Unable to bear the Sight of what was daily 
done in Rome, and deſpairing to ſee a Change, 
they threw up the Care of Publick Affairs, and, 
with broken Hearts, either retired to their 
Country Houſes, or went and ſettled among 


the Lalines and Hernici. The People of Rome 


ſaw too late into how wretched a Degree of 
Slavery they were fallen, but knew not how to 
help themſelves. Appius had all the Appear- 
ances of a Legal Authority on his Side. He 
was the irt Miniſter in the Commonwealth, and 
poſſeſſed of a Poſt, conferred upon him by their 
own Votes, which gave him a Power of en- 
riching or deſtroying almoſt whom he pleaſed. 
He knew himſelf hated by every good and 
virtuous Man; and therefore dreaded a War, 
which would have obliged him to put Arms 
into the Hands of the People. Though Rome 


| was harraſſed and inſulted on all Sides by her 


Enemies, he raiſed no other Forces than a 
Body of Troops, entirely devoted to himſelf, 
with which he garriſoned the Capitol, and kept 
the City in awe. He introduced a luxurious 
Way of Living, unknown to the Romans till 
this time. The Citizens of moderate Fortunes, 
who had now more Occaſions for Money than 
ever, and no Supplies from any Foreign Cork. 
queſts, as they had before, ſoon lay at the Mercy 
of their Creditors, The publick Priſons be- 

C came 
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came ſo thronged with unhappy Debtors, that 


Appius was forced to build New Dungeons. In 
the mean time, he himſelf ſwept the Streets of 
Rome with a numerous Train of mercenary De- 
pendants : He lived in Luxury and Feaſting; 
and in the midſt of a Banquet, among his own 
Creatures, by way of Jet on thoſe unhappy 
Men whom he had forced to plunge themſelves 
into Debt, would often, with a barbarous Irony, 
call the New Dungeons he had built, he Houſes 
and Abodes of the Romans. 
Tos Nations who had hitherto ſubmitted 
to the Roman Power, deſpiſed now the Orders 
that were ſent them, and ſcorned to acknow- 
Jedge a People for their Maſters, who were 
themſelves become the Slaves of their Fellow- 
Citizen. The qui, the Sabines, and the La- 
tines, made Incurſions with Impunity quite up 
to the very Gates of Rome. The People looked 
upon theſe Inſults with great Indifference and 
Unconcern: Whenever they talked with Free- 
dom to one another, they declared, That if they 
muſt be Slaves, it was of no manner of Conſe- 
quence who were their Maſters. Some of them 
made no Scruple to affirm, That of the two, they 
would rather chuſe to live under the Government 
of the Sabines, than the Adminiſtration of Appius. 
The Enemies to the Roman State proceeded at 
laſt to ſuch unparalleled Inſults, that the City 
daily expected a Scige, . and Appius found it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for him to raiſe an Army: 
He enrolled the People, and obliged them to 
take the Field, under the Command of ſuch 
Leaders as he had placed over them. The 
Roman Army, when they came to engage their 
_ : OY Enenues, 
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Enemies, inſtead of exerting their wanted Cou- 
rage, ſuffered themſelves to be defeated. They 


dreaded nothing ſo much as obtaining a Vietory, : 


which 'they imagined might give ſome. Credit 
to the Meaſures "of Appius, and confirm him in 
his Adminiſtration. The News of their Defeat 
was received by the People at Rome with much 
more Joy, than they uſually expreſſed upon the 
Tidings of a Victory. To this miſerable Con- 
dition was the Commonwealth reduced by one 


i Man's inſatiable Thirſt after Power and Thes, 
At laſt, his making a baſe Attempt upon the 


Property of a poor Plebeian, named Vi irginius, 
put an End to his Tyranny. Appius, to pleafe 
his Letchery, had a mind to deprive this Man 
of his Daughter, a Girl of fourteen Years of 
Age : He durſt not take the Child from her 
Father by Force; and therefore reſolved to exe- 
cute his Deſign by the Help of that Maſt, 
under which the greateſt Villainies the World 
ever yet ſaw have been committed, He re- 
ſolved to rob Virginius of his Child under” the 
formal and plauſible Pretence of executing pub- 
lick Fuſtice: He got one Claudius to ſet up a legal 
Title to the poor Girl, and bring an A bn 
againſt Virginius for his Child. By the Laws of 
Rome, the Children of all Slaves belonged to 
their Maſters. Claudius affirmed That this Girl 
was born in his Houſe, and was the Child of 
one of his Female Slaves, who ſtole her from 
him; and to conceal her Theft, pretended to be 
delivered of a dead Child: That he had diſco- 
vered ſhe ſold this Girl to the Wife of Virginius, 
who being barren, and uneaſy at having no 
Child, had made her paſs for her on Daughter. 
C 2 He 
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\ 
Ie added, That he could prove every Particular 
which he aſſerted by undeniable Teſtimonies. 
Claudius had, in Fact, got Witneſſes. ready to 
Twear what he bid them; and among the reſt, one 
of his Female Slaves, who was to confeſs, that ſhe 
was the true Mother of Virginius's Daughter. 


This Law Suit made a good deal of Noiſe in 


| dame: Appius had the conſummate Impudence 
and Hypocriſy, to pretend to act in Favour of 
the Defendant Virginius. He obliged. Claudins 
the Plainiif to give up ſome Points before the 
Trial, which he confeſſed in Strictneſs of Law, 
he had a Right to inſiſt upon. At laſt the Cauſe 
was brought to a ſolemn and publick Hearing 
in the open Forum. After all the Witneſſes on 
either Side had been fully examined, 7udgment 
was pronounced with the utmoſt Formality, and 
in a Set Speech from the Tribunal of Juſtice, 


it was declared, upon the whole, That the 


Plaintiff in the Action had a legal and undoubt- 


to the Girl in Diſpute : Claudius 


ed 770 | 

gained his Cauſe, and Virginius loſt his Daughter.* 
The People, however, were not quite ſo blind 
and ſtupid, as not to perceive, ' that Claudius 
could hardly have carried Things in the Man- 
ner he did, if he had not been ſapported by 
ſame powerful Intereſt: They even ſuſpected 
from ſome Circumſtances, that no leſs a Man 
than Appius himſelf was at the Bottom of the 
Buſineſs; and were highly enraged to think 
that they had been mocked and impoſed upon 


1 * 
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hy the ſpecious Appenrance, of public Fuſtice. 
„ Every Ma made the Caſe of poor I irginius his 
> JF own; and loſt all Patience, when he reflected, 
> 3 that (thoſe very Las, which It: was pretended 
were deſigned = ſecure his Property, were made 


the Iaſtruments to deſtroy it. 
| In ſhort, the whole City was in a Tami? g 
: The Romans had an Army in the F eld; the 
[Camp was but four Miles from the City: Yir- 
. | 


ginius flew thither, and with a Sort of Zloquence, 

with which his Grief furniſhed, him, laid his 
, 3 Cale before the Soldiers. Thoſe brave, Fellows, 
> _ though they had been raiſed and ſubſiſted by the 

wicked Appius, 1 immediately remembered t 
were all Romans; and upon this generous Prim 
ciple, reſolved to. procure Fuſiice for their Fel- 
low-Citizen : They tore up their Enfigns from 
the, Ground, and leaving thoſe Officers which 
had been placed over them by Appius, marched 
directly towards Rome with 5 own Centu- 
rions, and Virginius at their Head. The News 
of their March, and the Occaſion of it, flew 
before them to the City; and never was an Ar- 
my received with the like Joy, when they came 
back from the moſt glorious Victory: All the 
Streets and Buildings of Rome were filled with 
its Inhabitants, to ſee the Soldiers paſs, along; 
while nothing was heard, but Shouts and Excla- 
mations of Down c the Tyrant, Down with 
- © the wicked Appius: Let us be no longer Slaves 
\ 3 Tan remember. hal we arg Romans, The Sol- 
„ diers, with a Diſcipline and Moderation which 
Cannot be too much admir'd, marched through 
the City without offering the leaſt Violence to 
any Man, or once ſtirring from their Ranks, 


though 
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though they often joined in the Acclamations of 
the People: They encamped upon Mount Aven- 
line, and from thence ſent Word to Appius, that 
it was expetted he ſhould lay doton his Office. 
The Senate was' immediately convened. Appius 
by diſpoſing of Places and Money in a proper 
Manner, had hitherto conſtantly fecured a Ma- 
jority in that Aſſembly ; but the Crime of which 
he was now accuſed appearing too monſtrous to 
be defended, many of his old Friends left him; 
ſo that th& Senate, as well as the Army and the 
People, inſiſted upon it, That he ſhould lay down 
that Poſt which had hitherto ſcreened all his Ac- 
tions from being enquired into; and that he 
ſhould anſwer as a- Private Man to what could 
be objected againſt him. He found now that 
all Reſiſtance would ſignify nothing; and the 
Romans with infinite Pleaſure, ſaw him come 
into the Forum, and publickly reſign his Poſt. He 
was no ſooner diveſted of his Power, than he 
was accuſed, and brought to his Trial by Virgi- 
nius. It was proved upon him, even to a De- 
monſtration, that he was at the Bottom of the 
Action which was brought againſt that unhap- 
py Plebeian. Claudius confeſſed, That in all 
his Proceedings he had been adviſed and ſup- 
ported by Appius, and had only lent his Name 
to ſcreen and cover that wicked Miniſter. In 
ſhort Appius ſuffered Death, a Puniſhment due 
to an hundred ſeveral Crimes which he had com- 
mitted while he was in Power, and could com- 
mand the publick Treaſury. The moſt notorious 
Accomplices of his wicked Adminiſtration were 
ſoon after brought to their ſeveral Trials, and 
either put to Death, or baniſhed. The Eſtates 
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they had acquired by Rapine and Corruption, 
were all confiſcated, and-publickly ſold. The 
- Produce of them was put by the Qyeſtors into 
the Pudlick Treaſury. Thus Rome recover'd her 
Liberty. The Joy of the People at this ſudden 
and unexpected Change of Affairs can hardly be 
expreſſed; it was too big for Utterance, No- 
thing was more common than to ſee two gene- 
rous Romans meet in the Forum, run into each 
other's Arms, ſhed a Shower of Tears, and part 
again without being able to ſpeak a Word. 
Tux People of Rome now ſent out their Ar- 
mies againſt their victorious Enemies; and ſoon 
convinced all their Neighbours, That though they 
diſdained to conquer while they thought a Vic- 
tory would have confirmed Appius in his Admi- 
niſtration, and their own Slavery, yet that when 
once they were in the full Poſſeſſion of Things 
worth defend ing, viz. of Liberty and Property, 
they were not to be conquered. In a Word, 
the Arms of Rome were every where victo- 
rious, till at laſt ſhe. became the Miſtreſs of the 
World. 4 Ro OR 


I 


I nav told this Story to no other End, 
than to ſhew after what Manner the Roman Se- 
nate, People, and Army, thought proper to 
reſent the Injuſtice done to a poor Plebeian, their 
Fellow-Citizen. To this their extream Jea- 


3 ee e nnn 
... ˙ EI —_ 


: louſy of having the leaſt Encroachment made 
on the Property of any private Man, was plain- 
ly owing the Preſervation of their Liberties ;. and 
that all Foreigners came to eſteem it ſo high 


4 Favour to be admitted into the Number of 
Roman Citizens. f 
Ir 
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Ir any Nation upon Earth ought to dread 
he having a bad Precedent made in a Caſe of 
Ze and Property, Jam humbly of Opinion, 
that the Eugliſß more eſpecially ought to do ſo. 
To ſpeak plainly, I am afraid that our Pro- 
ceedings at Late have been often too much in- 
fluenced by one bad Precedent and that a Fudge 
and Jury have thought it a ſufficient Defence of 
very extraordinary Actions, if they could but 
prove that ſomething of che like kind (which 
paſſed uncenſured) was done before in a Caſe 
of the ſame Nature. 

'T BELIEveE it might be ſhewn, "I the Pro- 
ceedings againſt a poor Wretch, whom no body 
thought Rh minding, or worth defend ing, 
have been afterwards quoted and taken for Law, 
in the Caſes of People of a much higher Rank, 
and who once imagined themſelves not at all 
concerned at whatever became of him. 
From this Digreſſi ion, I. proceed to give fore 
Account of my Sufferings. 

FTE ſeveral Methods taken t oppteſs we, 
and the Lau- Suits which have been ſtirred up 
againſt me, are almoſt numberleſs; bur I reſolve 
to confine my ſelf in the following Sheets to the 
Uſage I have met with from a certain Pair'of 
| Brothers ; and to ſuch Proceedings only as have 
been carried on againſt me under their Names. 

I concrive I have an undoubted Right to 
lay the Behaviour of theſe two Brethren before 
the World, ſince the youngeſt of them, the 
Clergyman, thought proper to fall upon me firſt 
in the Publick News Papers, and to appear as 
the Champion both for 3 and his _ 
ther. 
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I wouLD not willingly do this Gentleman the 
leaſt Wrong; and I Gall therefore be ſo {4/ to 
him, as to let the Publick ſee whatever he has 
thought proper to ſay in the Defence either of 
his Brother or himſelf. 4: 

In the Appendix to my Book, intitled, A Lei- 
ter to the King of Sparta, (which has made ſome 
Noiſe in the World,) that I might clear my ſelf 


from the Character Mr. Wal/ingham had given 
me of a litigious Man, and ſhew my Readers in 


what Manner I had Law-Suits forced upon me, 


I thought proper to print the Caſe between the 


9790 


/ 


Reverend Mr. William Piers and me. I did 
nothing more than barely print the State of my 
Caſe, as J had given it in long before to the moſt 


Honourable the Houſe of Lords. My Letter to the 
King of Sparta drew the whole Band of Mercena- 


ries upon me: The great Mr. Nrict D' pres himſelf 
appeared at their Head, and led them on. But this 
little Army not gaining ſo comp / 
their Patron probably expected from them, the Re- 
verend Mr. William Piers was perſuaded to mount 


leat a Victory as 


the Stage, or at leaſt to ſuffer his Name to be 
put to what Mr. Walſingbam wrote for him. I 


am well aſſured, and the Reader will eaſily ſee, 
that the j7/ Letter in the following Collection, 
Was not wrote by the Reverend Mr. Pier: The 
(ſecond Letter, to which his Name is put, ſeems to 


have been wrote by him and his Aſſociate toge- 
ther. But in his two laſt Letters, his Help-mate 
(who perhaps began to grow weary of his Com- 
pany) has fairly left the Reverend and Charitable 
Divine to ſhift for himſelf. I am pretty well 
acquainted with his Stile, and am fully convinced 
that thoſe two Letters are entirely his own. 
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ABOUT eight Months after the Publication of 


my Letter to the King of Sparta, the following 


Epiſtle firſt appeared in ſeveral News-Papers. I 


have taken it from the Daily Poft of June 12. 
1731. | ee e T9840 161 2 


25 the Author of tbe Daily Poſt. 


EWR. 


cc 


<c 


60 
(e 
cc 
cc 


H E Remoteneſs of my Abode, my Ad- 
 vancement in Years, and my general 
Unconcern about Controverſial Points, have 
been the Occaſion of this tardy Endeavour 
to undeceive the World, and do Fuſtice to my- 


TT is but lately a Book has fallen into my 


Hands, entitled, A Letter to Cleomenes King 
of Sparta, written by Euſtace Budgell Eſq; © 
As the Concerns which my ill Fate has drawn 


me into with this Gentleman, induced me to 
a Peruſal of this notable Piece, I could not but, 
with extraordinary Attention and Surprize, 
remark that Part of it which he calls 4 


True State of his Caſe ; and as I am, perhaps, 
the Only Perſon capable of detecting the Fal/- 
hoods and Prevarications contained therein, I 
think myſelf obliged to give ſome Anſwer to 


it. 


To ſet forth a juft Repreſentation of his 
| Cafe, I ſhould be forced to ſtate it over again; 


but this I at preſent forbear, being convinced, 


that a Law-Caſe, ſtated in all its Circum- 
ſtances, and clear'd, as T74th requires, from 


all the Fucus of Oratory, would be tedious, 


7 ; 1 es Y 8 n r 5 1 8 r i 225 L 
5 f 2 of þ? 8 Yo Fes 2 n ND 2 4 9 8 3 fi DT > 8 be: n : wy Gs. Fs r 9 
1 1 . * ws * %. p ea KD ö 8 5 = 1 — woe ae "a 
Wa . E ͤ T DE Son Mans To RYE 4 Ag IE n N - . q ö 9 r 
IT e eee ee eee ee To 3 r IR r 


_ 


LIBERTY and PROPERTY. 19 


© dry, and unprofitable to the Reader. Nor 
* am ] yet ſenſible, that Mr. Budgell is of Im- 
* portance. enough to intereſt the World in his 
ß5brivate Affairs. I have been inform'd, in- 
5 deed, that he has endeavour'd to make him- 
«© ſelf conſiderable at Court: But his Behaviour 
* © was ſo far from anſwering his Aim, that he 
drew on himſelf the Inputation of a Diſorder ; 
© ** which, if true, would be the beſt Apology he 
„ can make for his Deviation from Truth. 
Perhaps then it may be ſufficient. at this 
Time to declare, That All the Facts contain'd 
* in his Caſe (on which he founds the Injuries he 
ſo highly complains of) are either utterly falſe, 
or ſo gloß'd and miſrepreſented, as to bear little 
Relation to Truth, There cannot be a more 
*© flagrant Inſtance of his ſlender Regard to Vera- 
city and Honour, than that falſe and, malicious 
* Tnfinuation of my being aſſiſted by ſome rich and 
© powerful Perſon (whom he frequently ſtiles 
his Majeſty's Hero) io ruin him. Whoever is 
meant by this Sarcaſtical Title, is not my Bu- 
ſineſs to determine, though the Conjecture is 
** eaſy; but declare he Fuſtice of my Cauſe is 
my only Support. ON | 

*© Tris General Reply to Mr. Budgell's va- 
rious Charges, is more, perhaps, than the 
World is concern'd to know; the particular 
© Circumſtances of which (if his Obſtinacy 
makes it requiſite) will be beſt ſubmitted to a 
Court of Fudicature to decide, But if this 
Gentleman's Infatuation ſhould ſo far delude 
his Judgment, as to prompt him to call on 
** me for a Proof of Particulars, I ſhall then be 
** obliged to ſhew him to the World in his pro- 
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e per Colouring; in which I ſhall obſerve a Con- 
duct contrary to his, as believing 7uftice 1s 
better diſtinguiſh'd: by the Simplicity of Truth, 
than Oratorical Embelliſbmeats. 9 
In the mean Time, Sir, I deſire you would 
give this Letter a Place in your Paper; and 
that Mr. Budgell may know it comes from one 
* who ſcorns to ſtab in the Dark, or aſſert what 
he is not able and ready to make good, I 
** ſhall conquer my Averſion to appearing in 
Public, and ſubſcribe my Name, 


N. Cadbury, May | WILLIAM Preps. 


£c 
6 


I sHovLD have taken no Notice of this Let- 
ter, had not I been told by that excellent Per- 
ſon, the late Earl of Orrery, who did me the 
Honour to call himſelf my Friend, That though 
I was in the Right to deſpiſe the common Herd 
of Scribblers, who never put their Names to 
what they wrote, and who were well known to 
be hired and paid for publiſhing Falſhoods, and 
abuſing the moſt. valuable Men; yet that he 
thought the Caſe was very different, when an an- 
_ cent Clergyman appeared againſt me with fo much 
ſeeming Solemnity, and ſet his Name to what 
He aſſerted. His Lordſhip was pleaſed to add, 
That though he was himſelf fully ſatisfied how 
much I had been injured, yet that he could wiſh 
my Reputation ſtood as clear as poſſible with the 
Publick, that I might be the better enabled one 
Day to do my Country a ſubſtantial Piece of 
Service; and that he believed my greateſt Ene- 
mies upon this Occaſion, would hardly have the 

Aſſurance 
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of fur ance to proſecute me for a Libel. Theſe 
Reaſons coming from ſo great and wiſe a Man, 


determined me to publiſh the ene Anſwer 


to the preceding Letter. 
To the duthor of F og s « Journal. 


| 'F$ of Re 
HAVE, upon ſeveral 8 been 


my under ſome Doubt, whether I ſhould cake 
a any Notice of a Letter ſigned William Piers, 
of which I am the Subject, and which was 


* publiſhed about ten Days ſince in ſeveral 
„ News-Papers. 
I am at laſt determined to ſay aku fol- 


<< Jows in Anſwer to it. 


© Iam as fully ſatisfied, as of any one Propv- 
ſition in the Mathematics, that this Letter 


Vwas not compoſed by the Reverend Mr. Wil- 


„ kam Peirs, who is an ancient Clergyman, and 
<*© Rector of North Cadbury in Somerſet/hire. 1 
* know that Gentleman perfectly well ; I, and 

* many other People, do very well know his 
40 — particular Stile, and Way of Writing. 
Let any Man, who has but common Senſe, 

* read the Letter Iam ſpeaking of, and he will 
« immediately ſee in whoſe Vindication the 79- 
table Piece was plainly drawn up; he will 
preſently peroerve whereaboutithe Shoe pinched, 
and may conſequently be fatisfied from what 
** Quarter this Epiſtle did moſt certainly come. 

Bur though all who know the — 
Mr. William Piers, do very well know that 
he is the furtheſt in the World from an ative 
Man, yet, ſince gg 

* tremely 


cc 
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<< tremely paſſive, I ſhall ſay ſomething to a 


N n to which I do believe he has enter 
% his Name to be tacked. 

« Tr is certain J have had the Misfortune to 
be engaged in ſeveral Law-Suits, which have 


te been commenced and carried on againſt me in 


* the Name of this Gentleman; it is as certain, 
e that I have done all a Man could do; that I 
<© have offered every Thing a Man could offer, 

*© who loved Pence, and would avoid Vexations 


« Suits. © 


TEE only read Diſpute between this Gen- 
„ tleman and me, is for a ſmall Copyhold 
* Eſtate. Our Titles depend upon one plain 
6 Fat, which neither of us do or can deny. I 
< have conſtantl propoſed, I have even begg'd 
and intreated him, that we might lay our re- 


'<© ſpective Titles before ſome learned and indif- 
<< ferent Council, and be finally determined by 


his or their Opinion. I do now openly make 
him the ſame Requeſt; I conjure him, as he 
is a Chriſtian, and a Clergyman, to comply 
with this Propoſal; 1 I I may call it a 
*© fair and an'honeſt one. 


I am of Opinion, that the Title to an 9 


Eſtate, depending upon one unconteſted Fact, 
< 1s much more likely to be fairly determined 
* by one or two eminent Council, at their 
«© Chambers, who can take what Time and what 
* Afiftance they yn W by a Publick 
7 Inas. 

I rave heard, that at a Publick T rial, 
*© the Treachery or Careleſſneſs of one Attorney, 
the Knavery of another, a biaſſed Jury, or 
Gi Something elſe which I — * have of- 
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ten occaſioned the Loſs of the juſteſt Cauſe, 
and the Deſtruction of the moſt innocent 
Man. 58 es, 

Ir Mr. Piers, as he has hitherto done, re- 
fuſes to comply with the Offer I make him, I 
muſt ſubmit it to the Publick, whether it is 

© probable, that an infirm and ancient Clergy- 
man, who lives in Somer/etſhire, who has no 
viſible Income upon Earth but a Parſonage, 
who grew old in a College, who left it not 
many Years fince, and was at that Time 
notoriouſly known to be deeply in Debt; I fay, 
I muſt ſubmit it to the Publick, whether any 

* Man in theſe Circumſtances would chuſe to 
engage in, and to multiply Law-Suits in an 
uncommon Way, if he was not ſupported in an 
uncommon Manner. 1 TS „ 
** THe Reader may ſee a true State of the Caſe 1 
between this Gentleman and me, in the Ap- 
pendix to my Leiter to the King of Sparta; 
and I ſhall venture to aſſure him, that *tis 
worth being peruſed by any Perſon who has 
the leaſt Notion either of Law, of Equity, 


or of Common Fuſtice. | ET Ek 
TRE Attorney firſt employed againſt me, 
in theſe Suits, was Mr. Bower of Somerſet/hire ; 
and when J have named the Man, I believe 
there is not one Gentleman in that County 
who will not allow him to have been a pro- 
Per Inſtrument for the Work he was employ'd 
in. os 
** A GENTLEMAN of an excellent Judg- 
ment and Underſtanding, and of as clear a 
r 3} Reputation as any at the Bar, was a wore 
- **W 
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«© of the Offers I made to this Man, to prevent 
< a Law-Suit, and how thoſe Offers were re- 


© ceiv'd. 


© A CERTAIN Attorney, reſiding in Town, 
(and who, from his Behaviour, I muſt call a 


Gentleman,) when he was let into the Nature 


of this Cauſe, and deſired to carry it on 
** againſt me, abſolutely. refuſed to be imployed 
in it. Another was at laſt found, not quite 
** ſo ſcrupulous, and Mr, Piers has had great 
** Succeſs in all his Proceedings againſt me. 
*© He is at preſent in Poſſeſſion of two of my 
*© Eſtates; to which I think he has no more 
Right than any Perſon who reads this. I was 
**. adviſed to bring a Writ of Error in the Houſe 
*© of Lords, to prevent his taking Poſſeſſion of 
one of theſe Eſtates, when he had obtain'd 
da Verdict againſt me without entering into 


the Merits of the Cauſe, and by what I think 


*© I may juſtly call a meer Trick. Upon this 
** Writ of Error I was condemned to pay, and 
*© he has received ſuch Coſts, as, I am aſſured, 
©* were never given, till that Day, upon a Writ 
of Error in the Houſe of Lords fince Eng- 
land was England. I humbly truſt, that 
** barely to mention a plain Fact cannot poſſibly 
give Offence : I did, and do ſubmit to the 
** Sentence of that moſt high and honourable 
Court with the utmoſt Humility and Reſig- 
nation. My Enemies have at laſt lodged 
** me in a Priſon, and taken ſuch Methods, 
*© ſince my Confinement, to compleat my Ruin, 
8 N 1 believe were ſcarce ever heard of be- 
ore. 
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** It ſeems Money 1s the W of Law, as 
ell as of War: I am ſenfible Mr. Peirs, 


however it happens, can afford to ſpend one 


e hundred Pounds better than I can twenty 


* Shillings : I am ſenfible, that though I be- 


56 lieve he is not perſonally acquainted with ten 


People in Town, he has much more active 
Friends than any I am bleſſed with. In a 
Word, Iam convinced, that at this Time it 
A js to no Manner of Purpoſe for me to contend 


„ with him. 


| i ©<' I wouULD, however; humbly defite hi to 


© remember, That People have got into the Poſ- 


7 ſeſſion of Eſtates, which they have after- 
8 wards been obliged to give up again. I 


have heard of a Pair of honeſt Brothers, (and 

I am ſorry to ſay one of them was a erg 
man) who had a Mind to take their Mother's 
Jointure from her. In order to this, they put 
themſelves in Mourning, went down to the 
Tenant, aſſured him their ancient Mother 
was dead and buried, took Poſſeſſion of the 
Eſtate, and ſigned a Leaſe to the Tenant i 11 
their own Names. The Conſequence of this 
was, That their poor old Mother muſt actually 
have ſtarved, if ſhe had not made a Shift to 
prove ſhe was not dead, and if her Son, by a 


+ *© ſecond Husband, had not aſſiſted her to reco- 
ver her Eſtate out of their Hands. 


How EVER monſtrous, however incredible, 

this Story may appear, yet, I fancy, if Iam 

put upon the Proof of it, I can prove it be- 
ond all Contradiction. 


Ir is very poſſible, that the Letter ſigned 


© William Peirs is printed to tempt me to ſay 
25 | * ſome- 


a 

-F 8 
4 * 
he Ts 
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« ſomething that might draw down the Diſ- 
e pleaſure of the moſt Honourable Court in « 

© Great Britain upon me, or, at leaſt, ſubje& me e 

to an Information in the Crown-Office, Mc 

* Tax King of Sparta and his Brother M- 

rick may find, that though I dare not ſay al! 

I could, I ſhall ſay ſomething on ſuch Occa-. 
ſions, and that the Law of England muſt be 
not a little ſtrain'd, to make the neceſſary 
Defence of an unhappy Man Criminal. Si 
4 BELIEvR thoſe People who thought it ne- « 

** ceſfary, for their own Security, to have it be- 4 

lieved I was mad and diſtracted, were in ſome 4 


a 
a 


cc 
cc 
CC 
cc 


Hopes that they had really done enough to 


have diſturbed my Reaſon; if it is not diſ- 
** turbed, (and whether it is, or not, ſome of tbe 
©© beſt and greateſt Men in England can at pre- 
6 


ſent teſtify,) I muſt, and do impute it to a 
particular Protection of Providence. May 
not one of my Fellow- Subjects, who reads this, 
(though he has a much larger Eſtate, and a 
much ſtronger Head than I was bleſſed with,) 
ever experience what it is to have nine or ten 
Law-Suits ſpirited up, and carried on againſt 7 
him at once; and to ſee that the Attorneys ” 
employ'd to torment him, though their pre- 
tended Clients have ſpent their Fortunes, and 
are little better than Beggars, never want Mo- 
ney to proceed ; and that, to uſe their own Ex- 
preſſion, they play all the Play. May none 
of my Fellow- Subjects experience, as I have 
done, the dark and horrid Methods which 
Mea in Power will ſometimes take, to gratify _ 


* either their mean Fealouſies, or their private 
* Revenge. 


\ I nave 
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. Wa Inave at preſent little left to loſe but my 
n ay ' Life: Some of my Friends are firmly of Opi- 
Ie 6 nion, That ſeveral uncommon Attempts have 
F< been lately made to deprive me even of that. 
7 I confeſs, I know not what to think myſelf; 
we yet thus much I cannot help ſaying, That I 
T=. '» do believe all Mankind would allow, that 
4 ſome certain Circumſtances, if they knew them, 
c are a little odd. 
I BOP E I am not more afraid than other 
e- „ Men are to meet Death. Thus much my Coun- 
e- „ trymen and Fellow- Subjects may be Vaſſured 
e of: If I die in Confinement, I ſhall leave 
F< ſome Memoirs behind me; and that if I live 
q cc to ſee the Day when I am ſure that Truth and 
c plain Matters of Fact will not be call'd a Li- 
27 © hel, (as I think they ought not to be called in 
1 4a free Nation,) I have ſome Things to acquaint 
„ them with which are extreamly well worth 
cher knowing.“ 


Jam, Sir, your bumble Servant, 
. June the 26th · E. BuDGELL, 


F THis Letter produced another from Mr. Peirs ; 
d and I ſhall, without farther Ceremony, lay before 


- _ my Readers both his Letters and mine, in the 
- ſame Order as they were publiſhed 1 in the News- 
e | Papers 

© 

h 
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5 the Author of the Daily Courant. 
$'TR, 


- 


: F FTER the injurious Provocations I 
given me by Mr. Budgell in his Let- 


ter to Cleomenes, &c. I was in hopes, the gen- 
tee] and cautious Anſwer I gave him, would 
have induced him to make me, at laſt, a pri- 
vate Acknowledgment for the publick Wrongs 
he has offered to my Character; a prudent 
Regard to his own would have wrought this 
Diſpoſition in him. But I find this Gentle- 
man's reſtleſs Spirit ſo much over-powers his 
Judgment, that he will not ſuffer me to con- 
ceal from the World the Badneſs of his Na- 
ture; which will but too evidently appear 


from my diſplaying his Schemes and Projects 


to rob me of my Eſtate, 

NIN the State of his Caſe, (to which he again 
refers his Readers,) Mr. Budgell has been 
pleaſed to aſſert, That I am not the youngeſt 


Son living of Mr. Fo. Peirs, deceas d, late of 


Denton in Oxfordſhire ; though it is a notorious 


Fact that I have been ſo more than thirty 


Years before our Controverſy commenced. TI 
.beg Leave to ask, in this Place, what kind of 
Infatuation muſt poſſeſs the Man, who could 
hope - to reap Advantage from ſuch a Falſity, 
in which he was ſure to be eaſily detected? 

Tux Diſpute (and as this Gentleman ſays, 
the only Diſpute) between us is for a Copy- 


hold Eſtate; for which (as I have made it 


| appear) he never gave any valuable Conſide- 
| ration, 
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ration, no, not one ſingle Penny. The Whole 
of his pretended Title ſtands thus: When my 
elder Brother made over to him ſome other 
Eſtates, Mr. Budgell intreated, in a particu- 
lar Manner, that This alſo might be thrown 
into the Deed of Purchaſe. My Brother de- 
murred upon this Requeſt, knowing the Te- 
nure of it ſuch as he could not grant. Io 
whom Mr. Budgell urged this notable Per- 


15 15 
. 
„ ſuaſive: 


Mr. Peirs, Let this alſo be thrown into the 
Writings, with all the other Eftates, fince if 


you bave no Right to it, then you give me no- 


cc 
oy 


cc 
60 
cc 
60 
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bing; and if you have, tis a Gift T hall be 
7 <* obliged to you for. Behold a new and artful 


Manner, unknown to our Laws, of pur- 
chaſing Eſtates ! 
„Dip IJ want the Determination of our 
Courts of Equity to do me Juſtice, I ſhould 
not fear in ſo plain a Caſe, to appeal even to 
Mr. Budgell's Refource of Juſtice, the People: 
Nor ſhould I think I had Occaſion to make 
uſe of his cajoling Arts to bribe their Voices. 
** In Contradiction to what Mr. Budęell has 
baſely publiſhed in his Caſe, I have full Au- 
thority from the Reverend Maſter and Society 
of St. Jobn's College, Cambridge, to aver, That 
they never did, either by themſelves, or their 
Council, aſſure or declare to Mr. Budgell, 
that his Right or Title, in Oppoſition to 
mine, was good. So far were they. from 
this, that they profeſſedly declined entering, 
one way or other, into the Merits. of the 
Cauſe. But upon Mr. Budgell's reiterated 


* Solicitations to be admitted their Tenant to 


« the 
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< the Eſtate in Conteſt, when a Diſpute aroſe | 


* among them in Regard to the Prejudices that 


might accrue to my Right by admitting 
another Perſon to the ſame Eſtate, Mr. 
** Budgell accoſted them over and over with this 


- 


moſt emphatical Speech. 


Gentlemen! I give you ſo much (751.) 10 


«© purchaſe a Lau- Suit, which I cannot obtain 
* till I am admitted. This is the Gentleman 
©* who boaſts he has offered every Thing a Man 
could offer, who loved Peace, and would 
© avoid vexatious Suits ! This Gentleman, who 
purchaſed an Eſtate without Money, and laid 
out a round Sum upon a Law-Suit! 
l covLD mention ſeveral more Circum- 
ſtances in this, and other Caſes equally de- 
clarative of this Gentleman's Honour and 
Conſcience; but I ſhall be glad if theſe may 
be thought ſufficient to juſtify my Proceed- 
ings, and fave me from the hateful Character 
of a litigious Man. Unjuſt as Mr. Budget 
has been to me, I have no Pleaſure in expo- 
ſing him : I would not add Weight to his 
Afflictions, nor triumph over him in his Miſe- 
ries: And could I have vindicated my ſelf by 
any other Methods, I would have ſhewn him 
<* the Extent of my Charity in hiding his Faults 
from the World. 5 25 
Ir in my former Letter I touch'd upon the 
Imputation of Madneſs, thrown upon this 
Gentleman, I declared I had no Intention to 
inſult him; I mentioned it, but as it appeared 
to me the beſt Excuſe for a bad Conduct. He 
wronged me, cruelly wronged me, by intima- 
ting, that I was ſupported by a Great Man's 
&* Purſe 
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cc 
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% Purſe to ruin bim. I ſcorn the vile Accuſa- 
„tion of being the Inſtrument of any Man's 
Ruin, even of Him, who has been the greateſt 
Plague of my Life.  _ * 
is © Ierty Mr. Budgell, who could ſtoop fo 
much below the Character of a Gentleman, 
do tell the World, I left the College deeply in 
Debt; and that I have no viſible Income upon 
Earth, but a Parſonage; and from thence he 
$* infers the Improbability of my being able to 
F carry on Law-Suits upon my own Bottom. 
What my Circumſtances were when ] left the 
F College, or what they are now, concerns not 
the World to know; nor does it become him 
do publiſh ſuch wretched Stuff. I ſhall only 


4 


inform him, there is ſuch an Art as Cfconomy ; 
1 73 © by the Help of which a Man may be enabled, 
upon a moderate Income, to better his Condi- 
(tion, and maintain his juſt Rights againſt 


- 2 „ baſe inſolent Invaders. I thank God I am 


/ +» © thus far enabled; nor have I, nor ſeek I the 
. 2 © Afiſtance of any Man's Countenance or For- 
; 


+ © tune for the Occaſion. 

+ * Passive as Mr. Budgell would repreſent 
me, I do not think my ſelf oblig'd to be ſo, 
2 © whilſt he raviſhes from me and my Family 
my Eſtate. But to endeavour to perſuade the 
World that I have paſſively permitted my 
Name to be put to a Letter, calculated to 


draw him into ruinous Snares, is a Falſity 


and Baſeneſs which I have Temper enough 
do paſs over with a proper Contempt. 
IN OW not what Mr. Budęell means by his 
2: © pompous and pathetic Harangue about the 
A ** Combinations of Men in Power to rob — 
|; | US 
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« his Fortune, Liberty and Life. Why is all this 
* 7argon addreſſed to me? I have nothing to 1 
* do with Great Men; and I wiſh I had nothing 
to do with him. If he has offended ſack 1 
<« Perſons, or they, him; hat is that to me? 
I am no Party in their Quarrel. Let Mr. 
** Budgell do me ſtrict Juſtice, and I'll engage 
*© to ſhew him all the Candour and Tenderneſs 
that can be due to him from me, as a Chiſtian . *; 
* anda Clergyman. He needs no ſoftening Arts 
to bring me to this Temper ; it is my natural 
** Inclination, and my Deſire to exert it. is 

** SurtLy Mr. Budgell would perſuade us ne 
is a terrible Man, and one of vaſt Importance, 
** when he intimates that the Great and Mighty 
are leagued together to compleat his Deſtruction; 
© and that even the Higheſt Courts of Fudicature 
© are influenced in their Determinations to this 
* Purpoſe. Really, to me (who know nothing 
© of his Concerns with ſuch powerful Enemies, 
* and who am only contending with him for a 
* common Point of Right) theſe Things favour 
* of Madneſs; and I think my ſelf charitable in 
* ſuch an Imputation: In this View, I can re- 
„ gard him with Concern and Pity. But if he 
* diſclaims, and grows offended at my Charity, 
* he will force me to change this mild Cenſure 
for one of a much more ſevere Nature. s 

WEN Juſtice gives her Sentence againſt 
any Invader of another's Property, ſuch a 
% one, to ſcreen the Badneſs of his Cauſe, is 3 
<* apt to inveigh againſt the Treachery and Kna- * 
© very of Lawyers, biaſs d Furies, &c. I am 
<*© ſorry to ſee the ingenious Mr. Budgell reduced 


- *© to take up with ſuch trite Common-place 
” Sant, 
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Cant, which deſerves no Anſwer. Though 
he ſays there is ſomething elſe which he could 
name. What that dark, myſterious, © Some- 
* thing may be, I am not anxious to know. 


3 : 
J That, perhaps, is reſerved for the Subject of 
"4 thoſe choice Memoirs with which he threatens 
15 the World. | ie PING DAR 2 


* *Tis trifling, 'tis vile, to endeavour to force 
a Belief upon Mankind, that my Letter was 
drawn up in Vindication'of ſomè other Perſon. 


Whom he means by that other Perſon, is kaſ 
o conjecture, from the -many-\Inuendo's he 
s has thrown out. If theſe are the Arts by 


„ which Mr. Budgell labours to win the World 


J to eſpouſe his Cauſe, may he ſucceed as Truth 
> # befriends him. But if he is falſe in other his 
5 * defamatory Inſinuations, as he is in this, 1 
* muſt believe him the moſt unjuſt Man alive, 


and leaſt deſerving the Compaſſion his Cir- 
cumſtances ſeem to claim: For I ſolemnly 
proteſt to him, and the World, (if they are 
pleaſed to read our Diſpute,) I write for no 
body but my ſelf ; I am ſeeking no Man's 
Vindication but my own; and I am ſorrj 
he has laid me under a Neceſlity of doing 1t 
in ſo publick a Manner. | 
I Ichuſe to paſs unregarded all Reflections, 
£ or Hints of an invidious Nature, foreign to 
the Diſpute between us. Innocence is not apt 
to take Offence at thoſe wretched Artifices 
which Men of low Minds are forced into, 
either through the Impetuoſity of an ungovern- 
able Rancour, or in order to amuſe Mankind, 
and divert them from inſpecting too cloſely 
into a weak and wicked Cauſe. I can {mile 
= ge 
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ec at the harmleſs Darts of Malice; and even 
< grieve for the miſerable Archer, when I ſee 
“ them recoil and wound his own Breaſt. 

** He judges right, when he repreſents me 
«© unfit to perform an active Part in Life; (tho 
I hope I may be allowed to aim at a ſincere 
and honeſt one;) nor Years, nor Inclination 
s ſerye me for that Purpoſe. Old and infirm 
* as I am, I would ſpend the Remainder of 
my Days in religious Peace. In return 
<< therefore to his pathetick Strain, I conjure 
„Mr. Budgell, as he would be thought a Gen- 
*© tleman and a Chriſtian, at laſt to ſubmit to 
+* Juſtice, and end our Strife. That once done, 
I promiſe him to pray for a happy Conclu- 
** fion to All his Troubles; for his Peace and 
** Proſperity in all juſt Undertakings ; and 


*© aflure him, he never more ſhall be diſturbed 
by his and N 


Nour humble Servant, 


North Carbury, | | 


Fo 
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To the Author of F 0 6's Journal. 
STR, 1 

Entreat you to lay before the Publick the 
Following Reply to a Letter publiſhed laſt 
'arſday ſever-night in the Daily Courant. 
N my Anſwer (publiſhed in your Journal) 

to the firſt Letter ſign'd William Piers, 


which appeared in our News-Papers, I affirm- 
ed, that I long ſince offered every Thing a 


Man could offer, who loved Peace, and would 


avoid thoſe oppreſſive and vexatious Sits 
which have been carried on againſt me in 
this Gentleman's Name. I publickly offered 


him once more, to refer the Diſpute between 


us fo any learned and indifferent Council, and 
conjured him to accept of fo fair a Propofal. 
Mr. Pters, (or he that writes for him, ) in 
his long Reply to me, which fills three whole 
Columns in the Daily Courant, ſays nothing to 
all this: He neither gives the leaſt Reaſon wh 
he will not comply with my Honęſt peel 
nor vouchſafes to as any Manner of Notice 
of it. His moſt remarkable Silence on this 
Head muſt ſurely give all obſerving Readers 
a full Notion of the Completion of his Caute. 
*© SOMETHING he was obliged to ſay: Let 
us fee what he does fay. | 
* Havine obſerved, in the firft Paragraph 
of his Letter, that I will not ſuffer him to con- 
ceal from the World the Badneſs of my Nature, 
he immediately proceeds to ſhew it in the fol- 
lowing Words. | | 
* IN the State of bis Caſe, (to which he refers 
his Readers, Mr. Budgell has been pleaſed to 
F 2 « aſſert, 
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ce gſſert, That I am not the youngeſt Son living 
6 of Mr. F. Piers, deceaſed, late of Denton in 
Oxfordſbire; though it is a notorious Fact, 
* that I have been fo more than thirty Years before 
gur Controverſy, commenced. I beg Leave to 
* aſk, in this Place, what kind of Infatuation 
© muſt poſſeſs the Man who could hope to reap 
| * Advantage from ſuch a Falſity, in which he = 
| © was ſure to be eaſily detected? ñ 
ö * I am ſorry, heartily ſorry, to tell a Gentle- 
1 *© man in Holy Orders, that the very firſt Fabi 
| << he affirms in his Letter, the Fact of which he 
* aſſures his Readers, and argues upon in ſo 
 ſolemuy a Manner, is a moſt, notorious, a 
© moſt flagrant. Falſhood. I do no where aſ- 
<< ſert, in the State of my Caſe, that Mr. Wil- 51 
% liam Piers is not the youngeſt Son living . of 
His deceaſed Father, Mr. J. Piers, or any thing 
lite it: On the contrary, I always did; and 
© ſtill do, moſt readily grant, that he is ſo. Þ 
join Iſſue with Mr. Piers upon this plain Fact, 
© and am content, that my whole Credit with 
my Readers ſhall fad or fall upon this ſingle 
** Point. Either Mr. Piers, or I, do certainly 4 i 
b ** aſſert a moſt ſhameful Falſbood; and which of 
us does fo, every Man in England may be ſa- 
*© tisfied who will but give himſelf the Trouble 
** to read over the ſhort, but moſt remarkable 
State of my Caſe, in the Appendix to my Letter 
** to the King of Sparta, Does Mr. Piers (or 
Mr. Wal/ingham, who may poſſibly write for 
© him) call this oh ing that Simplicity of Truth 
* which he promiſes to uſe in his firſt Letter? 
* Have I not a juſt Right to turn his own 
* Words upon him? viz. What kind of Infatua- 
a. ton muſt poſſeſs the Man who could hope to reap 
| a 4 Advantage 
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Advantage from ſuch à F alfity, i in which be Was 
is ſure to be eaſily detected? 


cc 


* TRR Reverend Mr. William Piers pretends, 
* that he appears in Print to juſtify his Cha- 
rafter and. Reputation : In my Saks to his 


* firſt Letter, ſpeaking of thoſe Tricks by which 
« he has got into the Poſſeſſion of two of my 
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Eſtates, I uſe the following moſt remarkable 
Words. 

*© I would, however, humbly deſire him to re- 
member, that People have got into Poſſeſſion of 


© Eſtates, which they have afterwards been obliged 


to give up again. I have heard of a Pair. of 
honeſt Brothers, (and I am ſorry to ſay one of 


* them was a Clergyman, ) who had a Mind to take 


their Mother's Fointure from her. In order to 
this, they put themſelves in Mourning, went 


* down to the Tenant, aſſured him their ancient 
© Mother was dead and buried, took Poſſeſſion of 
'* the Eſtate, and ſigned a Leaſe to the Tenant in 


their own Names. The Conſequence of this was, 


that their poor old Mother — actually have 


ſtarved, if ſhe had not mads à Shift to prove ſhe 
was not dead, and if her Son by a Second Huſ- 
band had not "aff ited her to recover her Eſtate 


out of their Hands. However monſtrous, how- 


ever incredible this Story may appear, yet I fancy, 
if am put upon the Proof of it, I can prove it 
beyond all Contradiction. 

Ix the preceding Paragraph I ftrongly inti- 
mate, that a certain Clergyman had been guilty 


of an Action which no body can hear without 


the utmoit Horror. How many Wretches do 
almoſt daily ſuffer an ignominious Death for a 
leſs Crime? What innocent Man, who was 

8 defending 
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* defending his Charafer, would not, at leaſt, 
have asked, How does this horrid Paragraph 
relate to me? Mr. Piers, in his long Epiſtle, 
does not once touch upon it, but (for Reaſons 
* beft known to himſelf ) preſerves a moſt pro- 
* found and amazing Silence on this Head. I 
* enter upon it with great ReluFance, when 1 
veſted with; but ſince I have not Time to de- 
© tect all thoſe Falſboods J find him capable of 
aſſerting, I muſt humbly entreat him to give a 
plain and direct Anſwer to the following Que- 
rien. When he anſwers theſe Queries, I be- 
ec Heve, the Publick will ſoon be convinced 
& whereabout Juſtice lies; and whether they 
* ought to credit Mr. Piers, or me, whenever 
* we differ about Matters of Fact. 

Quere 1. Is Mr. Piers only relies on the 
* Fuſtice of his Caufe, and not on ſome Things 
© which he knows I dare not name, why will he 
** not ſubmit the Diſpute between us to be de- 
** termined by any eminent and indifferent Coun- 
« cil learned in the Law? 

: 2, © Was not the very Eſtate in Diſpute 
© between us, his Mother's Jointure; and did 


«© fot he and his eldeſt Brother, F. Pters, of 


* Denton, go down to the Tenant, by Name 

4 Robert Pazey, and aſſure him their Mother 

e was dead, though ſhe was really /tving? 

2, 3. Dip they not actually rake Poſſei- 

4 fion of the Eſtate, and perſuade the Tenant to 

“accept of a Leaſe from them, which they b 
«& fiened ? 

9. 4. Way ſhould Mr. William Piers per- 

* ſuade his eldeſt Brother, from whom I pur- 

* chaſed, 


* conſider the divine Character this Gentleman is 
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2 
** 
4 
P 
1 
1 
* 
LY 
- 
5 
Pg 


LIII RTV aud PRO ER TT. 39 


* chaſed, to ſign a Leaſe to the Tenant, if he 
« thought his ſaid Brother had no Right to this 
* Eſtate ? | 

2, 5. MusT not his old Mother, a very good 
** Woman, have wanted Bread, if her Son by her 
Second Husband, the Reverend Mr. Cade, a 
© worthy Clergyman ſtill living, had not taken 
© Care of her, and forc'd the two Mr. Piers to 
<6 reſtore her Eſtate ? . 

9.6. © Cay Mr. Piers poſſibly except to 
* Mr. Cade's Evidence, in relation to the ſeveral 
& Matters contained. in the four laſt Queries? 

_ © I TryiNk, I neyer ſaw Mr. Cade above 
* twice or thrice in my Life; but I am aſſured, 
he has the Character of a moſt worthy, honeſt, 
* plain Man, who edified his Pariſhioners more 


AI by the filial Love and Reſpect he ſhewed to his 


'CC 
WW 


Mother, than ſome Clergymen do by an hun- 
dred Sermons. All who know him are fully 
<* ſatisfied, that Nothing but the Force of Truth 
could oblige him to aſſert Facts ſo much to the 


© Diſprace of his Brother, and a Man of his own 


Order. 
* Ir Mr. Piers will vouchſafe to anſwer the 
ſeveral Queries above, I am ſure, the World 
will ſoon have a proper Notion, both of bim, 
4 and the Motives he acts upon; and, that I need 
& not detect all the Fal/apods advanced in his 
Letter. Can any Man of common Senſe be- 
ce lieve what he endeavours to prove, namely, 
* that I purchaſed the Reverſion of his Bro- 
* ther's Eſtate, without paying a ſingle Penny 
& for it? When his Brother had thewn me his 
< unhappy Circumſtances,” and begged me, for 
above a Tielvemonth together, to buy the — 
| verxſion 
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0 verſion of his Eſtate, I paid him 800 7. for it 
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at one Time, as may appear by the Purchaſe 
„Deeds: I likewiſe forgave him ſeveral Sums of 
Money, which I had lent him before in his 
Neceſſities, and reckoned him Nothing for. all 
the Pains, and many long Journeys I Was 
obliged to take, in order to ſettle his Affairs. 
I may ſafely affirm, and he himſelf has own- 
ed in Twenty Letters, that J preſerved him 


from utter Ruin. 


How I have been requited 


by this honeſt Pair of Brothers, by what Per- 


* ſons, and with what Views they have been ſup- 
ported and encouraged to multiply and carry 


on Law-Suits againſt me, is pretty notorious 
to a great many People, and what I ſhall not 


now ENLET into. 


** I BELIEVE this Purchaſe has proved to me 
the deareſt Purchaſe any one Man in England 


ever made of ſo ſmall an Eſtate. 


„ I wiLL not trouble the Reader with de- 
tecting at large a mean Falſhood in that Part of 
Mr. Pters's Letter, where he mentions the Maſ- 


ter and Society of §/. Jobn's College. This 


learned Society has no manner of Intereſt in 


the Diſpute betzycen me and Mr. Piers; it 


was not their Buſineſs to declare to me by them- 
ſelves or their Council, that my Title was good, 
neither do I any where aſſert that they did. 
They admitted me their Tenant; which is no 


more than the 


were in 7uſtice obliged to do ; 


yet I muſt knowkdgs, I was received and 


treated in ſo genteel a Manner by the chief 
Members of this learned Society, 


that I ſhall 


think my ſelf obliged to ſerve their College, 
1 ever it happens to lie in my Way. I might 
1 12 very 
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* very well tell them, 7 bad purchaſed a Law- 
Suit; I might have faid half a dozen Law- 
* Suits, 

*© I MusT make a ſhort Remark on the Lan- 

* guage with which Mr. Pers (or his Secretary) 
has treated me. The ſeveral Epithets of baſe, * 
” vile, inſolent, &c. which he ſo freely confers 
8 , Heman, much leſs do they agree with that 

*. amiable Humility which always appears in 2 

**.good Clergyman. 

© THERE are likewiſe particular Nas, 
* why theſe Words are not quite ſo decent 
” 2 Mr. Piers to me. His Wife was my 
Aunr's Servant many Years, and lived in my 
* Father's Family. The Money ſhe got in her 
* Service, with a generous Legacy her Miſtreſs: 
„left her, did, I am told, ſerve to pay off ſome 
« of Mr. Piers's moſt troubleſome Debts. In con- 
« ſ{ideration of her being a Servant in our Family, 
4 I fold her an Annuity on my paternal Eſtate, 
« for two Years Purchaſe leſs than ſhe muſt have 
£ given another Man. I ſhould ſcorn to men- 
4 tion theſe Particulars, if Mr. Piers and his 
„ Lady did not ſhew me they had quite forgot 
0 — and if they had not been drawn from 
% me by ſuch hard Epithets as BASE, vILE, and 
© INSOLENT. | 


* I nayx dane with Mr. Piers, but muſt ſay 


cc 


« a Word or two to thoſe who a/j/t him, and 


& /culk behind his Name. I cannot take it amiſs, 
« that I am uſed in the ſame Manner with a 
« Gentleman whoſe Abilities and Fortune are fo 
« vaſtly ſuperior to mine; —— I mean Mr. 


% Py-----y, This Gentleman had as a a Re- 
8 G putation 


upon me, ſeldom become the Pen of a Gen- 
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<6 211 wg as moſt Men in England ; but he na 


cc 


er attempted to do his poor Country a moſt 
neceſſary and important Piece of Service, than, 
£ in order to divert him from it, his private 
* Charaer was attacked with the utmoſt Ma- 
* lice. The beſt of it is, the whole World ſees 
*©. through theſe Plots. I do aſſure the King of 
*© Fparta, they ſhall never ſucceed on me; and 


cc 


that, though I may make a fort Excurſion on 


% my own Account, it ſhall never divert me 


<* from doing what, I hope, may be for the 


* Good of my Country in general. 


Jam, Sir, Jour moſt bumble Servant, 


BB . 


To the Author of Fog's Journal, 
py JR, 


OUR Paper is ſo generally read, that 
if you pleaſe to publiſh the encloſed 
* . hh 1 ſhall make no Doubt of its falling 
into the Hands of that Gentleman to whom 
It is directed. 


Tam, Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 


E, BupGELL, 
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To the Reverend Mr. William Peirs, Rector of 


oO oh 


North Cadbury in Somerſetſhire. 


AVING, I hope, in my laſt Letter 
| which was publiſhed in this Journal 
on the ſeventh Inſtant, given a full Anſwer 
to the ſeveral Fas you were pleaſed to ad- 
vance; having detected you of afferting a 
moſt flagrant Falſbood, which you yourſelf 


knew to be a Falſbood; and laſtly, 3 


propoſed to you ſome certain Queries, to whic 
when you give a plain Anſwer, I believe the 
Publick need be no longer troubled with our 
Controverſy, I ſhall in this Letter ſay ſome- 
thing to that Air of Religion which runs through 
all your Iaſt Epiſtle, and of which I have yet 
taken no Notice. BO 


j - 5 D | . 
„IBEO Leave to inform you, Sir, that we 


live in an obſerving, though in a very wicked 
Age; in an Age when People do not much 
mind Mens Words, when they ſee them con- 
trad icted by all their Adions; and when the 
Vulgar, if they ſee a Man, who, while he talks 
of Heaven and Charity, ſticks at Nothing to 
get Money and Preferment, are very apt to 
fancy that ſuch a Man looks upon Religion on- 
ly as a Trade to acquire Riches, and does not 
himſelf believe one Word of all the Stories he 
tells. Give me Leave to lay before you the 
Part you have acted, with relation to me. 
* I conceivep, at leaſt, that I was moſt 
cruelly injured and oppreſſed by a certain Per- 
G 2 7 SS, 
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< my Caſe verbatim, as I had before given it 
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ſon ; and that, to ſay nothing of Juſtice and 
Humanity, he had treated me with the ba/eft 


* Ingratitude. J offered to make good this 


Charge againſt him, before one or more of his 
own beſt Friends. In order to drown my 
Complaints, the Band of Mercenaries were im- 
mediately ordered to fall upon me. One of 
them, a Fellow. who is notoriouſly. known to 


receive a Weekly Salary (beſides particular 
sums on extraordinary Occaſions) for abuſing 


Mr. Pulteney, the late Lord Bolinbroke, and your 
humble Servant, had the Aſſurance to repre- 


ſent me to the Publick, in a Pamphlet which 


he wrote againſt me, under the worſt of Cha- 
rafters, namely, that of a litigious Man, who 
loved and fomented Law-Suits. In order to 
ſhew the Injuſtice of this Aſperſion, to ſhew 
in what Manner I had Law-Suits forced upon 
me, and was hunted through all the Courts, 
I thought proper in my Letter to the King of 
Sparta to publiſh the Caſe between you and 
me. I could have ſaid much more, and have 


opened ſuch a Scene, as, I believe, would have 


made every Gentleman in England ſtart at the 
Sight of it; but I only printed the State of 


into the moſt honourable Houſe of Lords. 
Lou are treated in that Caſe with the utmoſt 
Tenderneſs, as an ancient Clergyman, who 
poſſibly might not know of all the Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion that had been committed un- 
der your Name. My Letter to the King of 
Sparta drew all the Mercenaries afreſh upon 
me. I was attack'd by Osborne, the Hyp- 
Doctor, and Walſingbam, with his 3 

| | i 1 
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Mr. Ulrick D' pres at their Head, No Scur- 
rilities were omitted, which they imagined 
might provoke me to ſome Imprudence. Ha- 
ving anſwered, in the Opinion of moſt Peo- 
ple, whatever theſe worthy Gentlemen had to 
lay to me, I find, Sir, you are at length com- 
manded to mount the Stage, or, at leaſt, to 
allow your Name to be tack'd to what Mr. 
Walſingham writes for you. It is certain that 
you make your Appearance a little of the 
lateſt ; I believe it is now about eight Months 


ſince my Letter to the King of Sparta was pub- 
liſhed 3 and above three Years ſince that State 


of my Caſe was firſt printed, which gives you, 


it ſeems, ſo much Unea/ineſs at preſent, after 


you had been ſo long ſilent. 


© In your firſt Letter, which you printed 


both in the Daily and Evening Poſt, you only 
thought proper to deny, in general, the ſeveral 
Facts mentioned in the State of my Caſe; but 
then you threatened, that 

* If my Infatuation ſhould ſo far delude my 


Judgment, as to prompt me to call on you for a 


Proof of Particulars, you foould then be obliged 
to ſhew me to the World in my proper Colour- 


in 
wo You added, That 


* You ſhould obſerve a Conduct contrary t to mine, 


as believing Juſtice is better diſtinguiſhed by the 


Simplicity of Truth. 
* In my Anſwer to this terrible Letter, I ſtill 
ventured to aſſert the Truth of the State of my. 
Caſe, upon which you ſet about the York you 
* had promiſed the Publick, viz. to ſhew me to 


. * the 
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* the World in my proper Colouring, and to 
« diſtinguifh Juſtice by the Simplicity of Truth. 
Tax very firft Step you took in this Jauda- 
* ble Undertaking, after having demurely expreſ- 
* fed a moſt chriſtian-like Concern, that my Im- 
* prudence would not ſuffer you to tonceal from 
** the World the Badneſ of my Nature; I ſay, the 
* very firſt Step you took after this pious Preface, 
was to affirm a downright Falſpood; to affirm 
Ja Faf which you knew was falſe at the Time 
** you affirmed ir, and which every Man in 


< England may ſee is falſe, who will but peruſe 


< the/State of my Caſe, in the Appendix to my 
Leiter to the King of Sparta. | 

„% ParDon me, Sir, if J am a little free 
with you upon this Occaſion ; I am fully con- 
vinced, that you are only made uſe of by 
© fome People to divert me from execating a 
HDeſign they ſuſpect J am upon, and which I 
have Reaſons to believe, gives them ſome Un- 
* eaſinefs. But this notable Plot ſhall not ſuc- 
ceed, if I can help it. I do aſſure you, Sir, 
that till yon can prove (which I defy you to 
do) that you have not ni and wilfully - 


cc 
4c 


told the Publick a moſt flagrant Falfhood, and 


< till without any Shuffling or e 


% give a direct and full Anſwer to the ſix e- 


* ries J propoſed to you in my laſt Letter, I 
:< ſhall take but very little Notice of any Thing 


cc 


you can write againſt me, or of any Thing 
“ publiſhed in your Name. ET 

* FT AA told (I do not aſſert it on my own 
Knowledge) that when you went down to 
* St. Fobn College, to get yourſelf admitted 


cc 


* to the Eſtate in Diſpute between us, you aſ- 
| | ** ſured 


[19 
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ſured the College, that you was your Father's 


* youngeſt Son at the Time of his Deceaſe ; and 


cc 
ce 
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cc 
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© had this act been true, your Tide to this 


Eſtate had been unqueſtionable; the Cuſtom 
of the Manor in which it lies being Burrough 
Engliſh. But, Sir, you very well know, that 


when your Father died, you had two younger 


Brothers, Edward and Laud; your Father 
purchaſed this little Eftate, which was ſur- 
rendered to the Uſe of himſelf and his Wife, 
and the longeſt Liver, and afterwards to the 
Uſe of his Heirs. Upon his Deceaſe, the 


* Rever/ion of this Eſtate, after his Wife, be- 


came veſted both by his laſt Will, and the 


" Cuſtom of the Manor, in his youngeſt Son 
Laud Peirs, who dying inteſtate and unmar- 
ried, it fell to his Heir at Law, namely, to 


his eldeſt Brother John Peirs, from whom I 
bought it, and who has ſurrendered it to my 
Uſe, | | 


© Tris, Sir, is my Title; which I am al- 
ſured by the «nanmous Opinions of a great 


Number of the moſt eminent Council in Eng- 
land, 18 as clear as the Sun at Noon-Day. 


© Every Gentleman who underſtands the Law 


muſt ſee that it is ſo. I am well aſſured, that 
you yourſelf (and a greater Man than your- 
ſelf) do know that it is ſoz and this will ſerve 
to account for your conſtantly refuſing to 1ub- 
mit the Diſpute between us to the Judgment 


of any learned and indifferent Council. 


KLE me intreat you, Sir, to reflect a little 
ſeriouſly upon what you are doing. It is ve- 
ry poſſible, that by meer Dint of Money you 
may oppreſs me ſome Time longer. It is 

| 5 66 poſſible 
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of the Church of England ; you have forced 


poſſible Things may be fo ſetiled, that an hun- 
dred Law-Suits may coſt you Nothing; but 
though you was even ſure to get a Bi/boprick 
by the Part you are acting, you would, me- 
thinks, do well to remember, that you could 
not long enjoy your Grandeur. Though you 
talk of your Family in your Letter, you have 
none to provide for that I know of ; you have 
had no Child by your Lady; you were both 
ancient Perſons when you came firſt toge- 


ther. 


** Yov are contributing all in your Power to 
the Ruin and Confinement of a Man, to whom 
your Brother had great Obligations, to whoſe 


Family your Lady had ſome, and who al- 


cc 


ways treated you with the utmoſt Civility. 
© IN ST EAD of all thoſe ine Things mentioned 

in your Letter, ſuch as the Zxtent of your 
Charity, your Aims at Sincerity and Honeſty, 
and the Benefit of your Prayers, which on ſome 
certain Conditions you allow me to hope for ; 
I ſhall think myſelf infinitely obliged to you, 
if you will but condeſcend to do me ftri# 
Juſtice, and leave the Determination of what 
is ſo, to ſome worthy and impartial Perſon, - 


or Perſons, learned in the Law. 


* I sHouLD imagine your complying with 
the Requeſt I now make you, ſhould not be 


the moſt unlikely Method towards your at- 


taining that Religious Peace, in which you aſ- 


ſure all your Readers, you defire to ſpend the 


Remainder of your Days, 


< IT is with Reluctance that I do any Thing 


which may expoſe the Character of a Miniſter 


me 
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me to ſay what I have faid ; do not oblige 
me to proceed; I am, perhaps, not ſo much 
a Stranger to ſome Paſſages in your Lite, and 


to ſome Management in the Law-Suits between 


us, as you may 1magine. 


I Haves ever had the utmoſt Reſpect for a 


good Clerg yman : I am proud to own, that 1 


am myſelf in a double Capacity a Son of the 


Church of England. My Mother, whoſe 
Name is {till — in the "Weſt of England 
for her Virtue, her Piety, and her Beauty, was 
the only Daughter of a Gentleman whoſe Me- 


* rit raiſed him to the higheſt Order in the 


Church ; and I have the Pleaſure to hear, that 
my Grandfather was no Diſgrace to the Bench 
of Biſhops, when ſeveral Prelates fat upon it, 
whoſe Actions were a Proof that they preferred 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and that 
Duty they owed their Country to their own 


& private Intereſts. 
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* BuT though I am a Son of the Church, I 
muſt conteſs I have been much more conver- 
ſant in the Writings of Ancient a 
than of Modern Divines. 
* In Return to your promiſing to pray for 
me, on ſome certain Conditions, for hich 
Promiſe (however limited) T moſt heartily 
thank you; I beg Leave, Sir, to ſubmit — 
following Article of my Creed to your ſerious 
Conſideration and Judgment. 
* I po humbly hope, and ſtedfaſtly believe, 
that Juſtice, Gratitude, Honour, — Huma- 
4 ity, though they are Virtues recommended to 
* us by a Pack of Heathen Writers, are not w 
* terly 
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© terly | inconſiſtent with the Precepts of the 


84 < Gabel and the Doctrine of Chriſtianity. 


E# am, Sir, your moſt bumble Servant, 


[ 


2 0 the Ae 1 the Daily Courant. 


SIR, 


Y laying the incloſed before the Gentle- 
B man to whom it 18 addreſſed, you will 


oblige 
Your Moſt Humble Servant, 


W. Prens. 


7% EUSTACE BUDGELL EI. 
I. R. 


55 T5 - muſt be confeſſed you have an 8 
ble F aculty at raiſing a Miſt, and baffling 


t the In po of ſaperficial Obſervers; > for 
are to be blinded with your Orato- 


c“ ſuch on 
& ical Ralhiſb. Yer I make no Queſtion but 
e Truth will be ſtrong enough to diſpel all theſe 
* Clouds, and expoſe the ſhameful Nakedneſs 
« of your Deſigns and Actions to full View. 
% My remote Abode (the Diftance of above 


© an hundred Miles) affords you one Advantage 
| indeed; 
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indeed; by living near the Pre you can at- 


© tack me one Week, and ſing your Triumph 


& for it the next; and all this e er I can well 
„have Notice of your Advances. But elate 
as you may ſtrut with your fancied Victory, 
* Truth (though late) will ſyrely prevail; and 
** well for you if ſhe reduces you to fing your 
* Recantation; the only Method you can take to 
* do Fuſtice to me and all thoſe wham you have 
e obliquely calumniated through me. | 
** You begin your Triumpbal Ditty with ha- 


© ving fixed, as you ſay, a moſt flagrant Falſ- 
* hood upon me. How does that appear? 


* Why I took Notice in my laſt Letter, That 
in the Stats of your Caſe you aſſerted, That I 
* was not the, youngeſt Son living of Mr. John 
* Peirs, deceaſed, &c. though as I told you 1 
had been ſo upwards of thirty Years before 
* our Controverſy commenced; you now deny 


that you ever ſaid any Thing like this. Near 


„che Beginning of your Caſe I found thefe 
< Wards:—— William Peirs, the ficond Bro- 
< ther, who was neither his Father's nor his Mo- 


c ther's youngeſt Son at the Time of their Death, 
© went down to Cambridge, Sc. Theſe Words 
I did and do ſtill underſtand in the Senſe I 
e have put upon them; in no other could they 
* be of any Service to you. But if you, or the 
more intelligent Reader, will fix any other Con- 


© ſtruction upon them, I ſhall think it no Diſ- 


W grace to confeſs the Error of my 7 udgment ; | 
* which is all I can be chargeable with in this 


« Place. Suppoſing me miſtaken ; can ſuch a 


e Miſtake juſtify the Torrent of foul inſulting 
L Language, which _ pour upon me? But 


I can 
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I can excuſe you, Sir; it was neceſſary for 
you to catch hold on any Trifle, and grow 
outragious upon it, in order to ferment your 
Readers Paſſions, that they may be leſs at- 
tentive while you more careleſly ſlide over the 
more material Points, and make uſe of all the 
evaſive Fineſſe which your Skill in Law Chi- 
canery can furniſn you with © . 
THAI do you no Injuſtice in this Charge, 
vill evidently appear in my Notice of your 
| Queries, wherein (though quite foreign to our 
* Diſpute) you ſtuff more ſcurrilous Ribaldry 
' * than any one but yourſelf would venture to 
ee dawb a Chancery Bill with. This kind of 
| «© Artifice (pardon my Alluſion) reſembles that 
of a cunning Thief, who firſt, rolls a Gentle- 
man in Mud to trighten all Aſſiſtants from 
. him, that he may be left to pick his Pocket 
aſe: n . 
* Ix your Letter printed in the Grubſtreet, 
% Fuly 29. you charge me with another Falſ- 
*© hood, in miſrepreienting your Concerns with 
„ the Society of St. John's College. You ſay, 
I was not their Buſineſs to declare to me by them- 
% ſelves, or their Council, that my Title was good. 
Neither do J any where aſſert that they did. 
Let us now ſee what the Caſe ſays, p. 7.— 
And Mr. Budgell being aſſured by all the Coun 
cit be conſulted, that his Title was good, he 
laid the ſame before St. John's College; who 
being likewiſe aſſured by their Council that the 
Eſtate was Mr. Budgell's, admitted him to it. 
If neither the College nor their Council aſſured 
you of this their Determination, how came 
** you to know it? Here then 1s a flat Con- 
4 | 9 tradiction 
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tradition of your own Aſſertion; which you 
can never evade, but by a Quibble unworthy a 
Man of common Senſe. But I mult fix on you, 


in this Place, a double Fal ſnood; 1. of con- 


(6 


tradicting yourſelf, 2. of abuſing that Society; 


for they acquainted me by Word of Mouth 
and Writing alſo, That they could. not ar all 


* interfere with reſpect to Title. You conclude 


this Paragraph with adding, T1 might 


well tell them ¶ bad purchaſed a Law-Suir. 


Yes, Sir, and it muſt be confeſſed you have 
moſt admirably accumulated your Gains; for 
with that Law-Suit you have purchaſed alſo 
a moſt infamous Character. I wiſh you Joy 
of your Bargain. | 9 1 

Lo the third Article of my laſt Letter you 
reply, — Can any Man of common Senſe be- 
lieve what he enaeavours to prove, namely, that 
1 purchaſed the Reverſion of his Brother's Ef 
Fate, without paying a ſingle Penny for it ? 
Really, Sir, as I believe no Man of common 
Senſe and Honeſty would have acted as you 
have done, I ſhall not wonder if they ſtand 
aghaſt at your Conduct. But that you did 
purchaſe (if J may ſo call it) this Eſtate with- 
out paying a ſingle Penny for it, my Brother 
not only did, but does ſtill certify, and de- 
clares he never ſold, but only gave it you. But 
if my Brother may be ſuſpected in this Decla- 
ration, I ſhall corroborate his Evidence with 
your own Confeſſion. I know, Sir, you have 
occaſionally a very bad Memory; but old 
and infirm as my Body is, my Mind is yet 
ſtrong enough to retain a Converſation which 


paſs'd between you and me about nine or ten 
N „Tears 
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Years ſince. I then asked you, What was 


the valuable Conſideration you paid my Bro- 
ther down for this Eſtate now in Conteſt ? You 
immediately replied, None. You on- 
ly added, That there ought ts be ſome Conſide- 
ration had on Account of 800 1. paid down, (for 
other Eſtates purchaſed of my Brother,) and 
which had lain dead a long Time. That the 
8001. paid down was not a bare Equivalent 


for the other Eſtates, excluſive of this Eſſex 


Eſtate, does plainly appear, and will be yet 
atteſted by my Brother. 

„ THrrse, Sir, were the Articles contain'd in 
my laſt to prove in part the Falſpoods and 
Prevarications contained in the State of your 


Caſe. How you have cleared yourſelf of 


them, let the World judge. 

Bur ſuppoling that this Eftate was ſold to 
you, and you paid the Worth of it; yet if 
it was another Man's Right, Caveat Emptor, 
muſt I forfeit my juſt Title, if you bought a 


bad One? Prove your Purchaſe- Money paid, 


and claim it of him who gave you a falſe Title 
for it. But you know too well you did not 
buy with any Coin but inveigling Words, which 
I muſt again confront you with. — Mr. 
Peirs, you cried, throw this alſo into the Wri- 
tings with all the ather Eſtates; ſince if you 
have no Right to it, you give me nothing; and 
if you have, it is a Gift 1 ſhall be obliged to you 


for. By this Artifice you enſuared my Bro- 


ther, laid the Foundation of a Law-Suit, and 
in'd —— what? Shame and Diſtreſs; the 
juſt Rewards of ſuch foul Practices. 


*© Nor 
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Non can it be forgot, That on your ill 
* Succeſs in that Trial at Chelmsford in Efſex, 
* (March 8. 1726-7.) you could not forbear 
<< at that Time expoſtulating with my Brother, 
(from whom you pretended to purchaſe the 
«© FEftate in Conteſt,) and upbraiding him with 


* his Endeavours to defraud me of this Eftate ; 


* notwithſtanding you had ſet up his Title (by 
* which you now claim) againſt mine, by Means 
of the abovementioned Fraud. | 

* Tr1s, Sir, you. will ſay is being free with 
you: I am neceſſitated to be ſo; and to de- 
5< rect the Vileneſs of your Nature. Yet ſure 
© Decency and Good Manners (whoſe Limits I 
* would not willingly tranſgreſs) will not re- 
* buke me for affixing ſuch Epitbets as your 
„ Actions call for. 

** Now, Sir, to your Queries. — In your 
e firſt you ask me, Why I will not ſubmit the 
*© Diſpute between us to be determined by ſome 
eminent Counſel learned in the Law? To this 
LI anſwer, Becauſe I was firſt and juſtly ad- 
emitted, and am {till in legal Poſſeſſion of my 
Right; which I believe no Man would ever 
give up, to have his Title canyaſs'd afreſh at 
the Caprice of an inſolent Pretender. Would 
you, Sir, do this? Perſuade the World to 
ce believe it, if you can; and when that Day 
comes, I ſhall alſo believe you may gain Cre- 
dit for all the Scurrilities you have, or may 
invent. In the mean Time, if you think you 
** have a better Title to my Eſtate, make it ap- 
spear, and I declare to the World I will do 
vou Juſtice, | 
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% Your- ſecond n and the following 
ones, which are built upon it, contain the 


« moſt crucl of Charges; a Charge which my 


5 Soul ſhrinks at, and deteſts, as much as I do 

* you, Sir, the wicked Inventor or Publiſher of 
it. The Sum of it is this; — That my Bro- 
tber and I put ourſelves in Mourning, went to 
&* the Tenant, by Name Robert Pazey, and af- 
« ſured him our Mother was dead, (though living 
& at the ſame Time,) in order to ſeize her Join- 
"© ture; that we did ſo, and turn'd ber out a ſtar- 
ving ; which muſt really have been her Caſe, had 


not her Son Mr. Cade relieved and reinſtated her 


in tbe Poſſeſſion of ber Eſtate. This, as I take 
<< it, is the Subſtance of your Charge. As to 
* my, Share in the S anda I do ſolemnly aver, 
upon my ſacerdotal Ward, it is as baſely 
% falſe, as it is barbarouſly malicious. That 
« Mr. Cade may have his Reaſons for dreſſing 
up this horrid Story, I am well aware; what 
* thoſe are, I ſcorn to publiſh till I am pro- 
voked by him. In the Interim, Sir, I chal- 
85 . lege you to make good your Charge. Let 
both our Credits depend upon it; and may 
&* laſting Infamy fall on one of us! on me, if 1 
am proved guilty of the Facts; on you, if 
e you have unjuſtly accuſed me; and may your 
future Credit ſtand or fall by this Trial of 
your Honour and Veracity. 

*© I sHouLD take no Notice of your con- 
“ temptuous Treatment of my Wife, was it not 
< to ſhew you, (I wiſh it may be to the Convic- 
tion of your Conſcience, ) that Truth and you 
*© are irreconcileable Foes. Tis ſtrange you can- 
not relate a trifling Circumſtance without fal- 
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2 ſifying bn. Remember; Sir, my Wife was a 

„Firſt-Couſin to your Aunt ; under whom ſhe 
received her Education, and with whom ſhe 
lived as a Companion, not a Servant, as you 


** maliciouſly and fooliſhly declare. That her 


5 „ Wages paid my Debis, is an Aſſertion of yours 

of the ſame Complexion with the reſt, falſe 
and filly. 

** Wno could fink into ſuch Scurrilities as 
** theſe but you, Sir, who are ſo remarkable a 
Diver into Filth and Falſbood? You who can 
rake the darkeſt Abyſs of Invention for Mat- 
ter of Defamation. 

* I rinp, Sir, you are ſtill reſolved to rack 

my private Vindication of myſelf upon the po- 


** litical Writers, nay more, to impute it to the 


Management or Influence of ſome great Men. 
(0 


** be of more Weight, with the Publick, than 


my repeated ſolemn Declaration? Once more 
c 


* 


Commerce or Acquaintance with any of the 


© great Men hinted at by you; nor with any of 
* thoſe Gentlemenwhoſe Attacks you complain of. 
*© But whatever their Attacks may be, I have no 


** Reaſon to queſtion but that you ſtill give them 


*© full Provocation. I ſhould be at a Loſs to ac- 
count for this ridiculous Effrontery, but that 
I perceive you aim to make JOSE conſide- 
rable by the Intention. 

** To uſe your own Words 


EC 
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Pardon me, 
cc 
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And do you expect your bold Surmiſes will 


I proteſt to you, and all Mankind, I have no 


Sir, if 1 am a litile free with you upon this Oc- 
caſion. What Man of mighty Figure de you 
take yourſelf for, when you ſuggeſt that Men 


nin the firft _ of Life, and that all the 
** Courts 
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Courts of Fuſtice are combining together to 
oppreſs and ruin you? Prithee, if the Pride 
of thy Heart will give thee Leave, take a 
ſhort Survey of thyſelf, EusTace BupotLL, 
Barriſter at Law, is really but a very little 


Man, if he did but know himſelf; and his 


vaunted, ſelf-ſufficient Vit and Paris 
why they are but little too, notwithſtanding 
the Buſtle he makes with them; and much leſs 
for the ill Uſe he makes of them. A Man may 
ſtrut and make a great Noiſe, and at the ſame 
Time only expoſe his own eminent Liitleneſs. 
When you fix yourſelf upon the two Gentle- 
men of Note, whom you mention, and ſtretch 
your Lungs to a loud Vociferation, you put 
me in mind of that inſignificant Animal upon 


the Coach-Hheel, who would fain have per- 


ſuaded the People the Cloud of Duſt was of 
his own raiſing. I am half of Opinion too, 
that thoſe Gentlemen, in Return for the Com- 
liment you make them, by thruſting your- 
{elf into their Company, will be very ready 
to bruſh you off, as the Coachman did the noiſy 
Boaſter atoreſaid. Alas! alas! Sir, a Pigmy 
has but a ſmall Chance for Notice among fall 
Fellows, unleſs he mounts upon their Shoul- 

ders, and then indeed he may raiſe a Laygh. 
Ix you think it convenient once more (if I 
may uſe your own Alluſion) to mount the Stage, 
and make another Bear- Garden Houriſb, in 
order to wound my Character, I may think 
myſelf in Honour obliged to try the Force of 
your Weapons. But don't ſerve me as you 
did the laſt Time fight one B.rtle, and 
begin another before I am able to mount ; 2 
| (e 0 
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& ſo ſing your Triumph for ſcarifying me at a 
< Diſtance. The length of this Epiſtle obliges 
* me to defer my Anſwers to ſeveral other Aſper- 
<* ſions and Slanders, ſcattered in your two laſt, 
© to another Opportunity. In the mean Time, 


Sir, fince you flight my Prayers for your 
** Proſperity, I will, ſpite of you, turn them for 


* your Converſion, however cruelly you think 
it to rear * | 


North Cadbury, Your humble Servant, 
Aug. 21.1731. EY 
| WM. PIERS. 
To the Author of the Daily Courant. 
#1; 


0 Y OUR tranſmitting the Incloſed to the 


well-known Barriſter, will be conſider d 
as a Favour to | 


Your moſt bumble Servant, 
W, P. 


* EUSTACE BUDGELL E 
SIR, 


** FI RememsER in my firſt Letter, I did pro- 
f miſe the World, and you, upon a certa in 
c | 


Condition, to ſet you to View in your proper 
** Colours, You have called full loud upon me 
I 2 "== 
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to do it; and therefore, to acquit myſelf of 
my Engagement, I beg Leave to take. Notice 
of ſome Paſſages in your two laſt Letters, 
omitted in my late Reply to them, in order to 
make ſome farther Advances towards finiſh- 
ing your Portrait. 


Fou give the World to underſtand, that 


T have got into Poſſeſſion of two of your Eſtates 
by certain Tricks. Perhaps it would not be 
amiſs, if theſe Tricks, as you call them, were 
explained a little. One of theſe Eſtates I 
gained by a Method very unlucky to you, I 
confeſs ; I had not only a natural, but a legal 
Right to it: And as it came to me by In- 
heritance, I have ſecured it by Law. This 
now is an abominable Trick to you, who 
ſeem to think (if we may judge your Thoughts 
by your Practice) the Law was intended to 
overturn Right, not to preſerve it. 
TRE other Eſtate was tied down (as ap- 
pears by Articles ſigned and ſealed by your 
ſelf) for the Payment of an Annuity to a 
Lite in Being; beſides, for old Arrears due by 
your former Contract. Perhaps, you thought 
that as the Payment of this Money was not 
an Obligation binding upon your Conſcience, 
neither was the Law bound to oblige you to 
the Performance of Articles. Behold again 
the Tricks of this ſame perverſe Law]! Con- 
trary to your Expectation, and moſt ftrenuous 
Endeavours, it has taken the Side of Juſtice, 
and ſentenced your Eſtate to pay a contracted 
Debt. Theſe are the Tricks you complain 
of. And indeed it is hard, that after a la- 
boured Purſuit of ſeveral Years, the Law 
; | «© ſhould 
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*. ſhould ſo ungratefully requite and ſpurn an 
humble Follower, . 
*© Ir is ſomewhat remarkable, that in your 
long Study of the Law, you are arrived no 
higher than what ſome Under-ſtrappers are 
expert in at their firſt ſetting out, which is, 
the Art of beſpattering and defaming your 
8 * Adverlary. | 
** Your indifferent Succeſs in not a few Cauſes 
in our Courts of Judicature, is a pretty evi- 
dent Mark, either of your bad Skill in Law, 
or of your bad Conſcience, or perhaps, of 
both. But for your Defamatory Art, I need 
no other Proofs than your two laſt Letters to 
me; wherein, for one Paragraph to the pur- 
poſe of our Diſpute, there are ten levelled at 
my private Character; which, whether the 
Matter contained in them be true or falſe, are 
quite foreign to our Queſtion. I could wiſh 
with all my Heart you would change this Law 
Profeſſion for any other, ſince a continued 
Practice is like to be the ruin both of your 
Credit and Fortune. 
Sou Paſſages in your Letter in the Grub- 
ſtreet, Auguſt the 5th, ſet me o'laughing ; but 
** ſoon recollecting they might be the unhappy 
Effects of a diſtemper'd Brain, I grew a little 
more ſerious, and Pity got the upper Hand 
of Ridicule, You tell me of furious Attacks 
** made on you by Osborne, the Hyp-Doctor, 
Walſingham, and his Excellency Mr. Ulrick 
D'Ypres. What a Regiment of formidable 
Heroes is here, enough to frighten a Country 
Parſon ! Had you not explained the Nature 
of their Attacks, I ſhould have feared the 
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ce next Poſt might have brought me News of 
«your Throat being cut. But One of them, 
«© you ſay, had the Aſſurance to repreſent you to 
** the Publick, under the worſt of Characters, 
namely, that of a litigious Man, who loved 
and fomented Law-Suits, Did he ſay this? 
And had he the Aſſurance to ſpeak ſo much 
Truth? This is a Boldneſs and Preſumption 
v which you, of all Men, may well ſtand aghaſt 
* at! Bat no Matter: Let looſe ſome of your 
Law againſt him for it. This you have done, 
« it ſeems. But (O Cruel Diſappointment !) 
he brings not only Truth with him, but Wit- 
F* neſſes to back her; Aſſertions. To which 1 
can add your own verbal and written Boaſt- 
«© 1ngs. Yet---- O happy Budgel!! whoſe Law- 
** temper*'d Front can brave and deny them all. 
„Bur in order to fhew the Injuſtice of the 

„% Afperſion, and in what Manner you had Law- 
& Suits forced upon you, and how you was hunt- 
* ed through all the Courts, you thought proper ta 
* publiſh the Caſe between you and me. I cannot 
e help thinking this was a falſe Step; unworthy 
the Subtlety of your Genius: For while you 
g endeavour to divert People from believing a 
Truth which conſiſted in Generals, you un- 
<** happily refer them to Particulars which con- 
firm it. This was not quite fo politick as 
one might expect from a Man of your boaſted 
© Sagacity. Indeed, it is ſome kind of Apo- 
s logy you make for your Miſtake, when you 
<< repreſent me as ancient Clergyman, who poſſibly 
*© might not know of all the Injuſtice and Oppreſ- 
** fion that had been committed under my Name, 
Truly, Sir, I have not yet heard of any. But 
, FE A & Jam 
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I am apt to believe, upon full Conviction of 
my Reaſon, that Sentence fairly interpreted, 
would run thus : ---- Mr. Piers being an ancient 


Clergyman, and living at a great Diſtance, I 


may ſafely publiſh what 1 pleaſe under the Title 
of a Caſe between him and me. I am truly ſen- 
ſible, Sir, nothing but a ſtrong Preſumption 
of my being indolent, unactive, or ſuperan- 
nuated, could have drawn you in to publiſh 
ſo many Fal ſhoods to your own Confuſion. 

* Bur give me Leave to note by the Way 
If you was hunted through the Courts, it was by 
Juſtice only, who, as you fled from Court to 
Court, cloſely purſued at your Heels, and at 
laſt gave you a fatal Trip. Have a Care for 


the future of leading ſuch a Wild. gooſe Chaſe ; 


for though you make nothing of leaping over 
all the Fences of Right and Truth, that ſame 
Huntreſs will ſurely overtake and foil you. 

** Yov tell me, Sir, Jou are fully convinced, I 


am only made uſe of by ſome People, to divert 


«© you from executing a Deſign they ſuſpect you are 
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upon, and which, you have reaſon to believe, 


gives them ſome Uneaſineſf., What Deſigns 
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you are upon, I neither know, nor care; but 
if I may be Judge of them by your Deſigns 


upon- me, they ſnould be to rob thoſe Per- 
ſons either of Eitate or Reputation: But he 


who has Law to defend the One, and a good 
Conſcicnce to defend the Other, has no great 
Cauſe for Uneaſineſs. That there are ſuch 
Rapparees and Bravo's in the World, every 


Man muſt be aware; and it is the Buſineſs of 


Prudence and Philoſophy to guard us againſt 
them. But you quite miſtake e Uſe that - 
(e made 
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made of me. You are the only Perſon who 
has made uſe of me; and (as it happens un- 
luckily for your future Attempts) to alarm 
thoſe Perſons and the World to beware of the 
vile Scope of your Projects. What they are 
to expect from you, they may reaſonably con- 
clude from your Attempts upon me; which 
are your utmoſt Endeavours to blaſt my Fame, 
and ſeize my Eſtate. | 


Moe live, you ſay, ina very obſerving, though 


a very wicked Age. True, Sir; and the Me- 
moirs of your Life, faithfully written, would 
evince the latter. But I believe ſcarce a wick- 


ed Obſerver of them all would chuſe to copy 


your Imprudence.. I know not how your Ge- 
nius came to betray you; but few Adepts of the 
Induſtry would venture to publiſh Heaps of 
apparent Scandal and Falſhood, as ſo many 
Proofs of their Veracity and Benevolence to 


Mankind. Whether your Bar-Oratory, or 
your Chamber-Counſel, recommends this Me- 


thod, I doubt you will gain but ſmall Practice- 
by 5 

*© YOU aſſure me the Ae does not much mind 
Mens Words, when they ſee them contradifted 
by their Actions. Whatever Diſagreement | 


there may be between my Words and Actions, 


I muſt own there is a perfect Harmony in 
Yours. As your Actions are of the baſeſt 
Kind, your Words correſpond exactly with 
them: And as your Actions have plunged you 
into your preſent deplorable Circumſtances, I 
fear (unleſs you alter your Stile) your Words 
will help to keep you there. 


” Tov. 
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% Jou tell me, You ſball be infinitely obliged 


to me, if I will condeſcend to do you ſtrict 
Juſtice. Alas! Sir, you know not what you 
aſk for; fri Fuſtice would ruin you. Con- 
ſider what ſtrict Juſtice would be to a Man 
who has been guilty of ſuch complicated 
Crimes. It is Matter of Grief to me, that I 
cannot vindicate myſelf, without repreſenting 
you to the World as you are; and in doing 
this, I have forbore every Reflection, not im- 
mediately neceſſary towards clear ing our Diſ- 


pute. My whole Aim has been to turn the 


ce 


Darts of your own Malice againſt you, with- 
out once attempting to annoy you from my 
own Quiver : How, indeed, ſhould I do it, 
when, upon the ſtricteſt Examination of my 
Heart, I find not one envenomed Arrow there? 
If, after this, 'you appear odious to Mankind, 
thank your ſelf: If your turbulent, malicious 
Nature hurries you into Miſchiefs, look at 
Home for the Cauſe. | 

*© Yxr think not, Sir, becauſe I have hither- 
to Zenderly acted a defenſive Part only, that I 
want Matterof the blackeſt Dye to charge you 
with ; and undeniable Proofs to make it good, 
partly by Letter from yourſelf. But you take 


ſuch Pains to diſplay your true Character in its 


native Deformity, that you ſave me the Trou- 
ble and Regret of adding to it. I ſhall there- 
fore ſtick Joſe to my own Vindication ; and, 
as that requires, either exhibit, or drop all 
new Accuſations. MY. 

*© YOU threaten and charge me not to oblige you 
to proceed, Why? What have I to fear? 
Swell, if thou wilt, and diſcharge-all the Poi- 
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ſon in thy Heart, I dread it not; I have an 
Antidote within; a Conſcience that will ſpeak 
Peace and Reſt to my Soul, when thine may 
call in vain for it. Tou ſay, You are not ſo 
much a Stranger to ſome Paſſages in my Life, 
and to ſome Management in the Law-Suits, as 


imagine. Speak on ! I challenge thee to 


ſpeak ! What Management is it thy Vileneſs 
would infinuate ? What Injuſtice have I ever 
done thee ? Declare and prove it: And if I 


make thee not ample Reparation, Shame and 


Infamy fall on me. But thy Pride, thy filly 
Pride, makes thee think thou art the Terror 
of Great Men; and makes thee fancy that their 
clandeſtine Management has helped me to my 
Eſtate, in order to undo thee. Wretched In- 
a def I know not what 
to call thee, but by a Word too harſn and un- 
grateful to my Senſe.) OY 


Bor what are thoſe Paſſages in my Life 
which you threaten to bring to Light? whom 


have I wronged ? whoſe Right have I in- 
vaded ? Is every Slip,. every Error in my 
whole Life's Conduct to be brought to Ac- 
count 1n the preſent Diſpute ? Shame on thy 
Malice! Fet, go on---- I defy thee ! Judge, 
all Mankind, if there is Juſtice, Honour, or 
Humanity, in this kind of Dealing ! Theſe 
are the Heathen Virtues which you recom- 
mend to me: I wiſh thou wert Heathen 
enough to bring thee into the Road to Chriſtia- 
nity. As to Gratitude, I owe you none. 
And doſt thou boaſt thy ſelf a Son of the 
Church- with all this Baſeneſs and Rancour 
in thy Soul? Whether thou art a — 

x & t y 


ce thy Son, or Ia more worthy Miniſter, I refer 
e to the impartial Judgment of Mankind. 
Bur know, Sir, amidſt all theſe vaſt Provo- 
*© cations and Menaces, and maugre all the 
* ſeeming Warmth, (with which every juſt and 
I peaceable Man may vindicate his injured Cha- 
** racter,) there is a perfect Serenity of Mind in 


North Cadbury, Your humble Servant, 
Aug. 30.1731. 8 


Soon after the Date of the Reverend Mr. 
Piers's laſt Letter, I fell ill of a dangerous Fever, 
ſucceeded by a Rheumatiſm, hich made me ſo 
weak, that I was unable to turn in my Bed, 
without the Aſſiſtance of two Perſens. It was 
thought that I ſhould not have recovered ; and I 
am told, That ſeveral of the publick Papers had 
actually put me to Death. This ſevere Sick- 
neſs, and ſome other Affairs, have hitherto pre- 
vented my taking any Notice of Mr. Piers's two 
_ laſt Letters; but I beg Leave at preſent to re- 
turn him the following Anſwer to them. 


To the Reverend Mr. William Piers, Rector of 
North Cadbury in Somerſerſhire. 


E 
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Very ſevere Fit-of Sickneſs occaſioned 
; my not anſwering your two laſt Letters. 
** Providence, contrary to the Expectation of 
** moſt People, and my own Deſires, has thought 
** fit to raiſe me once more from a ſick Bed. To 
K 2 e what 
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0 End this is done, or what I am deſigned 
for, I am not able to determine. Perhaps, 
Sir, among other Things, I am to be the 
mean Inſtrument of ſetting your own and your 
Brother's Actions in their crue Light. Since 
my recovering a tolerable Degree of Health, 
my whole Time hath been taken up by a 
troubleſome Affair, which your honeſt Brother's 
Proceedings forced upon me, and in paying 
a Debt of Gratitude to the Memory 5 one of 
the beſt and greateſt Men“ this Age has pro- 
duced. I hope, Sir, what I have ſaid, is 
ſufficient to excuſe my not writing to you 
ſooner; that you will have the Goodneſs to 
ardon my Omiſſion, and to accept at preſent 
of the following Anſwer to every Part of your 
two laſt Letters, which can poſſibly ſeem to 
deſerve one. 
„ You begin the firſt of thoſe Letters with 
endeavouring to ſhew, That I have unjuſtly 
charged you with aſſerting a moſt flagrant 
Falſbood. 
Ix your firſt Letter which appeared in Print, 
dated May 26. 1731. you ouly thought pro- 
per to deny in general, the ſeveral Fadis men- 
tioned in the State of my Caſe; ; but then you 
threatened, That 
* If my Infatuation ſhould ſo far delude my 


Judgment, as to prompt me to call on you for a 


Proof of Particulars, you ſhould then be obliged 


to Heu me to the World in * Colour- 
ing. 


Dea 


— 


— 
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* The late Lord Onrtry, 
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© You added, That 


* You ſhould obſerve a Conduct contrary to mine, 


as believing Juſtice is better di . by the 


Simplicity of Truth. 
* In my Anſwer to this terrible Letter, I ſtill 


* ventured to aſſert the Truth of the State of my 


Caſe, upon which you ſet about the York you 
had promiſed the Publick, viz. to ſhew we to 


the World in my proper Colouring, and to 


diſtinguiſh Fuſtice by the Simplicity of Truth. 


Tux very firſt Step you took in this lauda- 
ble Undertaking, after having demurely expreſ- 


ſed a moſt chriſtian-like Concern, that my Im- 


prudence would not ſuffer you to conceal from 
the World the Baaneſs of my Nature, I ſay, the 
very firſt Step you took after this pions Preface, 
was to affirm a downright Fal/hood, to affirm 
a Fact which you knew was falſe at the Time 
you affirmed it, and which every Man in 
England may ſee is falſe, who will but peruſe 


the State of my Caſe in the — to my 
Letter to the King of Sparta. 


*© Your Words were theſe: 

« In the State of this Caſe (to which he refers 
his Readers) Mr. Budgell has been pleaſed to 
aſſert, That J am not the youngeſt Son living 
of Mr. John Piers, deceaſed, late of Denton 
in Oxfordſhire ; though it is a Notorious Fact, 
that I have been ſo more than thirty Years before 
our Controverſy commenced. I beg Leave to ast, 
in this Place, What kind of Infatuation muſt 
poſſeſs the Man who could hope to reap Ad- 
vantage from ſuch a Falſity, in which he was 
ſure to be cally detected. 


1 * In 
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«& In Anſwer to the preceding Paragraph, I 
told you, That the Fact which you aſſerted in 


1t, and upon which you argued in fo ſolemn 


a Manner, was a moſt notorious and flagrant 
Falſbood. I told you, that I had no where aſ- 
ſerted in the State of my Caſe, that you, are 
not the youngeſt Son living of your deceaſed Fa- 
ther, or any Thing like it; but that on the 
contrary, I always did, and ſtill do moſt rea- 
dily grant, that you are the youngeſt Son living 
of your deceaſed Father. | 
Lr us now ſee after what Manner you 


* defend yourſelf in your laſt Letter but one 
againſt my Charge, viz. That you had aſſert- 
ed a molt notorious and flagrant Falſbood. 


** Your Words in your laſt Letter to me but 
one, in Anſwer to this. Charge, are theſe: 


I took Notice that in the State of your Caſe, 


you aſſerted, That I was not the youngeſt Son 
living of Mr. John Piers deceaſed, &c. though, 
as I told you, I had been ſo upwards of thirty 
Years before our Controverſy commenced : you 
now deny that you ever ſaid any Thing like this. 
Near the Beginning of your Caſe I found theſe 
Words; William Piers, the ſecond Bro- 
ther, who was neither his Father's, nor his 


Mother's youngeſt Son at the Time of their 


Death went down to Cambridge, &c. Theſe 
Words I did, and do ftill underſtand, in the Senſe 
T have put upon them; in no other could they 


be of any Service to you. | 
Do you really think, Sir, that it is poſſible 


your Readers can be ſuch a Parcel of Fools 
and Ideots, as to take this Paragraph of yours 


for an Znfwer to my Charge againſt you, 


namely, 
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namely, that you had knowingly affirmed a 
e Falſhood ? 

%“ You affirmed, That I had faid in the State 
of my Caſe, that you was not the youngeſt Son 
LIVING of your deceaſed Father, I told you, 
4 That you affirmed a moſt ſhameful Falſbood; 
for that J had ſaid no ſuch Thing. 
No in order to prove that I have ſaid, 

* You was not the youngeſt Son LIVING of your 
deccaſed Father, you are pleaſed (to the Aſto- 
niſnment I dare ſay of all your Readers) to 
ſhew, That I have ſaid, Jou was neither your 
Father's, nor your Mother*; youngeſt Son, at the 
* Time of their DEATH. 

« Do I affirm, dear Sir, that vou are not the 
| youngeſt Son living of your deceaſed Father, 


cc 


nh 


. 
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* Son at the Time of his Death? Might not 
you have had ten younger Brothers when your 
Father died, (which was above thirty Years 
e ſince,) and yet might you not be his youngeſt 
Son now living? Was not Laud Pers your 
« Father's youngeſt Son at the Time your F "_ 
died? And was not Mr. Laud Cade y 
Mother's youngeſt Son by her ſecond Hub 
* when ſhe died? And do not theſe /wvo plain 
« Facts fully prove the Truth of what I aſſert in 
&« the State of my Caſe ® Can you deny either of 
© theſe two plain Facts? Give me Leave, Sir, 
to bluſh for you, ſince I find you are incapable 
c of bluſhing yourſelf. 

«© InsTEAD of taking Shame to yourſelf, as I 
“ have heard even your noble Patron once did, 
« you perſiſt to tell me, That you did, and do 


nn 


&« ſtill underſtand my Words in the Senſe you bave 


put 


becauſe I ſay, That you was not his youngeſt - 
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put upon them. In Anſwer to this I cannot help 
* ſaying, That it is abſolutely impoſſible, either 
* you or any Man living, who can but read Eng- 
* liſh, could underſtand them in that Senſe. You 
* add, That my Words could be of no Service to 
** me in any other Senſe. J am ſorry you force 
& me to tell you, That this is as flagrant a Fal/- 
% hood, as any you have yet aſſerted. The only 
© Title you ever pretended to my Eſtate, was by 
* Virtue of the Cuſtom of Borough Engliſh. It 
is 1mpoſlible you can be intitled to it by his 
** Cuſtom, unleſs you was your Father's or your 
* Mother's youngeſt Son at the Time of their 
* Death. Can any Thing therefore be ſo much 
* for my Service, or ſo evidently demonſtrate the 
* flagrant [juſtice of your Proceedings, as my 
* ſhewing that you was neither your Father's 
* nor your Mother's youngeſt Son at the Time 
* of their Death? | 
„ Havins in vain endeavoured to clear your- 
« ſelf of my Charge againſt you, namely, that 
* you had wilfully and knowingly aſſerted a Fal/- 
* hood, you endeavour, in the next Place, full 
* as vainly to charge me with one. You quote 
the following Words out of the State of my 
«© Caſe. And Mr. Budgell being aſſured by all 
« the Council he conſulted, that his Title «was good, 
% be laid the ſame before St. John's College, who 
« being likewiſe aſſured by their Council that the 
« Eftate was Mr. Budgell's, admitted him to it. 
«© After theſe Words you place the following no- 
4 table Query; F neither the College, nor their 
Council aſſured you of this Determination, how 
came you to know it ? I have already told you, 
That it was not the Buſineſs of the — to 
declare 
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declare to me either by themſelves, or their 
Council, that my Title was good: Neither 
did they make any ſuch Declaration i Form. 
** Notwithſtanding which, I have many Reaſons 
” to believe, That their Council were of Opi- 
will give you one Reaſon for my believing 
this: Mr. Creamer acts as the College-Steward 
** 1n the Manor where this Eſtate lies. Upon my 
** ſhewing this Gentleman my Title, together 
„ with Mr. Horſeman's Opinion, in the ſtrongeſt 
*© Terms, that it was a clear and a good one; 
Mr. Creamer was ſo fully convinced. of it, 
that he went down with me himſelf to the 
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an undoubted Right to the Eſtate ; and drew up 
the Attornment; which Pazey ſigned, and 
thereby became my Tenant. „ 

** You proceed, though much againſt your 
* Will, to take ſome Notice of my Queries: 
* You found you could not poſſibly - overlook 
them; yet inſtead of giving a diſtin and 
<* plain Anſwer to each of them, which I deſired 
„ you would do, you have jumbled em toge- 
ther with ſome Art and Cunning, and then tell 
me they contain the moſt Cruel of Charges: A 
Charge, which your Soul ſhrinks at, and deteſts 
as much as you do me, the wicked Inventor, or 
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« Publiſher of it. The Sum of it (ſay you) is ibis: 


* That my Brother and I put our ſelves in Mourn- 
„ing; went to the Tenant, by Name Robert Pa- 
<< zey, and aſſured him our Mother was dead, 
* (though living at the ſame Time, ) in order to ſeize 
« her Fointure; that we did ſo, and tarned her 
© out a ſtarving 5 which muſt really have been her 
| i Þ ** Caſe, 


nion my Title was clear, and indiſputable. I 


* Manor, told the Tenant Pazey, That I had 
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& Caſe, had not her Son Mr. Cade relieved, and 
« reinſtated her in the. Poſſeſſion of her Eſtate : 
% This, as I take it, is the Subſtance of your Charge. 
« Well, Sir, be it ſo: This Charge is one of the 
e blackeft Charges I ever heard in all my Life. 
Let us ſee the Anſwer you give to it; and 
«© whether, or no, as cruel as you are pleaſed to 
% ſay this Charge is, you 4 really deny it. 
« Your Anſwer to it is ſo extremely remark- 
able, that I muſt intreat all my Readers to 
take particular Notice of it. As to my Share 
in the Scandal, (ſay you,) I do ſolemnly aver, 
upon my SACERDOTAL WoRd, it is as baſely 
Falſe, as it is barbarouſly Malicious. This is all 
the-Anſwer you have thought fit to make to m 
Charge. But does this Anſwer deny the Charge? 
In ſhort, Is this Anſwer like the Candour 
„% and Plainneſs of a Miniſter of the Church of 
« England, or the little ſcandalous Shuffle of a 
« Jeſuit? Let us ſee what it is, that you are 
pleaſed ſolemnly to aver upon your Sacerdotal 
* Word? Why truly, nothing more than this, 
that your ſhare in the Scandal, is as baſely Falſe, 
* as barbaroufly Malicious, To give you your 
Due, Sir, you have not pawned your Sa c ER“ 
DoTAL WoRp for very much. I do agree 
with you, that the Story is juſt as baſely Falſe, 
as it is barbarouſly Malicious: But then, Sir, 
you muſt allow me to add, that it is ſo far 
c from being either Falſe or Malicious, that it is 
ce ſtrictly Tyue; and that, I think, I have as 
much Reaſon to aſſert it, as I have to affirm 
«© there is ſuch a City in the World as Conſtan- 
* 7izople. Your Brother, your own Mother's 
Son by her ſecond Huſband, the Reverend 
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Mr. Cade, a Clergyman of an unblemiſhed 
Character, told me the Story, and expreſſed 


his Grief to me in the moſt pathetick Terms, 


that he had ſuch a Relation as your ſelf: 
The Tenant, Robert Pazey, told me the very 
ſame Story in every Particular, and com- 
plained how grievouſly you had impoſed upon 
him. I found the whole Country was ac- 


quainted with the Story; and looked upon it as 


one of the moſt notorious and barbarous 
Cheats that was ever committed. Your eldeſt 
Brother himſelf, and his Wife, both confeſſed 
to me that the Story was True: Your Brother 
pretended at leaſt to be ſorry for what he had 
done, and afſured me, that the whole Plot 
and Contrivance was yours. Laſtly, to con- 


vince me fully of the Truth of this Story, I 


have been ſhewn the very Leaſe which you - 


and your Brother ſigned to the Tenant Pazey, 


while your Mother was Living. I think I 


know both of your Hands as well as I do my 
own, and am fully convinced that you bor 
executed that pretended Leaſe. You do not 
deny that your Brother Cade has on up 
this horrid Story; but then you add, that you 
are well aware he may have his Reaſons for il: 
What thoſe Reaſons are (ſay you) Iſcorn to publiſh, 
till I am provoked by him. It would I believe 
be the moſt curious Piece this Age has ſeen, if 
you would but pleaſe to acquaint the World 
what could pollibly make your own Brother 
dreſs up this horrid Story about you, if the 
Story, horrid as it is, was not True: I am afraid 
it is demonſtrable, even from your own Con- 
feſſion, that either you or your Brother Cade 
muſt be a compleat In order to prove 
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2 your ſelf Innocent, you will conſider, whether 


It is not neceſſary to ſhew us that he is Guilty. 


© I do aſſure you, moſt Reverend Sir, that, to 
* my certain Knowledge, your Brother Cade de- 
fies you to do your worft ; and is fully ſatiſ- 
< fied, that his Character cannot ſuffer for any 


* Thing you can ſay him. Your Brother had once 
«& drawn up an Account in Writing of ſome other 
of your Exploits, which made as uncommon 
an Hiſtory as ever I peruſed. To be plain with 
you, Sir, there were ſome Facts which I thought 
at leaſt equal to any in the Life of Guſman, 
and which in mere Pity to you I endeavoured 
to perſuade him not to expoſe: You have 
gratefully requited me. If your Modeſty tempts 
you to appear once more in print, let me ſee 
no more Shuffling, or a Parcel of idle Exclama- 
tions, which are nothing to the Purpoſe. Give 
c a direct and diſtin Anſwer to each of my 
Queries, and particularly to this. Did you 
and your Brother ſign a Leaſe to Robert Pazey 
for that Eſtate at Thorrington, which was your 
« Mother's Fointure, while your Mother was 
Living? or did you not ? h 


60 


Lou Anſwer to my firſt Quere is ex- 


tremely remarkable, I deſire to know, If you 
only rely on the Juſtice of your Cauſe? and 

not on ſome Things which you know I dare 
not name, why you will not ſubmit the Diſ- 
pute between us to be determined by any emi- 
nent and indifferent Council learned in the 
LAW, 8 e | 

Tov anſwer, Becauſe J am in legal Poſſeſſion 
of my Right, (meaning the Eſtate at Thorring- 
ton, ) which I believe no Man would ever give up, 
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6“ 70 have his Tulle canvaſſed afreſh, at the Caprice 
FF an inſolent Pretender. 
I UNDERSTAND you, Sir, perfectly well: 
*© You know as well as I do, that your Title is 
not good, and are therefore reſolved not to ſub- 
mit it to any Council. Lou ſay you are in 
the legal Poſſſſion of the Eſtate in Diſpute be- 
* tween us: Do not take it amiſs, Sir, if I ac- 
quaint the Publick by what means you got 
into this legal Poſſeſſion. You brought an 
*© Ejectment againſt my poor Tenant. To this 
** Eje&ment I was obliged to make my ſelf a 
Party: I could not but think my ſelf ſure of 
my Cauſe, ſince not only my own Council, viz. 
Mr. Serjeant Darnell, and Mr. Serjeant Baynes, 
but even the Council you had conſulted, de- 
clared my Title was good : You broyght on, 
however, your Cauſe at Chelmsford ; but in- 
**© ſtead of entering at all into the Merits of your 
** pretended Title, which would have ended all 
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** Controverſies between us, (but which you very 


well knew was not good,) you only produced 
a Leaſe for three Years, which you had per- 
4 ſuaded my poor ignorant Tenant to take from 
*© you, and which I never heard, or dreamt of, 
till you produced it in Court. This Leaſe 
being what the Lawyers call an Eſtoppel 
*© againſt the Tenant in Poſſeſſion, by this 
© ſhameful Trick, if any Thing may be called a 
*© Trick in the Law, you got a Verdict againſt 
me, and what you are pleaſed to call legal 
* Poſſeſjion. By a Trick of the very ſame kind, 
*© you got legal Poſſeſſion once before of this very 
** Eſtate while your Mother was living. To 
*© be relieved againſt this Trick of yours, I was 

** adviſed 
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adviſed to bring a Writ of Error in the Houſe 
of Lords, to gain Time, That I might apply 
to Chancery for Relief. Upon this Writ of Er- 
ror, it 1s certain your Succeſs againſt me was 
ſo very extraordinary and remarkable, that I 


believe there is hardly a Lawyer in England, 


who has not heard of it. 

*© SINCE I wroteto you laſt, your honeſt Bro- 
ther, whoſe Cauſe you defend, is likewiſe got 
into what I preſume he calls a legal Poſſeſſion 


of all my Goods, and ſeveral Papers (to the 


value of perhaps Two Thouſand Pounds) which 
were in my Houſe at Denton. He got into the 
legal Poſſeſſion of theſe, by breaking open my 
Houſe in the Night, and taking them away, 
It is true, he did not perform this Exploit 
till he heard I was upon my Death=-bed, and 
I believe thought me actually dead. Thus, 
Sir, you have got a legal Poſſeſſion of my 
Eſtate, and your honeſt Brother of my Goods 
and Papers. I am too well convinced, Sir, by 
woful Experience, That it is in vain for me 
at this Time to diſpute any Point with either 
of you at Law; yet, give me Leave, Sir, to ask 
ou one ſerious Queſtion : It there is a Supreme 
Being, who is ſtrictly juſt, and takes any No- 
tice of human Affairs, can you poſſibly be- 
lieve that ſuch horrid Acts of Oppreſſion, 
Cruelty, and Injuſtice, will paſs unpuniſnhed? 
ln my Letter to you of laſt Auguſt, the 7th, 
ſince I found you and your Lady had quite 


forgot ſome Things, and that you took the Li- 


berty of treating me with ſuch hard Epithets, 
as baſe, vile, and inſolent, &c, I preſumed gently 
to put you in mind, That ſuch ſort of Lan- 

F* guage 
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« ſome Debts. 
To this you anſwer, 


* 


** 1 ſhould take no Notice of your contemptuous 
* Treatment of *my Wife, was it not to ſhew you 


* (I wiſh it may be to the Conviction of your Con- 
« ſcience) that Truth and you are irreconcileable 
% Foes. Nis ſtrange you cannot relate a trifling 
E Circumſtance, without falſifying it. Remember, 

Sir, my Wife was a Firſt-Couſin to your Aunt 3 
under whom ſhe received her Education, and 
with whom ſhe lived as a Companion, not a Ser- 
vant, as you maliciouſly and fooliſhly declare. 


ce 
cc 
cc 
& 
&« of yours of the ſame Complexion with the reſt, 
« falſe and ſilly. 

* Your Aſſertion that your Wife was my 
Aunt's Firſt-Couſin, is, I confeſs, a very ſur- 
prizing Piece of News to me. One Thing I 
am ſure of, viz. That my Aunt never called 
her any Thing but plain Betty. If you will 
not let me to ſay, That ſhe was my Aunt's 
Servant, you muſt at leaſt, Sir, allow me to 
affirm, That my Aunt had no other Servant; 
and that J have ſeen your Lady, with my own 
Eyes, an hundred and an hundred Times, 
waſhing my Aunt's Linnen, and either emp- 
tying or ſcowering a certain Utenſil which 
the fineſt Ladies have ſometimes Occaſion for. 
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' guage was not quite ſo decent, conſidering. 
your Wife had been my Aunt's Servant many 
Years, lived in my Father's Family, and that 
I my ſelf had been particularly kind to her; 
and conſidering that the Money ſhe got in her 
* Service, with a generous Legacy her Miſtrels left 
** her, had ſerved to pay off your moſt trouble- 


That her Wages paid my Debts, is an Aſſertion 
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* Ido not deny, Sir, that ſhe is become a Gen- 
** tlewoman, ſince you have done her the Honour 
to make her your Wife; nor do I at all doubt, 
but that if your extraordinary Merit and Ser- 
** vices ſhould procure you a Biſhoprick, the 
„would do the Honours of your Table in a 
proper Manner. I never heard but that ſhe 
* ſerved my Aunt faithfully, and honeſtly ; nor 
js there any manner of Harm in her having 
„been a Chambermaid ; yet if Ladies, when 
* they grow Great, will intirety forget what 
they once were, it cannot be amiſs to put them 
„ gently in mind of it. You aſſert, That ſhe 
lived with my Aunt, not as a Servant, but as 
& Companion: Pray, Sir, will you be fo kind as 
* to ask her one Queſtion ; When ſhe was in our 
** Family, did ſhe fit with my Aunt at my Fa- 
* ther's Table, or not? I dare fay ſhe will not 
“ aſſert ſhe did; becauſe there are at leaſt an 
* hundred People now living, who could con- 
* tradict her. Indeed, Sir, my Father at that 
C Time would as ſoon have admitted his Cook, 
& or his Coachman, to have ſat with him ar his 
% Table as your Lady. How much ſhould I 
&< ſcorn to mention theſe Particulars, did not 
you oblige me to it, by charging me with a 
& Falſhood ! Why will you and your Lady force 
& me to tell you ſuch Truths as I find are not 
very pleaſing to you? That ſhe has as great 
& Obligations to my Family, as a Woman can 
& well have, is certain; that the Money the got 
jn my Aunt's Service, with what her Miſtreſs 
ce left her when ſhe died, helped to pay your 
% Debts, is as noloriotſiy known, as it is that 

& you were over Head and Ears in Debt when 
& j you 
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you left the Univerſity of Cambridge. What 
Money you may now be worth, what Sums 
you may have had for ſecret Service, I ſhall 


not pretend to determine. a 
As to your frequent Hints and . 


in your Letters, that I am a Madman ; This, 


Sir, is a Point which I never yet diſputed, nor 


I believe. ever ſhall. The King of Sparta, 
his Brother .Ulrick, Mr. Osborne, Wa Io hem 
tor, and Mr. als. ingham, have all. of. them 


ſtrongly affirmed this Fact. Hard is their 
Fate, if they have not been able to. convince 
the World of what I never yet denied. 


Methinks it is a ſort of Reflection upon all 
theſe able Writers, for you, Sir, to imagine, 
That even your ſacerdotal Word could make 
a Thing more plain, which they have long 
ſince ſo clearly demonſtrated. Believe me, 
Sir, your harping ſo very often upon this 
String, can only ſerve to convince the World 
in whoſe Service you are liſted, and to what 
Clan of Writers you belong. 

* You conclude your laſt Letter, with aſſuring 
me, That amidſt all my Provocations and Me- 
naces, you enjoy a perfect Serenity of Mind. 
It is certain there is no greater Happineis, than 
for a Man engaged.in Controverſy, to enjoy 
that Serenity of Mind which you aſſure me 


you are ſo perfect a Maſter of. Upon my 
ſearching your two laſt Letters to me, for ſome 


Marks of this ſerene Temper, I find the fol- 


lowing Expreſſions. I am neceſſitated to detect 


the Vileneſs of your Nature. Prithee, if the Pride. 


of thy Heart will give thee Leave, take a ſhort. 


Survey of thy ſelf. Euſtace Budgell, Barriſter 
M at 
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4 4% Law, is really but a very little Man, if Je 
did but know bimſelf; and his vaunted felf-ſuf- 
* fictent Wit and Parts, why they are but little 
* too. O bappy Budgell ! whoſe law-tempered 
Front, &c. what Management is it thy Vileneſy 
* would infimtate ? © Smell if thou Tilt, and diſ- 
* charge alt the Poiſon in thy Heart T have an 
* Antigote -within, a Conſcience that will ſpca 
Peace und Reſt to my Soul, when thine may cal, 
in vain for it. Some Paſſages in this Letter ſet 
* me o laughing ; but foon recollefiing they might 
"be the unhappy Keel, of a diftempered Brain 
4 I grew a little more ſerious, and Pity got the 
« upper Hand of Ridicule. Thy Pride, thy filly 
« Pride, makes thee think thou art the Terror of 
& great Men, and makes thee fancy that their clan- 
* deſtine Management has helped me to my Eſtate, 
& in order to undy thee; wretched Inſinuation 4 4 
* deſperate I know not whatto call ee; but 
* by Mord too harſh and ungrateful to my Senſe. 
* I every Slip, every Error in my Life, to be 
* brought to Account in the preſent Diſpute ? 
e Shame on thy Malice! I defy thee ! Fake all 


Mankind, if there is Fuftice, Honour, or Hu- 
c 


* manity in this kind of Dealing! Theſe are the 
„ Heathen Virtues which you recommend to me: 1 
* wiſh thou wert Heathen enough to bring thee into 
4 the Road to Chriſtianity. As to Gratitade, T 
* Se thee none. Doft thou boaſt thyſelf a Son of - 
* the Church, with all this Baſeneſs and Rancour 
& in thy Soul? Whether thou art a more worthy 
cc Son, or I a more worthy Miniſter, I refer to 


the impartial Judgment of Mankind, &c. &c. 
= Ry 5 
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Fax be it from me, Sir, to refuſe even an 
Enemy that Commendation which is juſtly 


due to him. When I look upon the foregoing 
Sentences, all faithfully extracted out of your 


two laſt Letters, I muſt ingenuouſly own, 1 


am at a Lofs whether I ought chiefly to ad- 


' mire your Meekneſs and Charity as a Clergy- 


man, your Piety as a Chriſtian, your good 
Breeding as a Gentleman, or your Serenity as 
a Philoſopher. 2 70 
* Yov cannot, Sir, expect, that an unhappy 


 Lunatick ſhould be able to imitate this Sere- 


nity of Mind, which you fo juſtly boaſt of, 
and are ſo eminently bleſs d with; I therefore 
truſt in your known Goodneſs, that whenever 
I haveexceeded the Rules of Decency and good 
Manners, you will charitally impute it, either 
to the Starts of a guilty Conſcience touched to 
the Quick, or to the Ravings of a Madman 


f when his F is upon him. I am, 


6 1 R. 
Mur 4 Obedient, 
hy, And Moſt Humble Servant, 
ay 7, E. Bup@BLL, 


IBA vR done with the Reverend Mr. William 


Piers: 1 proceed to ſay ſomething of his Honeſt 
Brother John Piers. This Man had an Eſtate of 


about One hundred Pounds per Annum, Part of 


M 2 which 
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| which was only Leaſehold. ' There was a Mort 
ff | gage upon it for about 700. and a Judgment by 
ET. his own Confeſſion for 10001. beſides which he 
| owed Money to a great many People. His Ne- 
# ceſſities were ſo great, that I have many a Time 
lent him ſmall Sums to buy Bread for his Fami- 
1 ily. I was induced to be kind to him, by his 
having married a Woman who was related to 
me; and may Providence never bleſs either me 3 
or mine, if 1 did not moſt ſincerely love this 
| Man: I had reſolved to make his Life eaſy 
: and comfortable. He was every Day in Appre- 
i henſion of being flung into a Goal, and had of- 
ten begged me, even with Tears, to ſettle his un- 
happy Affairs, and buy the Reverſion of his 
Eſtate, which he had long endeavoured to fell 
in vain. This was in 1719. juſt before the South- 
Sea, and when I had a large Sum of ready Mo- 
ney by me. I at laſt complied with his Requeſt, 
and took his Eſtate with ſo little Satisfaction 
about the Title, that I am well aſſured no Man 
but myſelf would have laid out his Money on 
the ſame Terms. I took his bare Word for all 
Particulars relating to the Eſtate ; but have ſince 
found that almoſt every Thing he then told me 93 
was falſe. For the Reverſion of this Eſtate, and of 
his Mother's Copyhold at Thorrington, I paid 
him eight hundred Pounds in Money, forgave 
| him all the Syms he owed me, and agreed to 
| | diſcharge the Judgment for one thouſand Pounds. 
| | By un properly executed, I was to have 
' the immediate Poſſeſſion of one half of the 
Houſe and Gardens, and Piers was ſtrictly 
| obliged not to cut down any Timber or Wood. 
1 Some Time after I had paid my Purchaſe-Mo- 


ey; 
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ney, he cut down great Quantities of Wood, a 
whole Grove of fine young Trees, and a long 
ſhady Walk in the Garden, which he very well 
knew I was moſt particularly fond of. I found 
it neceſſary to ſtop ſuch ſhameful Devaſtations; 
but as I ever abhorred a Law-Suit, I offered to 
refer all Differences between us to any one Man 
of Honour and Reputation in the whole County. 
* Two Gentlemen, who made a conſpicuous Fi- 
gure in it, who were Mr. Piers's particular 
Friends, and had known him many Years before 
they knew me, offered at different Times to ſet- 
tle all Things between us. I immediately em- 
braced their kind Propoſal, and offered to ſub- 
mit all my Intereſt intirely to either of them. 
To their infinite Surprize, they found that Piers 
: would hearken to no Terms, nor agree to any 
Arbitration. I dare appeal for the Truth of this 
Fact to two Perſons in Oxfordſbire; one of 
whom 1s an Ornament to the higheſt Order of 
the Church ; the other is no leſs eminent for his 
Humanity, than for his Station and Skill in the 
Law. They have both conſtantly done, and I 
am very ſure will always do me full Juſtice upon 
1 this Head. | 
Fohn Piers has not quite ſo much Cunning as | 
his younger Brother the Parſon. His Tongue \ 
ſometimes gets the better of his Diſcretion, and | 
he has often told me in a Bravado, that Though 
be had no Money himſelf, yet that there were Peo- 
ple ſomewhere, who would ſupport him in any 
Cauſe, and with any Sum againſt me ; that they 
had reſolved to give me a Belly full of Law, to get 
me into a Goal, and make me rot there. 


SOME 
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Some of his Proceedings againſt me, in Con- 
fidence of his being thus ſupported, have been ſo 
uncommon and extraordinary, that I beg Leave 
to give you an Account of them. I am very 
well aſſured you will not think it tedious. 
In order to put a Stop to his Devaſtations 
upon my Eſtate, I went down myſelf to live in 
the Houſe, of which I was intitled to one Moie- 
ty from the Time of my Purchaſe. Upon my 
coming down, Piers thought proper to remove 
to a Farmer's Houſe about half a Mile diſtant. 
He took away all his Beds, and what Goods 
with him he thought proper; but having ſent 
for Beds, and other Things, from my Houſe in 
London, I did well enough with my little Fa- 
mily. I had lived there for ſome Time, when 
one Morning two Bailiffs came into my Bed- 
Chamber, arreſted me in an Action in Piers's 
Name, and told me, If 1 did not give immediate 
Bail, they would carry me to Oxford Goal. I 
have forgot at preſent the Sum for which I was 
arreſted. The Bailiffs were immediately fol- 
lowed by Piers himſelf, who came into my 
Houſe at oe Head of a Mob, which he had 
got about him. I deſired to know of him be- 
tore forty Witneſſes, by he arreſted me? and 
offered immediately to pay him 5001. if he could 
prove I owed him five Shillings. He abſolutely 
refuſed to declare why 1 was arreſted ; but told 
me with a Laugh, 1 ſhould know that at a proper 
Time. Though I was almoſt a Stranger in the 
Country, I made a Shift to find undeniable Bail 
for this Action; and the Bailiffs having no fars 
ther Pretence to ſtay with me, left my Houſe. 
Piers and his Mob ſtill ſtayed, inſulting me = 
J Fac 
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the moſt abuſive Language. I at laſt loſt all 
Patience, and was poing to have caned one of 
them. A Gentleman of a. good "Eſtate in the 
Country, who had been one of my Bail, pre- 
vented me, and taking me afide, told me, He 
thought he ſaww a great deal more in this Aﬀair 
than I did; - that he believed I was purpoſely pro- 
wvoked to make me ſtrike ; and that if I did ſo, I 
ſhould be immediately murdered.” ' What he ſaid . 
appeared of ſo much Weight to me upon ſome 
little Reflection, that I reſolved patiently to en- 
dure all Inſults, and only took care to keep three 
of my Servants about me. When Piers found I 
was not to be provoted, he locked up me and 
my Servants, vis. a Footman, a Gardener, and 
a Servant Maid, in the Room where' we were. 
The Mob, who were with him, immediately 
ſet up a loud Huzza, and diſperſing themſelves 
over all my Houſe, took away whatever they 
pleaſed. One of my Men loft a Silver Watch, 
which had coſt him five Pounds, a large Sum in 
a poor Servant's Pocket. As I was under Con- 
finement, I could not ſay who took away any of 
my Goods. When my Servants and I had been 
kept Priſoners about two Hours, and the Mob 
had done what they pleaſed, Piers thought fit 
to unlock the Door, and releaſe us. I think I 
may ſafely aver, the Action he arreſted me upon 
was a Sham one, ſince he never brought it to a 
Trial; nor do I know to this Hour _ I was 
thus arreſted. Upon conſulting Council, I was 
adviſed to bring an Action againſt Pers for ſalſe 
Impriſonment; and my poor Servants, who had 
been ſhut up with me, and ſufficiently abuſed 
or frightened, were likewiſe adviſed to 2 
. | their 
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their ſeveral Actions. The Trials came on at 
the Oxford Aſſizes. I proved the , Particulars 
above mentioned by ſeveral Witneſſes, and could 
have called a great many more. It was abſo- 
lutely impoſſible to prevent my having a Verdict. 
I had one: But what Damages do you think, wok 
I had given me for being thus arreſted on a 
Action, robbed, abuſed, inſulted, and impri- 
ſoned in my own Houſe ? As poor a Man as I 
am, I will venture to lay you a, Guinea you do 
not gueſs within five hundred Pounds; I never 
yet met with any Man that did. The Dames 
given me were Onz FARTHING. 

Al Low me to ſay, Sir, that I as little thought 
one Day as you, or any Gentleman in the Houſe 
of Commons can now think; that my Liberty 

would have been valued at this Rate. I am deter- 
mined to fix this Faribing in the Midſt of a gilt 
Frame, and to put this Inſcription round it:: 


Anno Dom. —— The value Y the Liberty 7 
an Englithman, 
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I might, perhaps; add, of an Eng T2 Gentle- 
man, who had been in ſeveral conſiderable Poſts, 
and done important Services for the Houſe of Ha- 

nover. Should my Fate ever carry me again in- 
to foreign Nations, I fancy no Body who ſaw 
this Farthing, could doubt how firmly Liberty 
was eſtabliſhed and protected by Law, in the 
happy Iſland of Great Britain. 

I xNow it is my Duty to think, that the Pro- 
ceed ings in Courts of Juſtice are ſtrictly juſt; 
yer I muſt own one Thing at firſt a little ſtuck 
with me: Though the Damages given me were 

but 
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but One Farthing, two of my Servants had one 
Shilling given to each of them. I will not think 
that this Diſtinction between us was made on Pur- 
poſe to inſult and mortify me. Damages in theſe 
Caſes have been always proportioned to the 


Quality of the Perſon injured : Since I muſt not 


therefore imagine that Partiality, or an impro- 
Influence is got into our Courts of Fuſtice, I 
am reſolved ſtedfaſtly to believe, That my own 
Föbotman was eight and forty times a better Man 
than his Maſter. 8 

Tove I made no Complaints myſelf, my 
Tryal above-mentioned made a good deal of 
Noiſe. As ſoon as I came to Town, an eminent 
Gentleman at the Bar ſent to deſire to ſpeak 
with me: He told me My Tryal at Oxford had 
been the Subject of a Public Converſation among a 
great many Gentlemen of the Long Robe; That a 
Perſon eminent at the Bar, who affirmed he was 
preſent at it, had given them an Account of it; but 
that there were ſome Particulars ſo very uncom- 
mon, that he hardly knew how to believe them; 
and that this was the Reaſon of his ſending for me. 
I ToLD him I never loved fruitleſs Complaints; 
and added (what was ſtrictly true, viz.) Thar J 
had not told the Story myſelf to any Body. I de- 
fired, however, to know what he had heard? 
Upon his acquainting me, I aſſured him that 
the ſeveral Falls he had mentioned were True. 
Fit be ſo, Mr. Budgell, (ſays he,) it was a moſt 
infamous Verdict; there was never ſuch a one ſince 
Magna Charta: Yu ſhould not look upon this as 
your own private Caſe ; 'tis the Concern of every 
Gentleman in England: One of his Majeſty's Ser- 
jeants is of the ſame Opinion with me; and if you 
N agree 
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agree io it, will immediately move, that you may 
have a new Tryal granted you, and that the 
ſhameful Record, of your Farthing Damages 
(which will otherwiſe remain a Scandal to the 
Laws of England) may be cancelled. T thanked 
him for his Friendſhip ; but had ſeen oo much, 
to defire to begin again. I made ſome Obſerva- 
tions at the Tryal ; which were ſo very obvious, 
that I believe I may fafely aſſert, there was not 
one Perſon in the whole Court who did not make 
them as well as my ſelf. This Thing was not 
done in a Corner. | 

T PREFERRED a Bill in Chancery againſt 
this John Piers, to compel him to the Perform- 
ance of an Agreement ſigned with his own Hand, 
and zoitneſſed, but which he reſolutely refuſed 
to perform. He immediately preferred a Cro/s 
Bl againſt me; ſo that I found myſelf engaged 
in Too very expenſive Suits in Chancery, and a 


good Quanticy of Buſineſs cut out for Council, 


Attorneys, Sollicitors, Clerks in Court, Com- 
miſſioners, Agents, Evidences, Bailiffs, Under- 
Saerifts, Sc. Sc. My Adverſary (though not 
worth one Groat) was ſo plentifully ſupplied with 
Money, ſo zealouſly ſerved, and fo ſtrongly ſup- 


Ported, by ſome Body or other, that after /ome 


Nears ſpent in Law, and a vaſt Expence, I 
found myſelf unable to contend with him an 
longer : I have been obliged, for feveral Years 


paſt, to let this Law-Suit ſleep, though I have 


_ Year ſuffered very great Loſs and Damages 
by Piers's not executing an Agreement he had 
made with me, and which was moſt evidently 
very much for his own Advantage By this 
Agreement I was to have taken the Eſtate into 
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my own Hands, to Sa paid Piers F ourſcore 
Pounds a Year, N during his Life, 
(which was more than ever he made of it,) 80 ro 


have diſcharged him from keeping in Repair the 
Houſe, Outhouſes, and Garden-Walls, which he 
_ by the Ain Covenants between us obliged 
£0 do. 

1 PROCEED to give you an Account * 1 1 


loft Exploit, which J do aſſure you is extremely 


famous in Oxfordſbire. I left my Houſe . Sk 
this Eſtate (Piers being ſettled for ſeveral Years 


paſt in a little Thatched Cottage, at a Diſtance 
from it) to the Care of a Servant. He has been 
in the undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of it for ſeyeral 


Years paſt; and I have paid him above Threeſcore 
Pounds for his Pains, ſince he firſt looked after it, 


I left my Houſe (which is a pretty lar 5 one) 


cently, though not richly furniſhed : Ser- 
vant who had, and ſtill has the Keys, —_— 


with his own Family at the other End of the 


Pariſh ; but uſed conſtantly to go down once or 
twice Fo Day to ſee that all my Goods were ſafe. 
Some Time fince, under the Maſk of an Execu- 


tion, my Papers at my Houſe in Arundel- Street 
were ſeized upon, and 5 in a moſt villainous 


Manner. I made my Complaints of this Horrid 


Outrage in a proper Place, as I thought at leaſt, 


and with proper Afidavits in my Hand ; but 
could get no Redreſs ; and upon conſulting the 
moſt eminent Council, found it was in vain to 
hope for any. I had {till Papers by me of great 
Conſequence to my own Affairs ; and ſome, as I 
conceive, of no leſs Conſequence to the Publick, 
After what had paſſed, I was very uneaſy at 
having theſe Papers with me in the Feet, and 

N 2 yet 
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et ſcarce knew who to truſt with them. I at 
Hiſt thought they would be thoroughly ſafe in a 
frrong Cheſt and a little Cloſet, in one of the Gar- 
reis in my Houſe i in Oxfordſhire ; ſince the Houſe 
ſtands by it ſelf, is built of Stone, and, as no Body 
lived in be. could not be fired, e it was done 
on Purpoſe. Upon theſe Conſiderations, J in- 
truſted my Papers to an old Servant, who has 
lived with me a great many Years. Iordered her 
to go down to Oxfordſhire, to get a ſtrong Cheſt, 
which I deſcribed to her, removed up into the 
Cloſet ; to put New Locks and Keys both upon 
the Cheſt and the Cloſet- Door; to lock them care- 
fully, and bring up the two Keys with her to 
| London; and not to leave them with my Servant 
in the Country, who had the Keys of all the reſt 
of the Rooms in the Houſe. My Maid went 
into Oxfordſbire, and returning to me in a few Days 
with Two Keys; aſſured me, ſhe had exactly 
executed my Orders; and that to avoid any Talk 
about Papers, ſhe had likewiſe put ſome Linen, 
and other Things into the Cheſt. She had been 
in Town ſeveral Months, when I happened to 
fall into a very ill State of Health. During my 
Sickneſs, I received a Letter from my Servant in 
Oxfordſhire, acquainting me, That my Houſe 
had been broke open in the Night, and ſeveral 
Goods taken out of the Hall, n he could 
not ſay by whom; but that he had ſecured all 
the Doors again, faſter than ever. Soon after, I 
received ſeveral other Letters from him, to ac- 
quaint me, That my Houſe had been broke open 
ſeveral Times, and Part of my Goods ſtolen 


each Time; though he had not yet been able 


to diſcover the Villains. All I could do in my 
unhappy 
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unhappy Circumſtances was, to charge him to 
watch the Houſe carefully for the future, and to 
do his utmoſt to diſcover who the Villains were 
that robbed it. At laſt, he ſent me Word, in 
the Month of March 1731, That he had ſur- 
prized that very Morning one Badcock, a moſt 
notorious Rogue, and who had been ſeveral Times 
in Gaol, one Gillman, a Day-Labourer, and 
Fobn Piers, who had broke open my Houſe the 
Night before, as he ſuppoſed, becauſe they had 
got all my Goods into the Court, and were 
actually carrying away the laſt of them, when he 
came upon them; That Piers and Gillman look- 
ed (to uſe his own Words) as if they had been 
cut down from the | Gallows ;, and, that he told 
them they were baſe Men to break open his 
Maſter's Houſe, and ſteal his Goods; That he 
could not get one Word from Piers and Gill. 
man; and that Badcock only ſaid, He could 
not tell where they had the Goods. He let me 
know by ſome other of his Letters, - that all 
the Country cried out, Shame ! upon this barba- 
rous Proceeding againſt a fick Man under Con- 
finement, and unable to help himſelf: Thar 
Pier beſt Friends, among whom were a cer- 
tain Counſellor, and an Attorney, who had for- 
merly gone great Lengths to ſerve him, declared 
publickly, That this was ſo flagrant a Felony, 
that they would never more have any Thing to 
do with him. : 

I rap ſtrong Reaſons to believe, that my 
poor Servants applying for Fuſtice would ſignify 
nothing; and I was under violent Apprehen- 
ſions, that he might be taken off from giving his 
Evidence: I reſolved therefore, ſick as I was, if 

; 1 pPoſſible, 
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poſſible, to go down my ſelf, By making a 
Depoſit in the Bank of 250 l. I put myſelf out of 
the Power of two Perſons to whom I do not owe 
One Farthing, and who are ſuing me for a pre- 
tended Debt, with no Deſign, but to ruin me. 
My few Honeſt Creditors, who know I will pay 
them as ſoon as ever I can, gave me free Leave 
to go wherever J pleaſed: So that in Auguſt laſt, 
I got down to Oxfardſbire, in an ill State of 
Health myſelf, and forced to leave a Servant up- 
on the Road, whom I took with me, and who 
was almoſt killed with a Fall from an Horſe. 
My Houſe lies about five Miles from Oxford. I 
went directly to Oxford, concealing myſelf as 
much as poſſible, and from thence ſent to my 
Servant, who had the Care of my Houſe, to 
come privately to me. Upon talking with him, 
IT found that my Houſe was entirely ſtripped 
from Top to Bottom; that even the little Cloſet 
in the Garret was broke. open, and the ſtrong 
Cheſt with all the Papers in it carried aff, I 
immediately took him to a Juſtice of Peace, to 
make Oath of the ſeveral Facts he had told me. 
The Fellow, upon Examination, gave the ſame 
Account of every Thing as he had before done 
to me, both in his Letters and by Word of 
Mouth. The Juſtice, while he was taking down 
his Examination in Writing, ſaid, two or three 
times, That is Felony ; and, That brings the Fe- 
lony home to Piers : That fixes the Felony upon 
Piers, When my Servant had ſworn to the 
Contents of his Examination, I deſired a War- 
rant againſt the three Fellows who had broke 
open and robbed my Houſe. A Warrant was 
granted me readily enough againſt Badcock and 


Sillman; 


L 
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Gillman ; but no Intreaties of mine could poſ- 
ſibly prevail, to obtain a Warrant againſt Pers. 
I ih, I have ever thought that Jſtice ought 


to be equal to all Men: It appeared by my Ser- 


vant's Oath, That Piers was the principal Offen- 


der; and that one Part of my Goods which 


were ſtolen were hid in his Barn, and another 
Part carried to his Houſe. 
| I BzG Leave, in this Place, to make a ſhort 
Digreſſion upon the Commiſſion of the Peace, as it 
has ſtood of late Years in the County of Oxford ; 
and to ſhew you, That an Oxfordſhire Juſtice can, 
when he thinks proper, be leſs Delicate and Com- 
plaiſant than this Gentleman was in the preſent 
Caſe, to a Man who has often abſconded for 
Debt, and, to my certain Knowledge, is not now 
worth One Shilling. 

I wi. ſhew you, Sir, that an Oxford/hire 
Juſtice can, when he thinks it, treat even an In- 


nocent Perſon in a very different Manner. 


Some Years ſince, two Fellows were prevailed 
upon to ſwear the Peace againſt me. I found 
them endeavouring to break down one of my. 
Gates, and told them, That if I caught them 
again at that Sport, I would order my Servants 
to fire upon them, or would do it myſelf. This 
was the real Fat. Upon theſe Fellows ſwearing 
the Peace againſt me, I was taken up with a 
Warrant by a Conſtable, carried away five Miles 
before a certain Juſtice, and treated by this 2worth- 
leſs Creature with as much Inſolence, as if J had 
been a common Pick-pocket, I was bound over, 
as uſual, to appear at the next Sefrons. If I had 
appeared, I muſt have had up my Recognizance 
of Courſe, My not appearing was therefore a 

Prejugice 
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Prejudice to no Man, but to myſelf and my Sure: 
ties. I was detained in London by Affairs of 


Conſequence: Yet, becauſe I did not leave all my 


Buſineſs, and appear at the Seſſions in Oxford, 
(though no new Complaint was made againſt me) 
an Order was made at the Seſſions, That my Recog- 
nizance (which, as I remember, was zhreeſcore 
Pounds) ſhould be eſtreated. 

O HAPPY Britain] O fortunate Engliſhmen | [ 
among whom 7uftice (the full Reward for all 


thoſe immenſe Sums, and heavy Taxes you pay 


yearly to the Government) is thus equally, thus 
impartially adminiſtered 
I xxow not in what Light Things have been 
repreſented to the Lord Chancellor ; but I ſhall 
lay before you two other plain Matters of Fatt: 
Mr. Serjeant Skinner, a Gentleman of an un- 


blemiſhed Character, in conſiderable Buſineſs, 


eminent at the Bar, and Recorder of Oxford, who 
by V:rtue of the City Charter may try a Crimi- 
nal for a Capital Offence, and cauſe him to be 
Executed, as he actually has done; I ſay, Sir, this 
very Gentleman, thus qualified, and thus d iſt in- 
guiſhed, was for ſeveral Years together kept out 
of the Commiſſion of the Peace in Oxfordſhire. 
Ueox his preſent Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, when all the Commiſſions of the Peace 
were renewed, as I deſigned to ſettle in Oxford. 
ſhire, and had' no Mind to be inſulted by all 
who might think it meritorious to uſe me ill, \be 
cauſe I was no Favourite of the Firſt Mi niſter* 1 
had a Mind to be in the Commiſſion of the Peace: 
I was at the Bar, (which Circumſtance alone, was 
always thought a ſufficient Qualification for a 


| June of Peace,) I had at leaſt One thouſand 


Pounds 
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Pounds per Annum, which lay in Middleſex, Ox= 


 ford/hire, and other Counties: I had been in ſe- 


veral conſiderable Poſts under the late King, and 
ſhall make no Scruple to ſay, That I had done 
the Houſe of Hanover. ſome Services. I applied 
upon this Occaſion to a Brother-in-Law, who is 
a Member of your Houſe, .one of his Majeſty's 
Council, and has two conſiderable Poſts. My 
Brother (with whom, till I had openly declared 
againſt a certain great Man, to whom he has 
perſonal Obligations, I lived in a perfect Friend- 
ſhip) readily promiſed to get me put into the 
Commiſſion of the Peace. He did accordingly 
ſpeak ro —— Martin Eſquire, the Lord Chan- 


cellor's Secretary. I waited twice myſelf upon 


the ſame Gentleman ; and was in hopes of ob- 
taining this only Poſt I ever applied for ſince his 
moſt gracious Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne. 
But when the Commiſſion of the Peace for Oxford- 
ſhire was renewed, my Brother was not a little 
ſurprized (I had ſeen too much to be ſurprized 
at any Thing) to find that I was left out of it. 
 Amone all the Acts of Parliament which 
paſſed laſt Seſſions, I am humbly of Opinion, 
there was not a better Act than that for Regu- 
lating the Commiſſion of the Peace: I am afraid 
the Power of a Juſtice of Peace, (which 1s every 
Year growing greater) has been too often in- 
truſted to very improper Men, and abuſed in the 
moſt ſcandalous Manner. I have myſelf made a 
Collection of ſome Facts, which may one Day 
be of uſe. Your providing that no Attorneys 
ſhould be in the Commiſſion, was a moſt wiſe 
and neceſſary Regulation: How often thoſe Men 
have made the Power of a Juſtice of Peaee ſub- 
ſervient 
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ſervient to their own Intereſts and baſe Deſigns, is 
pretty notorious. : I ſhould be loth to aſſert too 
ſitively, that this Power was never abuſed by 


Gentlemen at the Bar. You may poſſibly, Sir, 


find it neceſſary one Day or other to take effectual 
Care, that no two or three Men linked toge- 
ther, and countenanced by a firft Miniſter, ſhall 
have it in their Power to ride and tyrannize over 
a whole County. 8 3 

I RETURN from this Digreſſion, to the Rela- 
tion of my own Affair. 5 

I was not able, as J have already told you, 
to obtain a Warrant for the apprehending of 
Piers. All I could prevail upon the Juſtice to 
do, was to ſend him a Letter, wherein he ac- 
qua inted him with what my Servant had ſworn ; 


and let him know, That if he did not appear be- 
fore him, he ſhould be obliged to grant a War- 


rant againſt him. I took the Liberty to let the 
Juſtice know, that I conceived ſuch a Letter was 
little better than giving Piers fair Warning 
to run away. That J was ſatisfied he, and the 
other two deſperate Fellows, who had broke 
open and robbed my Houſe, were encouraged 
to do what they did from a Belief that I was 
dying; and that I was perſuaded they would all 
three of them run away, as ſoon as ever they 
heard I was in the Country. But all my Rea- 
ſons and Arguments were not ſufficient to pro- 
cure a Warrant for the apprehending of Piers. 

I SHALL in this Place do the Gentleman in 
the Commiſſion of the Peace to whom I applied 
the Juſtice to acquaint all my Readers, that he 
is generally thought to be at leaſt as Learned in 
the Law as any one Man in Oxfordſbire, and is a 

ſort 
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ſort of Oracle in the County. He has very good 
Buſineſs, as fair a Reputation as moſt Gentlemen 
at the Bar, and has ever been looked upon as a 
ſtaunch Whig. I have heard, indeed, that he 
is not altogether unknown to a certain Great 
Man, who I do not take to be my Friend ; but 
am very unwilling to think that a View of plea- 
ſing any Man, ſhould have any Influence over his 
Manner of acting in the Commiſſion of the 
Peace: I muſt likewiſe do him tie Juſtice to own, 
that though I could not obtain from him what I 
deſired, I was treated by him with great Civility 
and good Manners : But when I have done him 
the Juſtice to allow all this, the learned Gentle- 
man muſt excuſe me, if I take the Liberty to 
relate Matters of Fact, eſpecially ſince I find my 
Ruin compleated by his refuſing me what 1 
humbly conceive, at leaſt, I had a Right to de- 
mand, and ſince I do not know how ſoon ſome 
of my Fellow-Subjects may be in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances with myſelf. 1 

FinpinG I was unable to obtain a Warrant 
for apprehending Piers, I deſired, that I might 
have a Warrant to ſearch his Houſe and Barn for 
my Goods. My Servant ſwore poſitively, that 


one Part of them were in his Houſe, and another 


Part hid in a Barn which ſtood in a Field at 
ſome Diſtance from his Houſe. : 

Mr. Juſtice made ſome Difficulty to grant me 
ſuch a Warrant; at laſt, however, I obtained a 
Warrant from him in the following Words : 


Q 2 Oxon 
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Ono if. To the Conſtable of Cuddeſdon in the 


 faid County, and alſo 10 the Conſtable 
' of Denton in the ſaid County of Oxon, 
and to each of them. _ 


WH EREAS it hath been proved upon. Oath 
before me, one of his Majeſty s Juſtices of the Peace 
for the ſaid County, That ſeveral Goods belonging 
to Euſtace Bud all Eſquire, have been ſtolen out 
of his Houſe — in the County of Oxon ; 
and that the ſaid ſtolen Goods are now in the Houſe 
of John Piers of Cuddeſdon aforeſaid ; Theſe are 


therefore, in his Majeſty's Name, to require you to 


ſearch the Houſe and Barn f the ſaid John 
Piers, in Cuddeſdon aforeſaid, for the ſaid ſtolen 
Goods ; but you are not to break open any Door, 
or to & any Thing therein which is illegal. Given 
under my Hand and Seal this 27th * of . 


1731. 
| John W.. a 


IBELIEVEI may defy any Man in England to 
match this Search Warrant : It appears, upon 
the very Face of the Warrant, that it had been 
proved upon Oath, That my Goods had been ſtolen ; 


and that the ſaid folen Goods were in the Houſe of 


John Piers. Upon which Mr. Juſtice commands 
the Conſtable, in his Majeſty's Name, to ſearch 
the Houſe and Barn of the fail John Piers for the 
ſaid ſtolen Goods; and yet, immediately after, 
expreſly orders him not 10 break open any Door. 
How to make theſe 4 Orders conſiſtent with 
one another, is, I confeſs, paſt my Skill; and 1 


am afraid, wauld a little puzzle even the Learned 
Gentleman who gave them. 
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1 repreſented to him, that he was com- 
manding JImpoſſibilities : I deſired nothing more 
but that he would give me a Search Warrant in 
the common Form, and allow the Conſtable to 
execute it as he did all other Warrants of the 
ſame Nature. I even offered to give him ſuffi- 
cient Security to ſave both himſelf and the Con- 
ſtable harmleſs for ſo doing: I told him the 
meaneſt Cobler in London was never refuſed what 
I now asked ; and that no body knew better than 
himſelf, that all the Juſtices in England iſſued 


their Warrants to | ſearch Houſes without any 


Reſtriftion, when: poſitive Oath was made before 
them that ſtolen Goods were in ſuch Houſes. 
Hx confeſſed that moſt Juſtices did act in that 
Manner; but added, That having conſidered 
how the Law ſtood, he did not take ſuch War- 
rants to be legal; and therefore muſt deſire that 
I would excuſe him from granting me ſuch a 
Warrant. | 
IF the Law ſtands as this Gentleman ſays, 
TI own he has done me no Injury; but then 


one Thing I am ſure of, viz. That if, when 


our Houſes are . broke open, and we know 
where our Goods are carried, we muſt not be 
fully impowered to ſearch for them, it is high 
Time that all Eugliſumen ſhould know in how 
bleſſed a Condition they are, and how firmly their 
Properties are ſecured to them. I believe, Sir, I 
may venture to aſſure you, that if the Tradeſ- 
men in London believed the Law ſtood as this 
learned Gentleman ſays it does, they would not 
ſleep one Night quietly in their Beds, till your 


_ Houſe met again, and they had a new Act of 


Parlia- 
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Parliament paſſed for the Security of their Pro- 
perties. If this learned Gentleman is right in his 
Notion, (for I will not ſuſpect that he did not 
believe himſelf, what he told me,) it is likewiſe 
high Time that all the Juſtices in London (I 
might. perhaps add, all over England) ſhould 
be informed, That they have hitherto ated ei- 
ther like a Pack of ignorant Fools, or a Gang of 
Houſe-Breakers. Theſe Conſiderations, Sir, 3 
make me conceive it highly neceſſary to lay my 
Caſe before the Publick. I am pretty confident, 
that if Conſtables cannot be impowered to break 
open Doors, and to ſeize ſtolen Goods, when it 
appears upon Oath that fuch Goods are in ſuch 
an Houſe, Nine Felons out of Ten will for 
the future eſcape, who are tried at the Old Bailey; : 
and againſt whom I obſerve the ſtrongeſt Evidence 1 
uſually is, that the Goods ſtolen were found in the | 
Felon's Houſe. I will not ſuppoſe any Thing fo 
much to the Scandal of our Laws, as to fancy 
that a Point on which the Properties of ſo many 
Perſons muſt daily depend, is left doubtful, and a 
Thing for Lawyers to quibble, diſpute, and 
, harrangue upon; if it be, we have been moſt 
egregiouſly bantered in being ſo often told that 'T 
our Laws are the heſt in the World. I dare fay, \ 
this Point is fully ſettled in all Foreign Nations, 
even among the Hottentots. | | 
I covLp get no other Warrant than ſuch a 
one as I have given you the Copy of, nor could 
perſuade the Juſtice to truſt me even with this, 
till I had given him my Word and Honour 
that Þ would not ſuffer the Conſtable to break 
open any Door. With this ſtrange ſort of Search+ 
Warrant, I rode to Cuddeſdon (five Miles from 
5 Oxford) 
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Oxford) where my Houſe lies. The Conſtable 
to whom I firſt ſhewed the Warrant, refuſed to 
do any Thing upon it : But at laſt; I made the 
Tithing-Man, or Under-Conſtable, promiſe me 
ro _ he Piers's Houſe. I told him I would go 
thither firſt my ſelf, ordered him to ſtay ſome- 
time behind me, and not to go to the Houſe the 
ſame Way I went. Upon my coming to Piers's, 
by great good Fortune, I found the Door open; 
and going in, ſaw ſeveral of my Goods, ſuch as 
a Clock, a Jack, and a good Quantity of Pew- 
ter in a lower Room, which was open. No body 
but Piers's Wife was in the Houſe : She was ſo 
ſurprized to ſee me, that it was hear ten Minutes 
before ſhe ſpoke one Word. I fat down, and 
reſolved ſhe ſhould ſpeak frft. At laſt ſhe broke 
out into the following Words: I !hought you had 
been ſafe enough : TI ſuppoſe you are come down to 
hang my Husband for breaking open your Houſe, 
and taking away your Goods; but he heard you 
was in the Pariſh, and is got far enough out of your 
Reach; you ſhall never ſee him more. I aſſured 
her I had no Warrant againſt him. But ſhe told 
me ſhe did not believe me; and that 7 ould ne- 
ver ſee him, nor know where he was. At laſt the 
Conſtable came, who told me, That as he was 
coming, to the Houſe the Back-way, he met 
Piers in the Fields, going off; that he told 
him he was going to ſearch his Houſe for ſto- 
len Goods; but that he bad no Warrant againſt 
him. Whereupon Piers ſaid, That he would come 
to him; but that he much doubted, whether he 
would be as good as his Word. I made the Con- 
ſtable, however, ſtay a good while before we did 
any Thing; but finding it in vain to expect Piers, 


J I went 


J went up Stairs, and looking through ſome 
Holes in the Doors of the Chambers, I ſaw ſe- 
veral of my Goods in each Room. I ſaw in 
particular the ſtrong Cheſt n which my Servant 
had lodged my Writings and Papers. The 
Conſtable commanded Piers's Wife in the King's 
Name to open the Doors; but this ſhe reſolute- 
ly refuſed to do. We were expreſsly forbid by 
our Warrant to break them open, nay, what 
was worſe; I could not get even this Warrant, 
till I had given my word and Honour that 10 
Doors ſhould be broke open. Leaving therefore the 
Conſtable in the Houſe, I went with my Servant 


to the Barn, where he told me ſeveral of my 


Goods were hid ; and looking into the Barn 


through ſeveral Holes, ſaw thmt a conſiderable 


part of my Goods were really there. Pters's 
Wife refuſed to open the Barn, as ſhe had be- 
fore done to open the Chambers. All J could do, 
therefore, was to bid the Conſtable take ſuch of 
my Goods as we found in the Rooms that were 
open, and carry them back again to my Houſe, 
where told him I would be anſwerable for them. 
The Goods he ſeized, were a Cheſt of Books 
and Pamphlets, a Clock, a Jack, a Cheſt of 
Drawers, ſome Chairs, and ſome other Things 
of no great value. I had forgot to take the In- 
ventory of my Goods from my Servant, whom I 
left under a Surgeon's Hands upon the Road ; 
and therefore whenever the Conſtable, or the 
Man who aſſiſted him, took up any Thing which 


Piers's Wife declared did not belong to me, I 


made them lay it down again. Notwithſtanding 


and 


this my Civility, ſhe gave me the moſt vulgar 
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that I never returned her either an harſti or unci- 
%%% r... Og 
Haix done all I could by Virtue of my 
notable Search Warrant, I rode back again to 
my Juſtice at Oxford. I now made Oath before 
him myſelf, as I could fafcly do, thar my Houſe 
was ſtripp'd of all the Goods I had left in it; and 
that Thad actually ſeen a great Part of them in 
-. Piers's .Houſe and Barn: That kis own Wife 
_ confeſſed they were my Goods; yet refuſed: to 
open the Doors, and let the Conſtable take them. 
I told the Juſtice, that T had loſt ſome Papers 
and Writings, which were of the utmoſt Conſe- 
_ quence, to my own private Affairs; and that I 
onceived ſame of them were even of Conſequence 


to the Publick: That I muſt look upon myſelf as a 
ruined Man, unleſs I could recover theſe Papers; 
and therefore earneſtly conjured him once more to 
grant me a Search Warrant in the common Form, 
which was never refuſed the meaneſt Porter in 
London. All I could ſay was to no Purpoſe. 
Though the Juſtice owned, That he did not at 
all doubt the Truth of what I and my Man had 
ſworn, he was ſtill pleaſed to be of Opinion, 
that he could not /zgally grant me ſuch a War- 
rant as I deſired. In this Place I cannot help 
ſay ing thus much: If this learned Gentleman 
could legally have granted me ſuch a Warrant as 
I deſired, I have been moſt cruelly and moſt in- 
humanly treated: If he could not legally grant 
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me ſuch a Warrant, I own I have no Reaſon to 


complain of him: But then, I muſt once more 


- 
ww - 


add, that it is high time the People of England 
ſhould be informed upon how bleſſed a Foot their 
Properties ſtand. ; and that every Juſtice ſhould 


alſo be informed, That all the Warrants he has 


- hitherto granted to ſearch for ſtolen Goods were 


illegal; and that ſuch Warrants for the future 


ougght to run in the ſame Words with mine. 


Tuus much farther, with Submiſſion to the moſt 
learned Genileman, 1 ſhall venture to ſay ; By the 
Laws of England, Two poſitive Witneſſes to the 


- fame Fa@#, are thought ſufficient even to take away 
a Man's Life: Therefore, that vo pofitive Wit- 
neſſes, who both ſwear a Man's Goods which 
have been ſtolen from him are in ſuch a Room, 
ſhould be ſufficient to procure him a Power to 


break open that Room, and take his nn. Goods, 


is ſo very agreeable to coMMoN SENSE, and 


COMMON JUSTICE, that I would not willingly 
believe it is contrary to Law. If turning a Key 
upon ſtolen Goods was ſufficient to ſecure a Fe- 
lon in the Poſſeſſion of them; I humbly con- 


cCeive, that two or three deſperate Ruffians might 
rifle the Shop of the richeſt Goldſmith in Lon- 


don, carry off all his Plate, Caſh, Books, and 
Bank Notes ; and after all this, if the Admini- 


ſtration was corrupt, and Pardons to be bought, 


might purchaſe a Pardon with one Half of their 


Booty, and put the Remainder into their own 


Pockets. 

You may poſlibly aſk me, Sir, Why I did 
not apply to ſome other Juſtice ? I anſwer, That 
I have conſtantly found the Country Gentlemen de- 
cline to act, and been referred by them to the 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen at the Bar, learned in the Law. Of 
theſe there are but two in the City of Oxford : - 
One of them, viz. the Recorder, who has lately 
been admitted into the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
(whatever his Reaſons are,) has not yet qualified 
himſelf to act in the County at large; the other 


is the Perſon to whom I did apply; fo that 1 


had no Choice. I acquainted this learned Gentle- 
man, That · the three Perſons, who had robbed 
me of my Goods, had (as I believed they would) 
all fled from their Houſes the Moment they heard 
I was in the Country; but that the Conſtable had 


| ſeen Piers, and might have taken him, if he had 


had a Warrant againſt him. I thought, at leaſt, 
that Mr. Juſtice ſeemed a little truck with what 
I mentioned about Piers. In ſhort, Badcocł and 
Gillman were no where to be found all the while 
I ſtaid in the Country; but after ſome Days, I 
received a Letter from the Juſtice, that Piers 


would appear before him at ſuch a Time. I have 


Reaſons to think, that before he could be per- 
ſuaded ro appear, the ſtrongeſt Promiſes were 
made him, That he ſhould be effectually ſcreened, 
and brought off, as he was before in the Caſe of 


the Farthing Verdict; and how punctually theſe 


Promiſes were kept, my Readers ſhall fee anon. 
I went to the Juſtice's at the Time mentioned in 
his Letter. I found Piers was there before me, 
with an old Attorney well known in Oxfordſhire. 
Piers (who I believe had been well tutored) ſaid 
but little himſelf : He would neither or, nor 
deny that he had broke open my Houſe : His 
Attorney ſpoke for him ; and told me, That it I 
durſt indict his Client for Felony, his Client 


ſhould indi& me for the /ame Crime, Though 
Wo ” 2: I was 
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- I' was a little ſyrprized at this modeſt Piece 


of | Aſſurance, I reſolved not to be bullied 
out of my Senſes. I told the Juſtice, That how- 
ever that Gentleman might act, I was reſolved 
to indict Piers for the Felony; and therefore 
- hoped he would commit him till the next Aſſizes. 
I could not prevail. on this Head: The Juſtice 
reſolved. to admit him to Bail; and though I de- 
clared upon Oath, That the Goods which I bad 
loſt, were of a very conſiderable Value, and 
that my Papers and Writings were ſtill of a 
much greater Value, I could. only prevail to 
have him held to Forty Pounds ail for his Ap- 
pearance at the next Aſſizes. His Attorney ſtill 
threatened, me, that. his Client ſhould ſwear 


j 


4 


on Felony againſt me, and actually took the Bible 
| in his Hand to deliver to him, that he might q. 
| do ſo. But here the Juſtice thought fit to inter- 
. hy declaring, he did not ſee there was the ; 
eaſt Room to charge me with Felony, ſince 1 : 


ſeemed to deſire nothing more, than to recover 
my.own Goods. Thus, Sir, by good Fortune, 
I eſcaped being charged with a Felony. It may 
perhaps be thought more adviſeable to charge me 

bereafter with High Treaſon. The Pretence for 
. charging me with Felony, was this: Piers affirm- 
ed, That in the Cheſt of Books, which the Con- 
ſtable had ſeized in his Houſe, there were two or 
. three Books which were none of mine, but which 
3 he had borrowed of the Biſhop of Oxford. Upon 
6 Inquiry, I found this to. be falſe : The Biſhop 
aſſured me, he had not lent him a ſingle Book. 
Having done all I could in this unhappy Affair: 
I was forced. to return back to London, after a 
very fatiguing and expenſive Journey, with the 
| „ 1 wretc 5 e d 
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wretched Conſolation; that I had found my Houſe 
ſtripp'd of every Thing in it; and that though I 
had actually /n in Piers's Barn, and his upper 
Rooms, the greateſt Part of the Goods I had loſt, 
I could not be impowered to ſeize them. 
Tut Fatigue of the Journey under an ill State 
of Health, and my Reflections upon the cruel 
Treatment I met with, threw me into a new Fit 
of Sickneſs. I reſolved; however, if I was alive, 
to go down to the next Aſſizes in Oxfordſbire; 
and being unable to ride, was carried down in a 
Coach. As IJ was ſenſible no Arts or Cunning; 
_ would be omitted to ſcreen and bring off Piers, 
I thought proper to carry down an Attorney with 
me from London, a Man who was a Maſter of 
is Buſineſs, and in whom JI thought I could con- 
fide. I likewiſe took my old Servant with me, 
by whom I had ſent down my Papers, and who 
very well knew in what Manner my. Houſe was 
furniſhed before it was robbed. 
Dre my Arrival at Oxford, I found that 
Badcock and Gillman, though they had abſcond- 
ed all the while I was laſt in the Country, and 
for ſome time after, were now grown ſo bold, 
that they appeared publickly, and ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be taken by the Conſtable, whom I ſent 
to apprehend them. I ſhall not here pretend to 
determine what were the Reafons of this their 
new Courage, or what Promiſes had inſpired 
them with it. Having been affured before I left 
London, by ſome of the beſt Judges in England, 
that the Fact they had committed was a moſt 
plain and flagrant Felony, I indicted them and 
Piers for Felony accordingly. | 


I Fouxn, 
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I rouny ſome Difficulty even in getting the 
Clerk of the Indiftments to draw up the Indict- 


ment; and have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, 
that Gentleman had been /poke with before I ſaw 


him. Upon this Occaſion, and ſeveral others, 
the Attorney, whom I had brought down with 
me, told me twenty Times over, That he obſerved 
ſuch Things as he could never have believed, if he 


had not ſeen them himſelf ; and that I might de- 


pend upon it, I ſhould not be credited, if I related 
them in London. The Indictment was, how- 


ever, at laſt tranſmitted to the Grand Jury. I 
muſt confeſs, 1 am not able to comprehend, how 


any Felony can poſſibly be proved more fully than 


this was : Notwithſtanding which (to the infi- 


nite Aſtoniſhment of many more beſides myſelf) 
the Bill was returned I6NoRamus. It is with 
the utmoſt Trouble and Concern, that I find 


myſelf obliged to ſay any Thing that may poſ- 


ſibly be interpreted into a Reflection upon thoſe 
Gentlemen of Oxfordſhire, who compoſed the 
Grand Jury; yet J am in hopes, that when al! 


I ſhall fay upon this Occaſion is taken and con- 


ſidered together, what I am forced to ſay, will 
not be thought any Reflection upon them. I 
have Reaſons to think, that the utmoſt Art and 


Cunning was uſed to induce them to do what they 


did do; that both my Character, and Piers's 
was miſrepreſented to them ; that different Gen- 
tlemen were prevailed upon to do what they did 
by Arguments of a very different Nature; and 
that few, if any of them, knew who it was the 

were really ſerving. and ſcreening. I have the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, that ſome Perſons 


were under the 4tmoſt Apprebenſion of having this 


Affair 
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Affair brought before a Court of Fuſtice; and, 
that if the three Fellows, who robbed my Houſe, 
had been convicted, (whieh I cannot ſee how it 
was poſſible to have avoided, if they had been 


brought to their Tryals,) they might have made 


ſome Diſcoveries which would have ſurprized all 
the World. For my own Part, as highly as thoſe 
Wretches have injured me, I am fo far from 


thirſting after their Blood, that if they would 


but have made an ingenuous Diſcovery of one 


certain Fact, I would have been the firſt Man in 


England to have interceded with his Majeſty for 
their Lives. Depending wholly upon the Juſtice 
of my Cauſe, I never ſpoke to any one Gentle- 


man upon the Grand Jury; nor do I, to this Day, 
know the Names of more than 7wo of them. It 


is true, that after the Bill was returned Ignora- 
mus, I endeavoured to have got a Liſt of their 
Names: I applied for it; I offered any Money 


for it: I was promiſed I ſhould have it; and yet 
after all, was not able to procure it. I muſt, 


however, do the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury 


this farther Piece of Juſtice, If I am rightly in- 


formed, they were not all unanimous in their 
Opinion for returning the Bill Ignoramus; and 


| ſome of them have, ſince the Aſſizes, expreſſed 
their Di/atisfaftion at what was done. Laſtly, I 


muſt do them the Juſtice to own, That when 1 
was examined before them, I was treated with 
the utmoſt Good Breeding and Politeneſs. 
Havine premiſed thus much, I ſhall lay be- 
fore you, and my Readers, an exact Account of 
what paſſed at my Examination. When J heard 


the Bill was returned Ignoramus, I immediately 


drew up this Account, while the whole Thing was 
J freſh 
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freſh in my Memory, and before ſeveral Wit- 

neſſes: For the Truth of this Account, I dare 
boldly appeal to the Gentlemen of the Grand 
Jury themſelves. . 

To avoid the Monoſyllable 7, and a continual 
Egotiſin, J have taken the Liberty to ſpeak of 
myſelf as of a Third Perſon ; and ſince I do not 

know the Names of thoſe Gentlemen, who aſked 

me the particular Queſtions mentioned in the fol- 

lowing Account, I have placed before thoſe 
Queſtions the Word 7ury. 
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A true Account of what paſſed. at Mr. Budgell's 
Examination before the Grand Jury for the 
County of Oxford, at the laſt Afſizes held in 

that City, on the Second Day March, 1733. 


X AR. BupceLr being called in, was received 
IVI with great Civility by the Gentlemen of 
the Grand Jury, who roſe up and ſaluted him. 

Hx began by ſaying, That he was glad of an 
Opportunity of appearing before ſo. many Gentle- 
men of Worth and Honour, in the County : 
That he believed he had been miſrepreſented to 
ſome of them ; but that he could heartily wiſh, 1 
not only the Gentlemen there, but that every 4 
Gentleman in England was preſent, and could be |; 
ſo at the Tryal, which he believed would ſoon 4 

come on, that they might be Witneſſes after F 
what Manner he had been. treated. He told | 
them he had been lately ſo ill, that his Life was 
thought in great Danger; that he was ſtill very i 
weak ; and that nothing but an abſolute Nece/ity 3 
to ſecure, and defend his Property, ſhould have 


made him come down to the Aſſizes. He then 
| gave 
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gave chem an Account of his being robbed of the 
whole Furniture of his Houſe; of his finding 
and ſeizing Part of his Goods in Piers's Houſe, 

and of what paſſed there, in the Manner before 


mentioned. The Gentlemen of the Jury heard 


him with great Patience and Attention; and 
when he had done ſpeaking, aſked him the fol- 
lowing Queſtions ; to 1 Which he returned the fol- 


—_—_— og 


e 3 think, Sir, N ars PRs 70 . 


bat your Houſe is intirely frripped from Top to 


Bottom; \'now you mention. in yaur Bill, but one 
Time when you-was robbed : Pray, Sir, How could 
three Men carry off the * Furniture 158 a Houſe 


at one Tims 4 


„Area Gamen What you are pleaſed 
to obſerve, is very true: My Houſe is intirely 
ſtripped from the Garret to the Cellar; but the 
Furniture was ſo far from being carried off at 


once, that you may pleaſe to remember, I in- 


formed you, that I had received four or five ſe- 
veral Letters from my Servant, to let me know, 
that my Houſe had been broke open in the Night 
four or five ſeveral Times before the Firſt of 
Marcb laſt; and that Part of the Goods had been 
taken away at each Time; but that till that 
Morning he could never catch the Thieves, and 
conſequently could not ſwear who had broke 
TE mE Houſe, and taken my Goods. 


Jury. Pray, Sir, Why does your Suren ae 
* Houſe was broke open in the Ni YE: 2 


2 ANSWER 
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 'AnsweR, Gentlemen, The Man himſelf is 
at the Door, and you will ſoon have him before 
you; but the Reaſon why, he told me, he thought 
'the Houſe had been broke open in the Night, was 
-becauſe he ſaw ſeveral Goods in it inthe Evening, 
which were gone the next Morning. | 
Jury. Pray, Sir, I think it was about ſever 
or eight a Clock in the Morning when your Ser- 
vant caught Piers, Badcock, and Gillman? 


AxswER. Yes, Gentlemen, it was; but he 
thinks they muſt have been at work the Night 
before ; becauſe, when he came upon them, the 
Houſe was not only broke open, but a great Par- 
cel 'of Goods, which they were then carrying 
away, were removed into the Court, and an Out- 


Jux y. Sir, We n they — ſtay ſo 
long as ſeven or eight a Clock in the Morning, when 
your Servant lay in the Houſe. 


ANSwWER. I beg Leave, Gentlemen, to ſet 
. you right in that particular: My Servant does 
not lie in the Houſe, but in his e«@z Houſe, a 
great Diſtance from mine, though in the ſame 
Pariſh. He always kept the Keys of my Houſe, 
indeed, and uſed to go down to it once a Day, to 
ſee that the Goods in it were ſafe, My Houſe 
ſtands by itſelf, and no Body lay in it; which I 
preſume .made thoſe who robbed it venture to 
{tay ſo late. 


Jury, 
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Jury. Hir; "Tis very well-known in the Coun- 
try, that there have been a great many Goods taken 
out of the Houſe : But pray, Sir, upon the Oath 
you have taken, Whoſe Goods were they ? Who had 
the real Properly i in them ? 


ANSswER. Upon the Oath T have taken, Gen- 
tlemen, all the Goods in the Houſe were m 3 : 
I bought them, paid for them, and had b 
the undiſturbed Poſieflion Hh them for foreral 
Years before. 


Jury. Tho 4 the Oath. you Howe taten, Sir 


Were none of thoſe Goods Mr. Piers's? 


N Upon the Oath I have kn 
Gentlemen, Mr. Piers had no Goods, to the Va- 
lue of one lingle Penny in the whole Houle. 


Jony.. Upon the Oath you have taken, Sir, 
Don't you know, or have you not heard, that Piers 
F ſome Title to ng Goods ? 


Answer, Upon the Oath I have Gllen and 


upon the Honour and Word of a Gentleman, I 


neither know, nor have heard, nor can poſſibl 
imagine, that Piers pretends any Title to theſe 
Goods. However, Gentlemen, if he can ſhew 
the leaſt Colour of a Title to any of them, he will 
doubtleſs do it now upon his Tryal ; and it will 
doubtleſs have its proper Weight both with the 


Judge and the Jury. 


Jury. 7 ou were pleaſed to fax! Sir, thes you 
had bought, and paid for theſe Goods: Pray, 
Q 2 | 


* 
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| may we", aſt you oben, and where. you bought and 
rc 


wh Avawe R. Gentlemen, I ſhall: with a great 


deal of Pleaſure give you a full and true Account 
how I came by every Thing in the whole Houſe. 
The moſt valuable Things were brought down 
from my Houſe in London: I lived for many 
Fears together in an Houſe in Arundel-Street, 


which I believe ſeveral Gentlemen here know : 


Governor Ruſſel lived in it before me: It is the 
beſt Houſe in the whole Street, had four Rooms 
or a Floor, five Windows in Front, and faced 
Mr. Congreve's. All my. Servants, and the Ox- 
fordſhire Carriers can witneſs, that I brought 
down to Denton from this my Houſe: in London 
Beds, Sheets, ee e Plate, and 


other Things: The Plate indeed, by good For- 


tune, was carried back again to London. Ano- 
ther Part of the Goods, Gentlemen, it is true, 
were ſome Years ſince Mr. Piers's; but they were 
taken in Execution at the Suit of one Sanabatch. 
Mr. Wells, a Gentleman, who has a good Eſtate, 
who is now in Town, and whom I have ſub- 
pœna d, bought them of the Sheriff on the 30th 


of January 1726. I bought them of Mr. Wells, 


carried ſome of them with me to London, and 
have been in Poſſeſſion of the reſt of them ever 
fince the Year 1726, without Mr. Piers's ever 


© pretending the leaſt Right or Title to them. The 


reſt of the Goods, Gentlemen, were ſuch as I 


bought here in Oæfordſbire, at ſeveral Times, as 
I wanted them, | | 


| Jos R 


* 
+ 
F 
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: Jo ar. ; _ fir, Wh, ou 3 Mr. 
Piers's Houſe, did you ſee any of your Goods there 
which. betet . 1 e or e 
0 O oedſhite # bw 
. Anaws: R. Yes, Gus P great many”: 
The very firſt Thing I caſt my Eye upon, when 
I came to Mr. Pierss Door, was a large new 
Lock which I bought at 1 and which my 
Servant put upon my Hall-Door by my Orders. 
The Fellow is now at the e and 1 belieys 
An ſwear © che Lock. 1 i 


Jan Pray; Sir, bad d ym never a ; Low-Sui 
with Mr. Piers? 1 4/21 1 41215 


| iy OS R. Var Gentlemen, I formerly had; 
but we have made no Step againſt one another in 


Law for at leaſt theſe: three Tears, 1 believe I 


_y 1 theſe four Year's paſt. 


Ju URY. Be pleaſed, Sir, 10 give Us — 4a 
count of your Low Suit with Mr. Piers, 


_ ANSWER. Though this, Gentlemen, i is quite 
foreign to the Felony ; yet I am very glad you 
are pleaſed to give me an Opportunity of telling 
you the Story. Before the South-Sea Year, I 
bought one undivided Moiety of Mr. Piers's 
Manſion Houſe, Outhouſes, and Gardens, in pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſion 3 and the Reverſion of his whole 
Eſtate (which is about 100 J. per Annum, part 
Leaſehold) after his Deceaſe. For this Eſtage, 
1 n paid my Purchaſe- Money, which pre- 

vented 


pgs 
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| vented his being flung into a Gao!. I think I can 
prove that it was no cheap Purchaſe, when I 

Sht it; but as he has managed Things fince, 
J believe it has been one of the deareſt Purchaſes 
that ever Man made. Piers was obliged by the 
Writings executed between us, to cut down no 
Timber, nor even a Stick of Yood upon the Free- 
hold Eſtate, without my expreſs Leave: Not- 
withſtanding which, as ſoon as I had paid my 
Purchaſe- Money, and* was gone up to Zondon, 
he cut down a good deal of Timber and Wood, 
and-a long ſhady Walk in the Garden, which he 
had often heard me ſay, I would not loſe for 2 
Þundred Pounds. To prevent ſuch Devaſtations for 
the future; in the Year 1723, I came to a ſecond 


Agreement with him, which we both figned with 


our own Hands, and which was likewiſe witneſſed. 
By Virtue of this laſt Agreement, I was to have 
full Poſſeſſion of the whole Houſe, and all the 
Eſtate, from the Time our Agreement was figned : 
In Conſideration whereof, I was to pay Piers, as 
long as he lived, fourſcore Pounds per Annum 
Nette Money, which is more than ever he made 
of the Eſtate in his Life. Having made this 
Agreement, I returned to London (where my 
Affairs called me) pretty well ſatisfied ; but had 
not been many Weeks in Tawn, when I received 
Advice, That Piers was cutting down my Trees, 
and committing as much Waſte as ever. Upon 
my coming into the Country, I found the Intelli- 
gence I had received was too true; and Pers, to 
my great Surprize, refuſed to receive his Annuity, 
which I tendered him, or to execute our Agree- 
ment. By this Means I was forced into a Law- Suit 


whether I would, or no. Mr. Wictham, a Gentle- 
r man, 
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man, who (I dare ſay) was well known to every 
Perſon in this Room, who was an old Acquain- 
tance of Piers's, and the beſt Friend he had, hear- 
ing of our Differences, came to me, and told me, 
He ſhould be glad to make up Matters between us. 
Janſwered, That 1 was ſo well ſatisfied he wwas 
an honeſt Gentleman, that I 'would entirely re- 
fer every Thing io bim. He told me, That he 
would not take'ithe whole Matter upon bimſelf, 
but that Mr. Serjeant Skinner, the Recorder of 
Oxford, (a Gentleman, whom I had never then 
ſeen, ) was a very worthy Man: That if I pleaſed, 
. be would engage the Serjeant ſhould ſettle all Wri- 
tings and Matters f Law between' us; while ha 
himſelf would act the Part of a Country Gentle- 
man and a good Neighbour. I readily agreed to 
this Propoſal z whereupon he told me, that he 
would engage Piers ſhould agree to it. Upon 
his talking with Piers, Piers did agree to it; fo 
that he and I went amicably together, and be- 
ſpoke a Dinner for the Entertainment of our 
Referrees at the noted Houſe here upon the Heath 
between Cuddeſdon and Oxford. On the Day ap- 
pointed Mr. Wickham and Mr. Serjeant Skinner 
came there : I met them. To our great Surprize 
Piers never came near us, or ſo much as ſent an 
Excuſe ; but left me to pay for the whole En- 
tertainment he himſelf had beſpoke. I have 
heard that he was adviſed, or rather ordered to 
behave in this Manner, by a certain Gentleman, 
whom I ſhall not now name. 

The Biſhop of Oxford, who reſides in the 
Pariſn where this little Eſtate lies, and who had 
ſome Kindneſs for Piers, deſired me likewiſe, 
ſoon after this, to make up Matters with him, 
| 3 and 


Nn . 
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and offered to be the Mediator between us. I 
told his Lordſhip that ſince he was ſo kind as to 
take ſo troubleſome an Office upon him, I had 
but one Thing to fay, namely, That I entirely 
fubmitted all my Intereſts to bis Lordſbip's Deter- 
mination. His Lordſhip upon this frank Con- 
ceſſion, thought himſelf very ſute of compoſing 
all Differences between Mr. Piers and me. He 
had even the Goodneſs to invite Piers to dine 
with him, and kept him one whole Day, in or- 
der to perſuade him againſt guing 10 Law, and 
to end Things amicably : But his Lordſhip found, 
to his infinite Surprize, that all he could ſay was 
to no purpoſe. ' I ſhould not, Gentlemen, pre- 
ſume to mention the Names of the Biſhop of Ox- 
Ford-and Mr. Recorder, if I had not expreſs 
Leave from them to tell theſe two plain Fats, 
whenever I found it neceſſary to do ſo, for my 
own Juſtification. I hope, Gentlemen, th 
two Stories are ſufficient to convince you, that I 
am not a litigious Perſon. Fo make ſhort of my 
Account, This Piers, a Man to whom -I have 
often lent Money to buy Bread for his Family; 
a Man, who to my certain Knowledge is not 
worth one Shilling, if his juſt Debts were paid; 
I fay, Gentlemen, this Man has. conſtantly re- 
fuſed to hearken to any Accommodation, anil 
carried on two Chancery Suits againſt me at a 
vaſt Expence for ſeveral Years together: That 
he hath been ſipported in an extraordinary Man- 
ner, all the Neighbourhood are fully ſenſible: By 
what Perſons, or with what Deen, he has been 
thus ſupported, I ſhall not at preſent endeavour 
to determine. | | | 


Jury, 


LIBERTY and PROPERTY. 121 


Joxv. Do you take the Houſe, Sir, which 


was robbed, to be your own ? 


 Answer. Yes, Gentlemen, I do. I bouglit 
one undivided Moiety of the Houſe, and was in 
Poſſeſſion of it before the South-Sea Year. By 
the Agreement, which Piers ſigned in 1723, 1 
was to have the other Moiety from the Date of 
that Agreement. Piers quitted the Poſſeſſion of 
the whole Houſe to mein the Year 1725, and has 
ever ſince lived in ſeveral other Houſes at a good 
diftance from this Houſe, which I think I may 
properly call mize. However, Gentlemen, y 
ſee T have not indicted him for Burglary, though 
he broke open the Houſe : He is only in- 
_ dicted for Felony ; and with Submiſſion, even 
though we had lived together as Tenants in 
Common, and in the ſame Houſe, it would cer- 
" inly have been Felony if he had ftolen my 


Jury. You ſaid, Sir, that Piers fled for this 
Felony ; now that would indeed be a Sign of his 
Guilt : But what makes you think, Sir, that he 
fied ? 


 Answer. Gentlemen, I think ſo, becauſe the 

frſt Thing his Wife ſaid, when fhe could ſpeak 
to me, which ſhe was not able to do for ſome 
Time, was, I thought you had been ſafe e- 
nough : I ſuppoſe you are come down to bang my 
Husband, for breaking open your Houſe, and taking 
away your Goods: But he heard you was in the 
KK. Par ih, 
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i + nes far enough out of your Reach ; 
you Hall never ſee Bim more. 


Jury. He might be gone to fee a Friend : 
Why do you think he went away for fear of you ? 


ä 5 Aus wE R. Gentlemen, the Conſtable, who 
will ſoon be before you, will inform you, That 
he met him as he was going off; and told him 


he had a Warrant to fearch his Houſe for ſtolen 


Goods, and deſired him to be preſent : That 


_ Piers promiſed he would; but that, though we 


ſtaid a. long Time for him, he never came near 
us. After fome Days, indeed, he was encouraged 
to appear; and I can even gueſs by what Perſons 
he was thus encouraged. 


Jux. Pray, Sir, were the Cheſt of Drawers, 
the Clock, and the Fack,mentioned in the Indiftment, 
Part of thoſe Goods which you brought down from 
your Houſe in London, or were they Part of the 
Goods which you bought of Mr. Wells, and which 
he bought, as you inform us, in the Tear 1726 of 
the Sheriff of Oxfordſnire? | 


AnsweER. The Cheſt of Drawers, the Clock, 
and the Jack, were Part of the Goods I 
bought of Mr. Wells: Other Things mention- 
ed in the Indictment I brought down from my 
Houſe in Arundel-Sireet. : 


Juxy. Sir, when you gave us an Account of 
your ſeizing your Goods, you told us you ſaw ſome 
of your Goods through the Key-Holes, or ether Holes 

in 
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in ſeveral Rooms, which Piers's Wife refuſed to 
open; and that though you ſaw a great Quantiit: 
of them hid in a Barn at ſome diſtance from Piers s 
Houſe, you durſt not break open any Door, be- 
cauſe there was a Reſtrittion in the Warrant grant= 
ed you by Mr. W t, to prevent you from ſo 
doing. Now, Sir, to be ſure, if it had been proved 
upon Oath before Mr. W==—r, that any of your 
Goods had been ſtolen out of your Houſe, and were 
in any particular Place, he would have immediate- 


ly granted you a Warrant to have broke open the 
Door of that Place. © 5 | | 


ANSWER. Why, Gentlemen, I muſt con- 
feſs I did think ſo too; and I never in my Life 
: knew ſuch a Warrant refuſed before, even to the 
"| meaneſt of his Majeſty's Subjects: But Mr, 
; , who I am ſenſible is a very ingenious 
Gentleman, and /earned in the Law, might, for 
_— know, have particular Reaſons for whar 

he did, . | 


Juxv. Pob, Pob! Sir, To be fure he would not 
| refuſe you a Common Search- Warrant; nor have 
47: given you his Warrant to ſearch a Houſe for ſtolen 

| Goods, and yet have put a Clauſe in it, to pre- 


vent your breaking open any Door: There was ne- 
ver ſuch a Warrant in the World. 


AnsweR, Why, Gentlemen, to be plain with 
you, I did think this Warrant ſo great a Curio- 
ſity, that I took Care to take a Copy of it; I 
believe I have it now in my Pocket, and if you 
pleaſe, will read it to you. N 


R 2 Jury, 


bs ths > Sh * 
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Junxr. A, ay, Pray Sir do, this is ſome- 
thing to the Purpoſe. | 

Mx. Budgell chen took out an atteſted Copy 
of Mr. Is Warrant, and read as follows. 


Oxon” fil. To the Conſtable of Cuddeſdon in the 
- #24 aid Coumy, and alſo to the Conſtable = 
_ of] in the faid County of Oxon, : is 
and to each of them.  -- | 


*© Whereas it hath been proved upon Oath 
before me, one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace for the ſaid County, That ſeveral Goods 
belonging to Euſtace Budgell Eſquire, have 
** been ſtolen out of his Houfe in Denton in the g 
* County of Oxon; and that the faid ſtolen *} * 
Goods are now in the Houſe of Jobn Piers ; 
* of Cudadc/don. aforeſaid. Pray Gentlemen 
obſerve, Whereas it hath been proved upon Oath 
before me, That ſeveral Goods belonging to Euſtace 
Budgell Eſquire, have been ſtolen out of his Houſe, 
and that the ſaid ſtolen Goods are nom in the Houſe 
of John Piers:] © Theſe are therefore in his | 

_ ©© Magyeſty's Name, to require you to ſearch the 
*©. Houſe and Barn of the faid Fobr Piers in Cud- 


—— m 


Aiaſdon aforeſaid for the ſaid ſtolen Goods: But 
you are not to break open any Door, or to do | 
** any Thing therein which is illegal.” Given N 


under my Hand and Seal this 27th Day of Auguſt, 


5 
7 John W—r. 


THE 
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Tu Gentlemen of the Jury look'd at one 
another, and ſeemed to be a good deal /urprized 
upon the reading this Warrant: They took it 
out of Mr. Budgell's Hand; ſeveral of them look'd 
upon it; and one Gentleman obſerv'd to another, 
who ſat by him, that it was only a Copy, and 
not the Original Warrant, 9} 

Mr. BupeeLL, after this, told them, That 
he found by the very Queſtions which had been 
aſked him, that every Gentleman there was ſa- 
tisfied that his Houſe had beeni robbed, and the 
Goods in it taken away; and that indeed, the 
Fact was too notoriouſly known to all the Coun- 
try, to be denied. „ 

He then informed them, That though his 
Goods alone were of a very conſiderable Value, 
yet that the Loſs of theſe was far from being 
the greateſt Damage he had ſuſtained ; that having 
ſome Papers of very great Conſequence both ta 
his own private Affairs, and ſome other Matters, 
which he was apprehenſive it was not ſafe for him 
to keep by him in London, he ſent down a truſty 
Servant with them, who had hved with him 


about ten Years, and who was then at the Door; 


that he gave his ſaid Servant a ſtrict Charge to 
lodge the ſaid Papers in a ſtrong Chelt in a little 
_ Cloſet in an upper Chamber of the Houſe, and 
to bring away the Key of the Cheſt ſhe put them 
in, and likewiſe the Key of the Cloſet, and not 
to truſt the faid Two Keys even with his own 
Servant, Abraham Maids, who had the Keys of 
every otber Room in the Houſe ; that his ſaid 
Servant took a Journey on Purpoſe from London 
to his Houſe near Oxford, and aſſured him, when 
the came back, that ſhe had got the ſtrongeſt 
MW and 
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and largeſt Cheſt in the whole Houſe removed 
into the ſaid Cloſet, bought two New Locks, 
one for the Cheſt, and the other for the Cloſet 
Door; and having left the ſaid Papers under 
two Locks, brought away the two Keys with 
her to London. He told them, that his Servant 
had ever ſince had theſe Keys in her Cuſtody ; 
that the Cheſt, and all the Vritings in it, which 
were of great Conſequence both to his own pri-- 
vate Affairs, and otherwiſe, were taken away; 
and that he hoped, as he ſpoke to Gentlemen, they 
would conſider the uncommon Barbarity of this 

Action. | 
HE concluded with telling them, That he be- 
lieved he had ſaid much more than enough to 
convince them, that there could not poſſibly be 
a more notorious: Felony; that he had had the 
quiet and undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of all the Goods 
in his Houſe for five or ſix Years before he was 
thus robbed of them ; that his Enemies never 
attempted this conſummate Piece of Villainy, 
till they rhought he was dying in Confinement, and 
would never be able to complain to the World : 
That he conceived there could not be a more evi- 
dent Sign of the Guilt of thoſe three Fellows, 
who had robbed him, than that the very Mo- 
ment they heard he was come into the Country, 
they all three fled from their own Houſes and 
Families, and abſeonded for ſome Time: That 
it was evident, they had always carried off his 
Goods by Night ; becauſe, otherwiſe, ſome 
body or other in the Pariſh muſt have ſeen them 
doing it: That as for their Forjunes and Cha- 
ralters, he believed he might ſafely aver, they 
were not ai together worth Five Pounds: That 
| to 
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to his own Knowledge, Piers was not worth a 
Shilling, if his juſt Debts were paid; and that a 
Trick he had played his own Mother many Years 
ſince, ſhewed him capable of any Thing: That 
the other two were Day-Labourers : That he was 
credibly informed, Gilman had a very bad Cha- 
racter; and that Badcock was one of the moſt 
notorious Rogues in the Country, and had been 
ſeveral Times in Gaol, which he believed every 
Gentleman in the Room muſt know. os 

Mr. BupcztLL's Examination having taken 
up about an Hour and half, he was diſmiſſed, as | 
he had been received, with great Civility: 
and left the Gentlemen of the Grand Jurys as he 
then imagined, fully ſatisfied with the Anſwer 
be had given to every Queſtion they had aſked 
| him. | | * 

Abraham Maids, his Servant, was next called 
before them, who gave them the ſame Account, 
which he had given before to his Maſter, and the 
Juſtice ; the Subſtance of which the Readers 
may ſee in his Depoſition in the Appendix : He 
told them, that his Maſter's Houſe was well fur- 
niſhed, and had been under his Care for ſeveral 
Years before it was broke open, and robbed ; 
but that within a few Months, before he actually 
caught Badcock, Piers, and Gillman, the ſaid 
Houſe had been broke open, and robbed ſeveral 
Times, and conſtantly in the Night, as he had 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe ; of which he 
had ſent his Maſter a faithful Account in ſeveral 
Letters. Being aſked, F he could ſwear to the 
Lock in particular, which his Maſter had men- 
tioned in his Examination; he replied, That be 
could very well ſcoear to the Lock, becauſe it was 

bought 


How he knew they were Mr. Budgell's Goods? 


x28 LIBERTY and PROPERTY. 


bought in Oxford, and his Maſter with his own 


Hands gave it to him, and ordered him to put it 


on the Hall-Door ; which be did arcordin ply. 


Mr. Wentz s Maid Servant was next called 


in, who gave the Gentlemen of the Jury an Ac- 


count, That her Maſter's Houſe near Oxford was 
well furniſhed with ſuch Goods as were ſen! 
down to it from his Houſe in Arundel-Strret, 
and with ſach other Goods as he had bought in 
Oxfordſhire ;, but that the faid Houſe was now 
entirely ftripped of every Thing; and that being 
bo tf by her Fellow-Servant to a Barn of Piers's, 
which ſtands in a Field, ſhe looked in through 


the Boards, and faw a great many of her Maſter's 


Goods in the ſaid Barn. She farther told them, 
That about two Years before; the had been ſent 
down from London on purpoſe to lodge ſome 
Papers, which her Maſter told her were of the 
atmoſt Conſequence to him, in a firong Cheſt in a 
little Cloſet of an upper Room; that ſhe cauſed 
the ſaid Cheſt to be accordingly removed into 
the ſaid Cloſet, put the Papers into it, and a 
new Lock both to the Cheſt and Cloſet- Door; 
that ſhe afterwards took away the two Keys with 


her, which had ever ſince been in her Cuſtody ; 


and then ſhe produced the ſaid Keys to che Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury. 

Tux Reader may ſe her Affidavit at length 
in the Appendix. 

LasTLY, The Conſtable, who ſeized Part of 
the Goods in Piers's Houſe was called in; who 
told the Jury, All he could ſay, was, That hy Hall 
ſeized ſome of Mr. Budgell's Goods, which he 
found in Mr. John Piers's Houſe. Being aſked, 


He 
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He replied that, Though Piers himſelf run away; 
yet that his Wife, whom they found in the Houſe, 
owned that the Goods they ſeized were My. 
Budgell's. 5 ; | - f 
THrrs is the Evidence which was given to the 
Grand Jury, Upon which I muſt, and do ſub- 
mit it to all my Fellot- Subjects, (ſince my Caſe, 
may one Day be their own,) Whether there ever 
was a more notorious and wicked Felony? whe- 
ther it is poſſible in Nature, that any Felony can 
be more fully proved? and whether ever a 
Bill before was returned Ignoramus, upon ſuch Evi- 
dence? At the ſame Time, I muſt repeat once 
again, That I am well ſatisfied, no Arts, no 
Cunning, were omitted to ſcreen Piers and his 
two Friends; and that both his Character and 
mine were miſrepreſented to the Gentlemen of 
the Grand Jufy; who, as I before obſerved, 
were ſo perfectly Strangers to me, that I never 
ſpoke to one of them, but in the Jury Chamber, 
nor do at this Hour know their Names. I muft 
not omit one Circumſtance :- No Endeavours 
were omitted to take off my Servants Evidence. 
Piers's Attorney queſtioned him with fo much 
Authority, that the poor Fellow thought he had 
been a Juſtice of the Peace, and had a Right to 
examine him. He aſſures me, That he was 
threatened by- more than one Perſon, that if he 
dared to appear as an Evidence againſt Pters at 
the Aſſizes, he ſhould be utterly ruined. The Fel- 
low (which is almoſt a Miracle in theſe Days) 
was Proof both againſt Threats and Promiſes, and 
thought himſelf obliged to be faithful to a Maſ- 
ter, whoſe Bread he had eat. When he was found 
to be inflexible, an Action (never once W 
5 8 O 
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of before) was actually trumped up againſt him in 
Piers's Name, and tried at the laſt Aſſizes at Ox- 
ford for a Treſpaſs, which, it was pretended, the 
Fellow had committed above 2 Years be- 
fore this Action was brought. This Method of 
Proceeding was entirely of a Piece with the De- 
I have already taken Notice of, to have in- 
dicted me for Felony. Though I think I could 
prove even to a Demonſtration, That this righte- 
ous Cauſe was aſſiſted with a little Perjury, yet 
even with this Aſſiſtance, thoſe who ſet it on 
Foot, were not able to make any Thing of it. 
However, it anſwered one Deſign; which was, to 
po me to a new. Expence : I was obliged to de- 
end my poor Servant, who, I ſaw plainly, was 
fallen upon for no other Reaſon, but becauſe he 
was faithful to me. I leave my Readers to de- 
termine whether all theſe Law-Szits could be 
created and carried on by Piers himſelf, who, 
to my certain Knowledge, is not worth One Shil- 
ling. 1 muſt own, I could have heartily wiſhed. 
(for more Reaſons than one) that a certain learned 
Gentleman had not appeared, in this creditable 
Cauſe, a moſt zealous Council for Piers the Plain- 
tiff againſt my poor Servant; eſpecially if what 
I have heard is true, namely, that the learned Gen- 
tleman was pleaſed to act gratis upon this remark- 
able Occaſion, or, at leaſt, had no Fee given him 
by Piers, his pretended Client. 

O Law! O Fuſtice ! to what infamous De- 
ſigns are your moſt ſacred Names too often proſ- 
tituted! 

Ueon my being unable to get the 1 
found againſt the Perſons who had robbed my 
Houſe, I was adviſed by a certain learned Gen- 

tleman, 
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tleman, with a ſort of a grave Sneer, to move 
the Court of King's Bench for an Information 
againſt them. This, indeed, was finding me 
more Employment, and cutting out three new 
Law-Suitsfor me: Upon the Concluſion of which, 
I was likely to recover proper Damages againſt 
three Fellows, who, I believe, all together are not 
worth Five Pounds. Beſides, Sir, to tell you the 
Truth, though they were worth 5000 J. each, I 
ſhould have no great Stomach to have a ſecond 
Tryal for Damages at an Oxford Aſſizes : In 
that Court of Juſtice, where my Liberty has been 
already valued at One Farthing, I think I can 
hardly expect that all my Goods and Papers 
ſhould be valued at more than a Penny. I ſhall 
venture to affirm, That my Papers alone are of 
more Value than all. the three Wretches who 
robbed me of them, were ever worth in their 
Lives; and would they but reſtore me theſe, and 
it was lawful to compound a Felony, I would 
moſt willingly give them all my Goods to be di- 
vided amongſt them. I would, indeed, ſtick at 
no Charge I could any ways ſupport, in order to 
recover theſe Papers : And therefore, ſome time 
after my Return to London, conſulted a Gentle» 
man, who makes as good a Figure in the King's 
Bench, and, I believe, underſtands the Practice 
of that Court as well as any one Man in England, 
Whether I could properly move for an Informa- 
tion? I laid the Affidavits before him, upon 
which I had fome Thoughts of moving the 
Court. Upon peruſing theſe Affidavits he told 


me, That my Affidavits proved a great deal 700 


much ; that they proved a plain and flagrant 
Felony ; and that I might depend upon it, my 
. 8 2 Lord 
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Lord Chief Juſtice would direct me to preſecute 


thoſe who had robbed me for Felony, and would 
never grant an Information againſt them. What 


this Gentleman ſaid, made me lay aſide all 
Thoughts of moving for an Information What 


he ſaid ſeemed to me to be perfectly agreeable to 


A he and RE asoN, as well as Law. I wiſh 
could fay the ſame Thing of the Opinion of 
every Gentleman, who, with the Aſſiſtance of a 
long Wig, and a formal Face, has paſſed upon 
the World for a moſt profound Lawyer. 
Tov ſee, Sir, the miſerable Situation I am in: 
I haye been moſt notoriouſly robbed of my Goods 


and Writings; yet can neither make thoſe who 


robbed me appear to be Felons in Oxfordſhire, 


or to be any Thing but Felons in London. 


I PRESUME you cannot but obſerve, Sir, by 
what Methods J have been forced ta have Recourſe 
to Courts of Tuſtice, and after what Manner I 
have been treated in them. I hope I may be al- 
lowed to affirm a plain Fact; namely, that I have 
paid greater Coſts, and received leſs Damages, than 
ever any Engliſhman did before in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances. If you ſhould aſk me how I came 
to be thus made 4 Precedent of Severity,. and, as 
it were, marked out for Deſtruction? inſtead of 
giving you a direct Anſwer, I beg Leave to tell 
you one Story, which may poſſibly enable you to 
gueſs, whether I really am ſingled out for De- 
ſtruction, or not. 

I SHALL make no Scruple to tell you this 
Story, ſince it can at preſent do no Injury to an 
amiable Nobleman, who deſerved a much better 
Fate, and much kinder Uſage, than he met 
with; 4 mean i the late Dake of Portland.” 

Eve RY 
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© Every body knows that Noble Lord loft a 

vaſt Eftate in the South-Sca Affair in the Year 

1720. I mylelf loſt above Twenty thouſand 

Pounds of my own Money, by that notorious 

Piece of Villainy: A Villainy, which notwith- 

ſanding all the Arts that have been employed to 

Fcreen and cover it, will, I hope, ſtill appear to 

| ©, the World in a clearer and a truer Light than it 

was ever yet ſhewn. My Misfortunes in the fa- 

tal Year 1720, brought me acquainted with the 

late Duke of. Portland. At his Grace's Requeſt 

T wrote ſeveral Things in behalf of the unbappy 

Sufferers by the South-Sea Scheme; and was, in 

particular, the Author of thoſe Rxasons which 

were delivered to the Members of Parliament at 
the Door of the Houſe of Commons, and were 
generally thought to have occaſioned that AF, 

which afterward paſſed for Annulling fraudulent 

and uſurious\Contratts. = 

My Lord Duke, in Compaſſion to his Fellow- 

Sufferers, cauſed the ſeveral Pieces I wrote to be 

printed and diſperſed at his own Expence. I was 

: obliged to talk with him frequently upon theſe 

Occaſions ; and his Grace at laſt conceived ſo 

1 kind an Opinion of me, that he commanded me 

to let him ſee me every Day, and uſually made me 

dine with him three or four Times every Week. 

While I lived in this Manner with this great 

and amiable Man, he was appointed Governor 

of Jamaica by the late King: Soon after his 

Warrant was ſigned, his Grace took me one 

Morning into a private Room, and with as ſweet 

and as obliging an Air as ever Man ſpoke, told 

me, He was now fixed in the Government of Ja- 

maica : But though it was a Poſt he himſelf bad 
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defired the, King to grant him, he ſhould not be 
eaſy, unleſs I would promiſe to go with him as his 
Secretary: That he knew very well I had formerly 
been in a much higher Poſt than what he now offer- 
ed me; but that I might depend upon it, there was 
uo other Poſt in Jamaica in his Power to diſpoſe of, 


which be would not readily add "to it: That he 


propoſed io have me conſtantly with him; and that 
T ſhould look upon his Houſe and Table as my own ; 


for that he reſolved to tive with me not as a Maſter, 


but as a moſt intimate Friend, and as if I was his 
own Brother. 55 e 
I was a good deal ſurprized at this Propoſal, 
as it was altogether new to me, and what I had 
never ſo much as once thought of. I told his 


Grace, That though 1 found my ſelf infinitely obli- 


ged to him, I hoped he would give me two or three 
Days to conſider of what he had ſaid. The Duke 
granted my Requeſt ; but told me, that he hoped, 
the more I confidered 'of it, the better I would like 
it; for that I might depend upon it, I ſhould find 
him better than his Word in every Thing he had pro- 
miſed. I had a particular Reaſon to deſire ſome- 
time to conſider of his Propoſal ; I knew my 
Lady Dutcheſs was reſolved to go with her be- 
loved Conſort. He had often ſpoke to me with 
the higheſt Admiration (and I had my ſelf in 
fome meaſure been a Fitneſs) of the generous Be- 
haviour of this incomparable Lady: She had ne- 
ver once reproached the Duke with his Conduct 


ſince his Misfortunes: Her Behaviour, if poſſible, 


was rather more endearing and ſubmiſſive than 
before : She had offered to reduce her own and 
her Childrens Expences within ſuch Limits as 
I am aſhamed to mention : Though by her * 
C an 
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and Quality ſhe was inferior to very few Women 
in England, ſhe had never thought her ſelf above 
minding her Family Affairs: On the contrary, 
ſhe had put all Things in her Houſe upon as re- 
gular a Foot, and over-looked every Thing with 
as much Care as could have been expected from 
her, had ſhe been born a private Gentlewoman. 
I conceived, therefore, that ſuch a Wife had an un- 
doubted Right ro have no Man taken into her 
Family (eſpecially upon ſuch a Foot as the Duke 
propoſed to receive me) whom ſhe did not like; 
and I reſolved not to accept of the Propoſal his 
Grace had made me, till I was ſure my Lady 
Dutcheſs approved of it. Having Reaſon to 
believe, a few Days after, that my coming into 
the Family would not be diſagreeable to her 
Grace, I told the Duke that here was not a 
great Man in England beſides himſelf, with whom 
1 would Future to take a Leap into another World; 
but that [thought Iknew his Grace, his Humour, and 
his Way of living, ſo perfectly well, that I was come 
to a Reſolution to folow his Fortunes whereven he 
went, and lo devote all my poor Capacity entirely to 
his Service, The Duke received my Declaration 
in the moſt obliging Manner. From this Time 
I thought my {ſelf perfectly happy in a: Maſter ; 
and his Grace did me the Juſtice to believe, 
that he had a Servant who ſincerely. loved and 
eſteemed him, and was thoroughly attached to 
his Intereſts. I made it my Buſineſs to talk with 
ſeveral Jamaica Merchants, to. learn all I could 
relating to the Place, and even flattered my ſelf 
that I had hit upon ſomething which at a pro- 
per Time would have been both for his Majeſty's 
Service, and the Intereſt of my Lord Duke and 
= that 
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that Iſland. His Grace, who was now firm- 
ly reſolved to go where his Fate ſeemed to 
call him, (as the Motto * he aſſumed de- 
clared,) communicated to me every Day ſome of 
the Preparations he was making for his Voyage ; 
when, to his infinite Surprize, a Secretary of State 
was ſent to him, to acquaint him, in the King's 
Name, That he might take any Man in England 
for his Secretary, except Mr. Budgell ; but that 
he muſt not take me. I think I have been fully 
informed who it was that cauſed this Meſſage to 
be ſent 3 and I take this publick Opportunity to 
tell him, whoever he was, That the Action was 
baſe, wicked, and cruel. Nothing can more fully 
expoſe the Meanneſs of it, than that while he 
was miſrepreſenting me to my King, (who had 
before a very good Opinion of me,) he was ſtill 
making Profeſſions of Friendſpip to me, though 
I no longer viſited him as I uſed to do. I ſhould 
beglad to know, Whether, when I was in publick 
Poſts, my refuſing to receive\even the legal Fees 
of thoſe Poſts, and ſuch Preſents as the Govern- 
ment offered me, was ſo bad, ſo dangerous 
a Precedent, as to diſqualify me from ever 
ſerving my Country again? If the Perſon who 
cauſed this Meſſage to be ſent, had acted in the 
ſame Manner, there would not indeed have been 
that immenſe Difference between our Fortunes, 
which there is at preſent. I could tell him 
a Time, when that Difference was not altoge- 
ther ſo great. He knows I An him: I am ſen- 
ſible that my having been converſant in a good 

5, deal 


r 


8 


2 


4 Quo Fata vocant. 


— 


LI RERTW and PROPERTY. 137 


deal of my Buſineſs, my ſpeaking and writing more 
N than one; and having been in ſeveral 
foreign Countries, where I made the beſt Obſer- 
vations: I could upon their Intereſts and Govern- 
ment; I ſay, J am ſenſible; theſe are Crimes he 
never can pardon. :I am, therefore, as little ca- 
pable of asting him for a Favour, as he is of 
232 it. But though the ſeveral Faulis I 

ave mentioned, may, in his Opinion, be of the 
blackeſt Dye, I would intreat him to conſider, 
vhether it ĩs not carrying his noble Reſentments 
a very great Length, to prevent any other Man's 
doing me a Kindneſs, who may poſſibly think 
my Crimes not altogether ſo 4npardonable as he 


* 


A e We 
Tu Duke of Portland, who conceived he 
had an undoubted Right to chooſe his own Se- 
cretary, was not a little ſnock' d at the Meſſage 
above mentioned; and, I have Reaſons to think, 
would have ſhewn his Reſentment, if I had not 
earneſtly entreated him not to do ſo. I told his 
Grace that I could never have imagined a certain 
Man would have deſcended to an Action ſo very 
mean and loꝛv; but that ſince he was capable of 
this, his Grace might depend upon it, That if 
he took me with him, he would be uſed upon 
my Account : I therefore conjured him to think 
no more of it, but to make another Choice. I 
cannot, however, help ſaying in this Place, That, 
in my humble Opinion, the Pleaſure a certain 
noble Perſon took in a cruel Action, got the better 
of his Judgment and Diſcretion. I ſhould have 
thought he might have been pretty well ſatisfied 
to ſee, that finding he had broke all the ſolemn 
Promiſes he had made me, and was without any 
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juſt Reaſon become my implacable Enemy, 1 
was flying from my native Country to another 
World, from whence, it is highly probable, I 
ſhould never have returned. I have ſome Rea- _ 
ſon to believe, That, upon ſecond Thoughts he 
found himſelf in the Wrong; ſince I had an In- 
timation given me, That upon an humble Appli- 
cation, the Oppoſition to my going with the 
Duke might perhaps be removed: But 1 
thought this ſeeming Change a little too quick, 
After what I had ſeen, I was afraid his Grace 
would be uſed ill upon my Account, which, I 
reſolved, ſhould never happen; and I began to 
refle& how I my ſelf might be treated, if a cer- 
tain Perſon, who I knew had long Hands, could 
now get me into ſo remote a Part of the World 
as Jamaica. e Torn : 

Ix this Manner, Sir, was I torn from the late 
Duke of Portland: His Grace found it impracti- 
cable to take me with him in the Poſt he had de- 
ſigned for me; yet could not part with a faithful 
Servant, who, he was ſatisfied, had a moſt ſincere 
and tender Regard for his Honour and Intereſt, 
without ſhedding a few Tears. So lively a Mark 
of his Affection, made it impoſſible for me not 
to 1mitate him; and not to think my ſelf more 
than paid for the firm Reſolution I had taken 
to have ſerved him to the utmoſt of my Power 
and Capacity. = 5 

| Hz made Choice of a Gentleman in my Room, 
who (though an honeſt worthy Man) was ex- 
tremely indolent, and, in a Word, no Way 
proper for a Poſt of Buſineſs, 


TRE 


LIBERTY ad PROPERTY. 139 


TE unhappy Duke, when he came to Ja- 
maica, was obliged to take the Drudgery upon 
himſelf of making his own Diſpatches; and even 
to draw up, with his own Hand, thoſe long and 
tedious Accounts and Remonſtrances which he 
was obliged to tranſmit to England, relating to 
ſeveral Affairs, not eaſy to be explained, and ſet 
in a full Light. en 

Ir (as ſome People think) his Heart was broke 
with the unkind Uſage he met with, while he was 
on this Side the Water, and after he got to Jamai- 
ca, a certain Perſon has a good deal to anſwer for, 

Havins ſo often mentioned the late Duke of 
Portland, in the preceding Story, I ſhall in this 
Place, ſay ſomething of a Man whom TI knew 
thoroughly, and in whoſe Character, I will ven- 
ture to ſay, the Generality of the World was a 
little deceived. 1 

TE late Duke of Portland was allowed to 
have been the handſomeſt Man in England; and 
was, indeed, the fineſt Perſon of a Man (except 
one) I ever yet laid my Eyes upon. He was a 

rfe& Maſter of all his Exerciſes ; of Riding, 
83 Dancing, Fc. and was conſequently a 
very proper Ornament for all the ſhewiſh Part of 
a Court: His Preſence gave a particular Lyſtre 
to all Balls, Aſſemblies, and publick Ceremo- 
nies : He was therefore conſtantly deſired to ap- 

r at them, and was not of himſelf averſe to 
it, This made him generally looked upon in 
no other Character than as a Man of Pleaſure ; 
and gave the World no great Opinion either of 
his Parts, Learning, or Capacity for Buſineſs, 
I muſt confeſs, I looked upon him in the ſame 
Light with other * till I had the Honour 
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to be intimately acquainted with him: But then, 
J ſoon found my ſelf very, agreeably miſtaken. 
The late Duke of Portland was what I ſhall ven- 


ture to call a good Scholar. He underſtood Latin 


and Italian, and ſpoke two other Languages, 
(namely French and. Dutch,) as well as Engliſh. 
I have ſeen him more than once write a very hand- 
fome Leiter upon a Subject ſufficiently delicate : 
He wrote a very good Hand, and ſpelt correct- 


ly, If any of my Readers ſhould Smile, at my 


taking Notice that he wrote @ good Hand, and 
could {pel! Tugliſß; I beg Leave to inform them, 
that I have known a Secretary of State who could 


do neither. He had a good Taſte in Muſick and 


Painting, and no bad one in Architecture and Gar- 
dening. His Fortune was inferior to few Mens 


in England; and there was a certain Magnificence 


and Splendor kept up in his Family, much ſu- 


perior to what I have ſeen in the Palaces of many 


a ſovereign Prince. „ 
NoTwiTHSTANDING this, by the Care of 


his excellent Lady, ſuch a Regularity and OEco- 


nomy was obſerved in all his Expences, That his 
Private Fortune was never hurt till the fatal Year 
1720, He bore his Loſſes in that Year like a 
Philoſopher , and would even ſometimes, with a 
good deal of Humour, give an Account of the 
wicked Arts that had been uſed to ruin him. His 
Table was perfectly elegant; yet was he himſelf 
guilty of no Exceſs. His Reaſon was never once 
diſturbed by Vine; and he fo much deteſted 


thoſe low Scenes of Lewdneſs with which many of 


our Nobility are delighted, that he has often 
aſſured me, he was never in all his Life in a 
public Brothel. He had an infinite Fund of 
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| Good Humour ; and in Company was ever 
Gay, Polite, and Cheerful : He furniſhed his 
Quota in Converſation ; and was never bet- 
ter pleaſed, than when it turned upon ſome- 
thing that was »/eful, as well as diverting. 
He had a noble Generofity in his Temper, and 
knew perfectly well how to add to a Favour, by 
the Manner of conferring it. The Magnificence 
amidſt which he had been educated, and the vaſt 
Fortune which fell to him upon his Father's 
Death, prevented his engaging in publick Buſi- 
eſs till after the Year 1720: But in his Go- 
vernment of Jamaica, all about him were amazed 
to ſee his Application to Buſineſs, and how very 
capable he was of it. I have already obſerved, 
that he drew up moſt of his Letters and Di/- 
patches with his own Hand ; and I have been 
credibly informed, That no Governor of Famaica 
ever gave more Satisfaction in Hearing and De- 
termining all ſuch Cauſes as were brought before 
him. He had, indeed, the two great Qualifica- 
tions which every Colony ought to deſire in their 
Chief Judge and Magiſtrate : He was neither 
artial nor corrupt; ſo that I am very well aſ- 
ſured, the Memory of himſelf, and that excel- 
lent Lady his Dutcheſs, (whom the Merchants 
in Jamaica would frequently recommend as a Pat- 
tern to their own Wives, ) will be always dear to 
the Inhabitants of that Iſland. His Grace was 
far from attaining the End he propoſed in going 
to Jamaica, viz. to retrieve his Loſſes in the 
Tear 1720. He knew not what it was to live 
in a mean Figure, and was incapable of fleecing 
the People committed to his Charge. His pri- 


Affair 
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vate Fortune, after he went there, was burt by an 
Affair in which he engaged a little too haſtily ; 


and, if I am rightly informed, from a high 


Puntio of Honour, he refuſed to meddle with a 


certain Buſineſs, which if dexterouſly managed, 


might have proved vaſtly adyantageous to him- 
ſelf, the Publick, and the Crown. I cannot help 


adding, That he deſerved a little kinder 3 
ge 


than he met with in the Reign of a Prince of t 


Houſe of Hanover, to which Illuſtrious Family 
he had given the ſtrongeſt Proofs of an hea 


Zeal and Attachment, As a Conſolation to his 
Misfortunes, Providence thought fit to bleſs him 
with ſeveral hopeful Children, and, in particular, 
with a Son, whoſe fine Underſtanding, improved by 
Learning, .and the Obſervations he has made in his 
Travels, ſeem to promiſe that he will one Nay be 
the Ornament and Delight of his native Country. 

PaRpon me, Sir, for paying this juſt, but 


ſmall Tribute to the Memory of a great Man, 


who would have done all in his Power to have 


. rendered my Circumſtances eaſy, and Life agree- 


able, had he not been prevented by a moſt un- 
common Inſtance of mean Envy, and implacable 
Malice. VV es 

I BELTEvE the Story J have told you, will 
abundantly convince you, whether I am, or am not 
ſingled out to be made a Precedent of Cruelty and 


' Severity. We are told every Day, by a certain 
Set of Writers, That we live in a Country where 
our Liberties and Properties are ſecured to us in 
the moſt effectual Manner; where Juſtice is im- 


partly adminiſtered ; and where ir is not in the 


Power of the greateſt Man to oppreſs the meaneſt. 


My 
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My Liberty has been valued at One Farthing ; 
and though I am-robbed of my Property, I am 
neither able to recover it, nor to bring the Of- 
tenders to Fuſtice. In ſhort, I beg leave to re- 
peat once again, That I have paid greater Coſts, 
and received /e/5 Damages, than ever any Engliſh- 
man did before in the ſame Circumſtances. If 
this has happened without the Intervention of an 
Hand of Power, I hope I may at leaſt have leave 
to ſay, that I am a very unfortunate Man; but 
if any one Perſon (let him be who he will) has 
Influence enough to be the cauſe of ſuch Pro- 
8 ceedings, I leave my Readers to judge in how 
bleſſed a Condition the Life, the Liberty, and 
the Property of every Man in England is, except 
; that one Perſon's. e ; | 
Ix you aſk, For what Reaſon J have been treat- 
ed thus? I will venture to aſſure you, That it is 
for no Crime Jever committed, either againſt my 
King, or my Country. I will go a little farther; 
and give you a few Reaſons why I humbly con- 
ceive, I have deſerved a milder Treatment : 
; While I am thus groaning under an unuſual 
1 Load of Cruelty and Oppreſſion, J hope my Rea- 
: ders will have good Nature enough, to excuſe my 
ſaying /ome Things which would, perhaps, look 
too Vain, if they were not hut extorted from 
me. | a 2 1 5 
Tx late Mr. Addiſon, to my certain Know- 
ledge, performed at leaſt as great, and as impor: 
tant Services for the Houſe of Hanover, as any 
one Man now living. Beſides this, his Writings 
of different Kinds have rendered his Name cele- 
brated and illuſtrious over all Europe. To this 
great Man, I am the neareſt Male Relation now 
2 | living; 
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living : I owe Part of my Education to him; 
and in Conjunction with himſelf, and Sir Rich- 
ard Steele, wrote the SpECTATORS. This 
Work has been tranſlated into moſt European 
Languages, and is no where thought a Digrace 
to our Nation. I was at Paris ſince the Specta- 
tors appeared in French; and whereverT was known 
to have had a Part in them, wasreceived by Per- 
ſons of the Firſt Rank, among that Polite and 
and Generous Nation, after a Manner which I had 
never Vanity enough (though, perhaps, every Man 
has-/ome) to think I merited. Let all the learned 
World give the French Nation thoſe Praiſes which 
are juſtly due to them. Lewis the Fourteenth 
(as Mood), and as inhuman a Tyrant, as we were 
pleaſed to repreſent him) had, at leaſt the Hu- 
manity, or the Good Senſe, to be a Friend and 
Patron to Men of Letters: He not only gave 
daily Inſtances of this among his own Subjects: 

He extended his Generoſity even to learned Fo- 
reigners: He cauſed our Countryman, Sir aac 
Newton, to be elected a Member of the French 
Academy : At the ſame Time, he ſettled a Pen- 
ſion upon him; and, Iam told, cauſed this Pen- 
ſion to be conſtantly paid him during the late 
War. If this is true, I will venture to ſay, This 
ſingle Action will appear greater in the Eyes of 
Poſterity, than all the Actions put together in 
the Reignsof ſome Princes. We were lately in- 
formed in our News Papers, That Mr. Voltaire 
was courted and carreſſed, even by the Princes of 
the Blood at the French Court; for the Genius he 
has ſhewn in his Life of the late King of Swe- 
den. A Man muſt, indeed, be very blind, who 
cannot ſee great Beauties in that Piece; yet, was 
E | this 
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was this very Piece fallen upon by our Miniſterial 
Writers; and my Memoirs of the Family of the 
Boyles happening to be publiſhed about the ſame 
Time, I had the Honour, (for ſuch I really 
eſteem it,) to be abuſed in the ſame Paper with 
Mr. Yoltaire, We are introduced in a Dialogue: 
The Scene is my Lodgings 3 where Mr. Voltaire 
and I are ſuppoſed to acquaint one another, in 
great Confidance, that we are a Couple of Fools, 
and Blockbeads. However mean the Figure may 
be, which I have made in the learned World, Iwill 


venture to affirm, That there is but One Goyern- 
ment in all Europe, under which I might not re- 


ceive that Protection which the Laws afford to 
every other Man. 

You may poſſibly imagine, Sir, from the 
Uſage I meet with, that I have been found en- 
gaged in ſome Plot, and have been a Traytor to 
his preſent Majeſty : But I do aſſure you, this 
is ſo far from — the Caſe, that I have done 
ſome Services both to the late King, and his pre- 
ſent Majeſty. The inhuman Treatment I have 
met with, forces me to ſay a little more: Theſe 
Services have not been of a common or vulgar 
Nature; they have been Services of the most 
Conſequence, and the higheſt Importance. Should 
theſe Lines happen to fall under the Eye of her 
moſt Sacred Majeſty, the preſent Guardian of 
theſe Kingdoms, and ſhe ſhould think me alittle 
too hardy in what I now aſſert, I am ready to 
give her Majeſty convincing Proots, either in a 

rivate Audience, or in a full Privy Council, 


that I ſpeak T; ruth. Having named the Queen, 


I beg leave to add, That I am well aſſured, both 
her Sex, and her own good Nature, muſt render 
U her 


her an bew to all Cruelties. I am as firmly 
convinced, that her illuſtrious Conſort can have 
nothing in his Temper that is Cruel, becauſe 
Mercy and Generoſity are the conſtant Inhabitants 
of a brave Mind. I hope, therefore, nothing I 
have faid can poſſibly be interpreted into what, 1 
am ſure, I never intended, viz. the leaſt Reflec- 
tion upon either of their Majeſties. 4 


Havixe, I hope, given ſufficient Proofs of 


my Loyalty to their Majeſties, though I can 

no Means agree with a Set of Writers, who 
falk of a Loyalty, which is due from us to Mi- 
niſters, yet I will venture to aſſert, That I have 
given ſeveral Inſtances of a moſt ſincere and 
hearty Affection for our preſent excellent Firſt 
Miniſter : 1 am at this very Time a worſe Man 
by at leaſt Ten thouſand Pounds, than I ſhould 
otherwiſe have been, for my having done him 
one particular Piece of Service: If a Multitude 


of other Affairs ſhould have made him forget it, 
I am ready torefreſh bis Memory before any Num- 
ber of his own Friends : I confeſs, that when I. 


thus ſerved him, he was neither quite fo Great, or 
ſo Rich, as he 1s at preſent ; but by a grateful Man 
(as he has ever ſhewn himſelf) thoſe Services were 
never thought the leaſt meritorious, which have 


been rendered tohimunder his greateſt Difficulties, 


Wren I came up to Town from the laſt Ox- 
ford Aſſizes, and found that I could neither bring 


thoſe Perſons who had robbed my Houſe to a 


legal Trial, nor get a Search-Warrant for my 
Goods, though I tried more Ways than one, and 
could prove where a good Part of them lay by 
the poſitive Affidavits "of three ſeveral Perſons : 
I fay, Sir, when 1 found this, I came up to 


Town 


CEE 2 
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Town with a full Reſolution to have laid my de- 
plorable Caſe before the Britiſb Parliament, and 
to have flung myſelf at the Feet, and have im- 
plored the Protection of thoſe great CoNsE RAR 
TORS of LIBERTY and. PROPERTY. To this 
End, I actually talked with ſome Members of 
your Houſe, but found their Seſſion was drawing 
to a Concluſion ; that feveral Members were al- 
ready gone into the Country, and that the re- 
maining Part were taken up upon an Afair truly 
worthy the Attention of Patriots, I mean the 


Affair of the Charitable Corporation. While, 


with a Zeal worthy of yourſelves, you were do- 
ing Juſtice to a Multitude of unhappy and de- 
luded People, Icould not reafonably deſire or ex- 
pect you ſhould hearken to the Complaints of one 


h fingle Mreicb, however juſt they might appear to be ; 


Pu RsuE, Sir, the glorious Path you are in; 
ſhew yourſelves the true Repreſentatives of the 
People of Eugland: Protect the Innocent, and 
puniſh ſuch Offenders, as are much too big to be 
managed by our common Courts of Juſtice. May 
all Endeavours to ſcreen them prove ineffectual ;, 
May your Houſe be put upon no wrong Scents, 
nor artfully led out of the May. In a Word, when 
at your next Seſſion you are enquiring into this 
Scene of Iniquity, may you not be ſerved like 
your late Committee for inſpecting Gaols, I have 
ſtrong Reaſons to believe, that thoſe Gentlemen 
were within an Hair's Breadth of making ſuch 
Diſcoveries, as would have juſtly intitled them 
to have had their Statues erected at the Expence 
of their Country. The Engliſb Nation will ne- 
ver deſpair of having their Grievances redreſſed, 
while their Parliament is free and uncorrupted: 
„%% ay Buß 
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But ſhould a wicked Miniſter, which Heaven 
avert, ever be able to ſecure a corrupt Majority 
in your Houſe, then, Sir, then ſhould we be 
truly Slaves ; 1 will venture to ſay, we ſhould 
be even more wretched Slaves than thoſe who 
live under the moſt abſolute Monarchy, The 
Reaſon is plain: A People had much better ſa- 
tisfy the Avarice and Ambition of one Tyrant, 

than of three hundred. The Athenian State was 
much more happy under the Government of 
Piſiſtratus, than under that of the thirty Tyrants. 
Our Parliament is our higheſt Court of Judica- 
ture; and ſhould the Fountain ever be corrupted, 

what muſt become of all the inferior Streams ? 
what Defigns carried on under the Maſt of 
Juſtice? what ſcandalous Partialities might we 
not then expect? TI ſhall venture to aſſert, That 
ſhould the Laws of England ever be turned into 
Back-Swords, T mean, ſhould they be made to 
cut, wound, and deſtroy only on one Side, we 
mould be a much happier Nation, if we had 
none at all, The People of England have been 
ever ſo fond of a Parliament, that we may pro- 
perly enough call it their M. iftreſs x z yet, give me 
Leave to obſerve, Sir, That when we have a 
violent Paſſion for any one Object, our Love is 
nſually mixed with a little Fealouſy. With re- 
ſpect 5 the King, the Parliament may properly 
be called his Political Wife. It is not therefore 
ſufficient ſhe ſhould be barely ChHASTE; but, 
The Wife of Cæſar ought not to be SUSPECTED. 

For theſe Reaſons, I believe, Sir, I may venture 
to aſſure you, That Forty- nine Parts in Fifty of 
your Fellow- Subjects, who have no Places or 
Penſt ions themſelves, do moſt earneſtly with to 


ſe 
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ſee the Penſion Bill paſs. I have heard you more 
than once allow this excellent Bill to be abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for the Preſervation of our Conſtitu- 
tion. Your Behaviour in Parliament on this, and 
every other Occaſion, has given you an indiſpu- 
table Right to the glorious Title of a Friend 10 
your Country. I have no mean Opinion of your In- 
tegrity or Abilities, yet, give me Leave to ſay, Sir, 
That notwithſtanding the Love and Eſteem 1 
have for you, my Reſpect for a Britiſb Parlia- 
ment is ſo much ſuperior to all private Conſide- 
rations, that I heartily wiſh you was the moſt 

worthleſs Member in the whole Houſe of Commons. 
I nave Reaſons to believe, that at your ext 
Meeting, ſuch a Scene will be opened,. and ſuch 
Particulars laid before you, as will require your 
utmoſt Attention. Poſſibly, as wretched a Crea- 
ture as I am, I may be a mean Inſtrument of 
placing ſome certain Facts in their true Light. I 
will go a little farther: My Papers have been 
twice ſeized and rifled after a moſt wicked and 
unprecedented Manner ; notwithſtanding which, 
ſhould your Houſe think it not beneath them to 
hear an unhappy Wretch, (who by a certain Per- 
fon, and his Adberents, has been confidently 
reported to be a Madman, ) I humbly hope, I 
have SOMETHING to offer to them, worthy the 
Conſideration of the Repreſentatives of their 
Country. To be plain, Sir, I am come to a 
certain Reſolution, which I believe I ſhall keep, 
if I am not by ſome Means or other ſent out of the 
World before your next Meeting. My laſt Ex- 
preſſion may, perhaps, a little ſurprize you ; I 
ſhall therefore, without Ceremony, and without 
Comment, tell you the Meaning of it. 5 
| My 
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My Friends (ſome of whom are Men of 
much better Judgment than myſelf) do think, 
that ſince a certain Affair, which made ſome 
Noiſe in the World, there have been #200 ſeveral 
Attempts to have murdered me in my Bed. The 
plain Matter of Fact ſtands thus: 


_ ABovurT Chriſtmas laſt was Twelvemonth, 
about Two a Clock in the Morning, I was 
awakened by a Noiſe at my Chamber-Door ; 
the Noiſe was like that of a Key turning round 
in a Lock, which did not belang to it ; and I 
really thought, that my Maid-Servant wanted 
ſomething in the Room, and might have miſta- 
ken the Key: But upon my calling out, ho is 
there ? inſtead of receiving any Anſwer, the 
molt violent Efforts were made to have broke 
open the Door. I thought it now high Time to 
knock, and alarm the Houſe, which I did; and 
when thoſe who. lay over me, began to ſtir, I 
heard the Fellow, who was at my Chamber- 
Door, trip up Stairs, where, by what afterwards 
happened, I have Reaſon to believe he got out 
of a Door in the Garret which opened upon the 
Leads of the Houſe. I cannot pretend to gueſs 
at the Villain, only I had obſerved, that the 
Day before this Accident happened, I had been 
dogged for ſeveral Hours together, by a Fellow 
in a blue Rug Coat ; and once, when I turned 
back to look at him, the Wind blowing open 
his great blue. Coat, I ſaw he wore under it a 
ſort of Frock with Metal-Buttons ; and I thought, 
that in the Efforts which that Villain made, who 
endeavoured to break open my Chamber-Door, I 
plainly heard his Metal-Buitons grate againſt the 
* Door, 
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Door, and an adjoining Wainſcot. However, 

whether this Fellow and he who dogged me, 

were one and the ſame Man, I am not able to 

1 MADE no Noiſe of this Affair; yet could 

not forbear making my own Reflections upon it. 

That I might not be altogether wanting to my 

ſelf, I took care from this Time to havea Light, 

or Lights, conſtantly burning all Night in my 

Chamber, which I never had before. I reſolved 

likewiſe to get ſome Man to lie upon the ſame 

Floor with me. I pretended I wanted a Servant. 

Upon which, one who had formerly lived with 

me ſeveral Years, but was then a Houſekeeper, 
recommended to me a luſty young Fellow, a Re- 

lation of his own. My old Servant paſſed his 

Word for the young Fellow's Honeſty: But de- 

ſired he might not wear a Livery, becauſe his 

Father was a very ſubſtantial Farmer, and he him- 

ſelf actually Heir to an Eſtate of Fourſcore Pounds 

per Annum. I ordered a Table-Bed to be put in 

that Room which was attempted to be broke 

open, and made this young Fellow lie in it. I 

told him nothing of the former Attempt, that 

be might not be under any Apprehenſion. Every 

Thing was quiet for about fix Weeks : But at 

the End of that Time, about Three in the Morn- 

ing, the fame Villain, as I imagine, who made 

the former Attempt, came again, He was now 

ſo much improved in the Art of picking a Lock, 

that he got into the Room where my Servant 

lay, adjoining to my own, without making any 

Noiſe. However, as I happened to be awake, 

J heard ſome body ſtalking about the Room. I 

took it for granted, that it was my own Man, 

| who 
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who might want ſomething in the Night, which 
he could not readily find; but was ſufficient ly 
alarmed, when I heard the Fellow jump out of 
Bed, and cry out, Who are you, Sir? What do 
you do here? What do you want? J immediately 
leaped out of Bed with my drawn Sword in my 
Hand, which lay conſtantly by me, and flew 
into the Dining- Room. I attempted to have 
opened the Door, which was next the Stairs: If 
J could have opened this Door, my Man and I 
ſhould have had the Villain between us, and 
might probably have given a good Account of 
him: But I found the Door unfortunately locked. 
The Maid-Servant, who every Day lighted my 
Fire, had locked the Door, and taken the Key 
up with her. I tried in vain to break it open. 
All J could do in this Extremity was, to call 
out to my Servant to bid him fear nothing, for 
that I was coming to him, and to order him to 
fire upon the Villain, though, God knows, the 
poor Fellow had no Fire-Arms. At the ſame 
Time, inſtead of crying, Murder, which I 
thought might keep Folks in their Beds, I cried 
out, with all my Might, Fire] Fire! This 
ſoon alarmed every body in the Houſe. The 
Villain finding the Family wasgetting up, thought 
it high Time to retreat. He ran up Stairs, and 
(as we afterwards diſcovered) got out of a little 
Door which opens upon the Leads of the Houſe. 
We found this little Door open, and another 
Door in the Garret leading to it, and which is 
conſtantly ſhut at Night, (however it happened,) 
was now likewiſe wide open, My Man told 
me, That as ſoon as ever he ſaw the Villain in 
his Room, he ſprung. out of Bed, and caught 

up 
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up a Putt in his Hand, Which was all he had 
to defend himſelf: That the Villain upon this 
retired back two or three Steps, and ſtood ſtill a 
good while with a Piſtol in his Hand, butwith- 
out firin 12 or ſtriking at him; till at laſt, upon 
the Noiſe I made, he went out at the Chamber- 
Door, which he had juſt before opened, ran up 
to the Garret, and made his Eſcape over the 
Leads in the Manner I have mentioned. Upon 
talking with the People of the Houſe, who were 
all of chem alarmed at this laſt Attempt, I found, 
that the Villain, in all Probability, had deen 
once in the Houſe, to ſee how the Ground lay be 
fore he made his frf# Attempt to break open my 
Chamber-Door. Every body in the Houſe 
(except myſelf) heard a Man, one Night before 
that Attempt, go down from the Garret; and 
after he had ſtaid ſome little Time, trip up Stairs 
again into the Garret. 

ALL my Friends, who gave themſelves the 
Trouble to talk with my Servant, (which ſome. 
of them did,) are of Opinion, That the Villain 
could have no other Deſign, than to have mur- 
dered me. It is pretty evident, indeed, that he 
did not come to Steal: I am aſſured, chat in the 
Garret through which he came, there was a great 
Quantity of Linen, and of a conſiderable Value; 
but that none of it was found miſſing. Beſides, 
when he was in the Houſe, he might with the 
utmoſt Eaſe have robbed all the*Ground Floor, 
where no body lay, and which belongs toa ſubſtan- 
tial Tradeſman, who had ſeveral 7 Things of Value 
there : Whereas the Villain could have taken no- 
thing from me (except my Life) but a few Books 
and Papers. My Friends are all convinced, that 
his 
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his Behaviour in my Man's Room proceeded, 
from the Surprize he was under, when he found 
another Perſon in the Chamber, where he expected 
to have found ne. They likewiſe lay ſome Streſs 
upon a particular Circumſtauce: A Day or two 
before the firſt Attempt was made upon my 

Chamber: Door, a kittle Talian Grey-bound was 
ſtolen from me, which had been with me ſeve- 
ral Years before, uſed conſtantly to lie under my 
Bed, and would fall a barking upon the leaſt 
Noiſe. - I ſhould not have mentioned this Cir- 
cumſtance, if I had not heard or read ſome 
where of ati Harlequin Dog, who diſcoyered an 
borrid and bloody Plot to. have deſtroyed Three 
Kingdoms.” For my own Part, I muſt ingenuouſly 
confeſs, I do not well know what to think of this 
whole Affair. I have only related Matters of 
Fa : I cannot help ſaying, That ſome Circum- 
ſtances do look a little odd; yer, far be it from 
me to charge the greateſt Enemy I have in the 
World, with having any Hand in ſo Black an 
Attempt, unleſs I could fully prove it upon him. 
Since this laſt Attempt, I have got ſome Fire- 
Arms, and never go. to Bed without two Brace 
of Piſtols. loaded by me: I have likewiſe taken 
ſome ofher Precautions, and ſhould endeavour to 
ſell my Life as dear as I could, if it is ever pur- 
ſued again after this Manner. 

I rave often found myſelf dogged for an 
whole Day together, ſometimes by one Man, 
and ſometimes by two : I thought it proper enough 
to acquaint a certain Perſon, whom ] went to ſee 
one Day, that I had left jy Equipage in the Street, 
for that I had been followed all the Morning by two 
Fellows, who were at that Time not far from his 


Door. 
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Door. He immediately replied, I don't care 
200 knows you viſit me. 1 aſſure you, Sir, if you 
are not aſhamed of my Acquaintance, I am not 
_ . aſhamed of yours. So generous an Anſwer from 
a Perſon ſo much my Superior, made me almoſt 
aſhamed that T had told him I was dogged. If 
thoſe Gentlemen, who ſtill do me the Honour to 
follow me now and then, or to watch my Door 
for a whole Day together, mean nothing more, 
than to find out what Perſons I ſee, I do hereby 
aſſure them, that they are heartily welcome to 
make the beſt of their Diſcoveries. W 
I noes, Sir, I have ſaid enough to convince 
you that I have not Complained without being 
Hurt; and that my having been ſo long Silent, 
and never till now entering into Particulars, is 
ſome Proof that I have a tolerable Stock of Pa- 
tience, eſpecially for a Madman. I beg Leave, 
however, to aſſure you, That you do me a grea 
deal of Injuſtice, if you imagine I have now ſai 
all that I could ay. I could tell you how I have 
been flung into a Priſon, and kept there jome 
Years for a Debt, pretended to be due to a certain 
Perſon, to whom I do not owe one Furthing; 
but who, on the contrary, if a currant Arconnt 
between us was fairly ballanced, (which Account I 
have more than once offered in open Court in 
Chancery to refer to any indifferent Perſons,) is 
ſome Hundreds of Pounds in my Debt. I could 
tell you how an old Bond, given twenty Years + 
ſince, and paid off above twelve Years ſince, has 
been trumped up againſt me, not by the Perſon 
to whom 1 gave it, but by a certain Captain, 
into whoſe Hands it fell by an unlucky Acci- 
dent. I could tell you ſome Proceedings in this 
glad * N ag 
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Caſe, which I hope and believe are without a 
Precedent. 

IT coup tell you how, when I was extremely 
i, and upon the very Day I had taken Pyyſick, 
I was dragged by a Tipſtaff by Force out of my 
own Lodgings, and in my Morning-Gown, to 
the Court of Chancery, though there was no 
more Occaſion for my Appearance in that Court, 
than there is at this Time for yours. I could tell 
you, that my Lord Chancellor (to give him his 
Due) ſeemed thoroughly ſhocked at this moſt 
infamous and unprecedented Piece of Barbarity. I 
could tell you, and truly too, that I look upon 
it as done with a Deſign to have murdered me; 
and that it had very near compleated that De- 
fign: Upon my Return to my Lodgings, I 
fell into ſuch a Fit as I never was ſeized with 
till hat Day, and which thoſe about me thought 
would have carried me off. I could tell you 
many other Things. In ſhort, Sir, if you are 
a little ſurprized at ſome Particulars in the pre- 
ceding Sheets, how much greater would your 
Surprize be, ſhould I draw up the Curtain en- 
tirely, and preſent to your View a certain Scene, 
which I could lay open? But I hope I have 
lived long enough in the World to obſerve that 
excellent Precept given us in an old plain Exglih 
Proverb, namely, That Truth is not to be ſpoke at 
all Times; and to know, that there are ſome 
Truths, eſpecially of ſueh a Kind, that they 
will infallibly loſe their Force, if they are not 
reſerved for a proper Time, and a proper Place. 
The cruel Perſecution and Oppreſſions J have 
ſtruggled under for theſe Tex Years laſt paſt, have 
made Death infinitely preferable to ſuch a Life 


ag 


* 
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as I have led. I hope I am not afraid to die; and 
I believe there is no Man of any Spirit, who in 
the /ike Circumſtances would not have put an End 
to his Life, could he have been aſſured, that his 
Afiiftions would have ended with it. I muſt own, 
I am not quite ſo clear upon the Subject of Sui- 
cide, as ſeveral great and good Men have de- 
clared themſelves to be; yet, if J ever lay under 
any Temptation to have committed it, I have 
been withheld from it by #00 Reaſons : If it be 
a Crime, it is ſuch a one, as it is ſcarce poſſible 


to repent of; and this Circumſtance, which is 


almoſt peculiar to this very Action, muſt, me- 


thinks, have a good deal of Weight with every 


thinking Man, 


THERE is another Reaſon, which, though a 


mere Trifle, if compared to the former, I can- 
not deny had ſome little Weight with me. 

I Have Grounds to believe, that a certain 
Man has uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to drive me 


to this very Action; and that he once hoped, and 


even expected every Day to hear that I had com- 
mitted it: And I will not aſſert, that a Reſolu- 
tion I have taken, never more to contribute to his 
Pleaſures, may have had its Weight in making 
me not altogether weary of Life. I hope, how- 
ever, I ſhall never put too great a Value upon it. 
And though the King of Sparta ſhould once more 
call me a Deſperado in Print, I ſhall once more 
repeat thoſe very Words which induced his Spar- 
tan Majeſty formrely to be ſo ſevere upon me, viz. 
**© That Did I but know how to lay down my Life 

for the real Service of my poor Country, you 
£ pany, ſoon fee how little I at 2 tate to part 
$6 with it. 


W 1 HAVE 


; 3s 
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I nave already hinted, that IT am not with- 
out Hopes of being a mean Inſtrument of doing 
my Country ſome little Service at your next Meel- 
ing: Yet, if my promiſing to reveal nothing 
which was ever ſaid to me under the Seal of 
Friendſhip, is ſufficient to make a certain Perſon 
Eaſy, he may be Eaſy. There are ſome cer- 
tain Meaſures, which, under all Events and the 
utmoſt Provocation, I am determined to keep, 
not for his ſake, but my own. Give me leave 
to add, Sir, that I find there 1s a general 
Expectation from your next Seſſion. I believe 
the Voice, and Cries of the whole Kingdom ei- 
ther have, or will let you know, what it is they 
expect from you: And I dare ſay you will agree 
with me, that nothing can be more monſtrous 
than to imagine that the Repreſentatives of a 
People will act directly contrary to the Miſbes 

and Jnclinations of that People whom they re- 

_ preſent. 
Ox of the firſt Things you will probably go 
upon, will be to take the State of the Nations into 
your Conſideration. Our preſent Condition is 
repreſented to us in a very different Light by two 
Sets of Writers. 

Wu are told by one Set of Writers, That the 
Britiſh Nation was never in ſo happy and flouriſh- 
ing a Condition as now: That the Glory of Eng- 
land is arrived to the higheſt Pitch, under the 
Adminiſtration of our preſent excellent Miniſter: 
That Trade and Commerce were never before 
ſettled upon ſo happy a Foot: That we are be- 
loved by our Allies, feared by our Enemies, and 
reſpected by all the World: That we have no- 
thing to do, but to ſit down every Man under his 
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own Fig-Tree, and quietly enjoy all thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings which our great Miniſter is daily procuring 
for us : That we ourſelves may ſleep, and take 


our Reſt, ſince his Eyes are ever open, and his 


Head conſtantly employed to remove every Dan- 
ger that can poſſibly threaten us: That with a 
diſintereſted Generoſity, which cannot be too 
much commended, he is pleaſed to prefer our 
Eaſe and Happineſs to his own : That the only 
Thing we have to take Care of, is, that we do 
not fall into too much Luxury admidft the pre- 
ſent Affluence and Plenty of Money: That we 
live in an Age and Country where Liberty is in 
its Aſcendant : That we are the only happy Na- 
tion in Europe, who have it in as high Perfection 
as human Nature is capable of enjoying: That 
every Man's Property is rendered ſure to him by 
the beſt Laws, which were ever compoſed, and 
is as Secure as any Thing _—_— made in this 
World : That Juſtice is in all Caſes ſo Þnparti- 
ally adminiſtered, that the Greateſt Man among 
us is not able to oppreſs the Meane. 

ANnoTHER Set of Writers maliciouſly inſi- 
nuate, That from being very lately a Terror to all 
our Enemies, and holding the Ballance of Europe, 
we are become the Jeſt, the Scorn, the Contempt, 
and the Deriſion of every Nation round about us: 
That our Trade (the very Soul of our Nation) is 
decayed, and decaying in all its Branches; and 
that it will hardly be poſſible for us to take it out 
of thoſe new Canals into which it is lately fallen: 
That our firſt Miniſter is ſo far from being qua- 
lified for his Poſt, that he underſtands nothing 
at all of foreign Affairs: That he is ſo far from 


being a Maſter of Languages, that he cannot even 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak French : That the ſtrongeſt Paſſions i in 8 
are the Love of Money, and a mean Fealouſy of 

every Man who has thoſe Qualifications he wants 
himſelf : That Millions of People have loſt either 
their Friends or their Fortunes by his pernicious 
Meaſures: That he has taken much more Care 
of himſelf and his Dependants, than of the Pub- 
lick : That while the Nation in general is groan- 
ing under Poverty and Oppreſſion; while our Mer- 
chants Ships are daily taken, our Colonies decay- 
ing, our Tradeſmen becoming Bankrupts, our 
Farmers unable to pay their Rent, and our Streets 

filled with Beggars, there are two or three Fa- 

mil ies who are daily acquiring and hoarding up 
ſuch immenſe Sums, as muſt in a few Years ſtop 

even the Circulation of our Money: That though 

our Prince himſelf has a thouſand great and no- 
ble Qualities in him, yet that his People are 
prevented from receiving the Influence of them, 
by this Miniſter's interpoſing and hanging like a 
black Cloud between them and their King: That 
He and his Creatures have found a Way to pre- 
vent the Juſt Complaints of his Majeſty's Subject 
from reaching his royal Ear : That the whole Ad- 
miniſtration of this ſame Miniſter has been no- 
thing elſe but Blunder upon Blunder ; and that all 
his Politics may be compriſed in one lingle Word, 
viz. CORRUPTION : That the People are bur- 
thened with heavy Taxes, and a ſtanding Army; 
and their Debts not leſſened in a Time of Peace: 
That tho' no People have the Word LIBERTY 
more in their Mouths ; no People are perhaps 
leſs acquainted with the Thing itſelf : That 
our Laws are fo far from being ſo very excellent 
and perfect, as ſome would perſuade us, that Rea- 


on 
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ſon and Juſtice are too often loſt and ſtifled un- 
der Forms of Law : And that, in a Word, the 
Law itſelf, as it now ftands, or is ſotnetimes in- 
terpreted, ſeeths too capable to enable the Rich 
and the Picked to oppreſs the Poos and the 
Tnnotent.. 5 | 

Is HALL not examine into the Truth or Falſhood 
of the ſeveral Aﬀettions and Infinuations of theſe 
two Sets of Writers. The Commons of Enęland 
aſſembled in a free Parliament ate doubrleſs the 
beſt aid propereſt Judges of the true State of 
the Nation ; nor cah I doubt, Sir, but at your 
next Meeting you will examine in what Condi- 
tion the Bro Nation #eally is; and that you 
will act accortingly. One Thing I beg Leave to 
fry, namely; That there is nota Man ih England 


who will more heartily rejoice than myſelf; to 


fikd his Countty in that happy Condition it is 
fa id to be in by the firſt Set of Writers whom 
1 have mentioned; or to ſcë that all the Com- 
plaints raiſed againſt our excellent Miniſtef are 
without the leaſt Foundation, and proceed from 
nothing elſe than the cfuſeleſs Clamours of a 
few worthleſs Men, who are baſe enough to 
wound the very Hand that feeds and preſerves 
them, and to #vy thoſe great Actions they are 
unable to imitate, If, upon a fair ahd thorough 
Examination this ſhould appear to be the true 
State of the Caſe, I will venture to aſſure our 
Firſt Miniſter he may. ſafely deſpiſe all his Ene- 
mies, and need give no Orders for Proſecutions 
in Weſtminſter-Hall. Moſt of the Proſecutions 
againſt thoſe Writings, which any particular Set 
of Men call Libels, have, in my humble Opi- 

nion, ſmelt extreamly Rank of downright Ty- 
: ranny 
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1 and arbitrary Power : I dare ſay there 

no Man of Senſe, who would not 4 much 
ale convinced, by ſeeing the Arguments in 
any Pamphlet fairly Anſwered, or the Matters 
of Fat it aſſerts proved to be Falſe, than by 
hearing it was called a Libel in Weſtminſter- 
Hall. 

I SHALL conclude with deſiring the Protection 
of Providence on no other Terms, than as theſe 
Sheets are moſt ſincerely intended for the Good 
of my Country: I ſhould not expect my Fellow- 
Subjects would lend their Attention to the ſeveral 
Particulars I have mentioned, if what is my Caſe 
to Day, might not happen to be their own to 
Morrow : But it is certainly high Time for every 
Man to look about him, and to conſider upon 
what Foot his own Liberty and Property ſtand ; 
when in the Words of my Motto, Jam proxi- 
mus ardet Ucalegon; that is, in plain Engliſh, 
2 his next W s Houſe is Þ as on 

ire. 


J am with great Eſteem, 
July 15th, $ I R, 
1732. 
Your Mo Fl Faithful 
Humble Servant, 


* 


THE 
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AVING fome particular Reaſons not 
to be ſatisfied, that my Servant, who 


| was my chief Evidence, had only ſworn 
that my Houſe was robbed before that Juſtice 
of Peace who granted me my extraordinary 
Search-Warrant, J got the Fellow to make an 
Affidavit likewiſe of the ſaid Robbery before 
the Recorder of Oxford, though this Gentle- 
man, as I have already obſerved, does not act as 
a ee of Peace in the County at large. The 
following Affidavit, taken before him, is what I 
referred my Readers to in the 127th Page of the 
preceeding Sheets. | | ET 


" Braham Maids faith, That EZuſtace 
„ \ Budgell Eſquire, having left the Care 
Hof his Houſe, and all the Keys of the ſaid 
„ Houſe with him, he took care not only to 
lock yp the Doors of the ſaid Houſe, but to 
bolt and barricade them in ſuch a Manner, 
** that no Key could open the ſame; But faith, 
That the ſaid Houſe was ſeveral Times broke 
** open, and ſeveral] Goods of a conſiderable 
Value taken away at divers Times out of the 
f* ſame; ſo that at preſent, almoſt all the Goods 
* in the ſaid Houſe, which was well furniſhed, 

"T3 - . 
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are ſtole away. And the ſaid Abraham Maids 
*“ further faith, Fhat early one Morning, about 
« May laſt, being informed, that there had 
W 4 £4 a Knocking heard in the Houſe, he 
vent in the back Way, and actually caught 
* Tohn Piers of Denton, William Badcock of 
1 Gazington, and 7obn Gillman of the ſame, 
* who had broke open the Hall-Door of the 
* ſaid Houſe, which he the ſaid Maids had 


firmly ſecured with a large Bar: And the ſai 


7 i Maids faich, That the three Perſons afprefaid 
* were actually carrying off ſeveral of the Goods 
6 belonging to his Maſter, when he came upon 
F© them; and ſaith, That 'the ſaid three Perſons 
< were under the utmoſt Fright and Surprize, 
5+. when they were caught by him the ſaid Maids; 
< and that Piers and Gillman did in particular 
% look as if they would have fainted away: And 
$* the ſaid Maid; told the ſaid Piers, That he was 
56 a baſe Man for breaking open his Maſter's 
* Houle, and ſtealing his Goods ſeveral Times 
< before in the Night; becauſe he the ſaid 
* Maids might be hanged upon Suſpicion of 
86 having taken the ſame: And the ſaid Maids 
5e faith, That Piers and Gilman were fo con- 
5* founded, that they made him no Anſwer ; but 
that Badcock had the Impudence to ſay, That 
<< he the ſaid Maids could nat tell where they 
40 had the Goods; although the ſaid Maids did 
4 very well know they were his Maſter's, and 
<« taken out of the Houſe which was broke 
open. 
3 Axp 1 faid Miaids ſaith, That ki Maſ- 
e ter's Houſe was broke o five or ſix Times, 
« and ſome of the Goo s taken K every 
4 1 Bee | Time; 
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es Time; z and that the Perſons who broke it 

* open, got in ſometimes at the Windows, and 
< ſometimes at the Doors: And he doth believe 
that the ſaid Piers wag always concerned in 
breaking open the ſaid Houſe, becauſe he the 
* ſaid Maids doth know, that many of the 
** Goods taken away at the ſaid Times, are now 
in the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Pjers ; and that 
*© ſome of them are in the Houſe, where the ſaid 
** Piers now lives, and that others of them are 
** hid in a Barn. Of all which he the ſaid Maigs 
* is ready to make Oath. In Witneſs whereof 
he hath hereunto ſet his Hand this 26th Day 


* of Auguſt, | 731 
Abrabom M. ww 


Auguſt 30, 1731. 
| 3 by Abraham Maids before me, That 
the Contents of this Paper is true; and that his 
Name i is thereto PR 
ü Mar. SKINNER. 


La 


- 


60 Abraham Maids farther faith, That he doth 
<< believe, the Houſe of his Maſter Euſtace 
6 Budgell Eſquire was always broke 6 in the 
<6 Night, or at ſuch Times as John Piers and 
his Accomplices were well aſſured he the ſaid 
«© Maids was at a great Diſtance, fave only at 
<< that Time when they were apprehended by 
him the ſaid Maids. And the ſaid Maids far- 
ce ther ſaith, That he is credibly informed, and 
«© doth believe, that William Bakcock of Gazing- 
&* ton, did declare ſome Time after the ſaid Maids 
66 had caught him carrying aa his Maſter's 

© Goods, 
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Goods, when he had broke open the Houſe, 
That if it was to do again, he the ſaid Badcock 
would have knocked the ſaid Maids in the Head, 
and have buried him in the Orchard, belonging 
to the ſaid Maids's Maſters Houſe. 

« AND the ſaid Maids faith, That he hath 
heard, and doth verily believe, that the ſaid 
Piers and his Aſſociates were encouraged to 
do what they have done, from a firm Belief 
that the ſaid Maids's Maſter, Euſtace Budgell 
Eſqz was confined for Debt, and would never 
be in a Condition to proſecute them ; and that 
they would never have dared to rob his Houſe, 
had they ever thought he would have recover- 
ed his Liberty. 

And the ſaid Maids ſaith, That they be- 
gan their Attempts, as he believeth, by taking 
away a Grinding-Stone belonging to his Mai- 
ter, which lay in a Hovel; becauſe the ſaid 
Piers, ſoon after the ſaid Stone was miſſing, 
came to him the ſaid Maids, and ſaid; Nat, 
I hear you have had your Grinding-Stone ſtole ? 
To which the ſaid Maids replied, Ibelieve you 
know what is become of him. And the faid 
Maids hath been informed that the faid Piers 
did actually take away the ſaid Stone, and 
hid it in a Ditch for ſome Time after he 
had ſtolen it; but at laſt carried it to the 
Houſe of William Burges in the Pariſh of 
Gazington, where the ſaid Maids hears the 
faid Stone now is. And the faid Maids faith, 
That he doth conceive the ſaid Piers finding 
himſelf not proſecuted for the ſaid Stone, di 
41 to break open, and to rob his the ſaid 
* Maids plaſter” s Houſe in the Manner the faid 


1 * Maids 
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& Maids hath given under his Hand Y eſterday: 
Of all which the ſaid Maids is ready to make 
% Oath, if he is legally called upon fo to do. 


< In witneſs whereof he hath hereunto fet his 


Hand this 27th Day of Auguſt, 1731. 
Abraham Maids. 


| 1 „ 
Sworn by Abraham Maids before me, That the 
Contents of this Paper is true; and that his Name 
15 thereto ſubſcribed. 


MaT. SKINNER. 


Beſides theſe io Papers my Servant ſigned a 
third Paper, containing ſome Particulars, which 
for certain Reaſons I ſhall not publiſh at preſent. 

Tux followingAfidavit of my Maid Servant's, 
is what I referred my Readers to in Page 128. 

*© N NL ARY Harris maketh Oath, That above 
wh two Years ſince her Maſter Euſtace 
Budgell Eſq (who was at that Time under 
Confinement in the Fleet) called her this De- 
*© ponent to him, and declared unto her, That 
* he was very uneaſy for fear his Papers ſhould 
e be ſeized, and rifled once again, as ſhe this 
<** Deponent well knew they formerly were at 
his Houſe in Arundel-Street; and that he 
was therefore reſolved to ſend down to his 
Houſe in Oxfordſhire ſome of his ſaid Papers, 
„ containing Accounts between him and other 
£<* Perſons, ſeveral private Letters of Conſe- 
** quence, and other Matters; and ordered this 
% Peponent to get herſelf ready to go down the 
** very next Day into Oxfordſbire with the ſaid 

a 


Papers: 


c 


Lay 


(c 


cc 
(c 
cc 
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. 
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Papers : And this Deponent did make herſelf 


& ready accordingly, and received early the next 
Morning from her ſaid Maſter's own Hands 
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a ſmall Bag (ſuch as Lawyers commonly carr 

their Papers in) almoſt full of Papers, which 
her ſaid Mafter had packed up the Night be- 
fore, in ſeveral Sheets of brown Paper, and 


had ſealed up with his own Seal in ſeveral 


Places on the ſaid brown Paper. And this 
Deponent farther faith, That when her Maſ- 
ter gave her the ſaid Bag of Papers, he did 
ſtrictly charge and command her ſeveral Times 


over to take the utmoſt Care thereof; de- 
. claring, that as much as he wanted Money; he 


would not loſe the ſaid Papers for two Thou- 
fand Pounds; or Words to that Effect; and 
ordered this Deponetit, as foon as ſhe came to 


his Houſe in Oxfordſhire, to cauſe à large ſtrong 


Cheſt in the ſaid Houſe to be removed up into 
a little Clofet in one of the Garrets, and to put 
the ſaid Papers in the ſaid Cheſt; and alfo to 
put two good Locks, one upon the Cheſt; and 
another on the Cloſet-Door ; atid having care- 


fully locked the ſame, to bring away the Keys 


with her, and not to leave them with Abraham 
Maids, who had the Care of the Houſe, and 
the Goods therein, and the Keys of every other 
Room in the ſaid Houſe. And this Deponent 
ſatth, That ſhe did go down into Oxfordſpire 
accordingly, got the aforeſaid Cheſt removed 
up into the faid Cloſet, arid put the faid Pa- 
pers therein. And becauſe her Maſter had 
ſtrictly charged her to let no body know of 
her carrying down the fad Papers, ſhe, this 
Deponent, to avoid any Sufptciort of her put- 
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ting Papers into the ſaid Cheſt, did likewiſe 
t ſome Linen, Pewter-Diſhes and Plates, 
into the ſaid Cheſt ; and having cauſed two 
good new Locks to be put upon the Cheſt 
and the Cloſet-Door, and carefully locked the 
ſame, brought away the Keys with her to 
London, and hath had them in her Poſſeſſion 
ever ſince. And this Deponent farther ſaith, 
That being carried down by her Maſter to the 
Aſſizes held at Oxford 1 in March laſt, ſhe found 


that her Maſter's Country-Houſe, which was 


well furniſhed with Goods ſent down from his 
Houſe in Arundel-Street in the Strand, and with 


ſuch Goods as he had bought in Oxfordfoire, 


was entirely ſtripped from Top to Bottom: 


That the ſaid Cheſt was carried away; and that 


the very Tools, and Waſhing-Veſſels in the 
Qut-houſes, and a large Copper-Furnace, were 
alſo ſtolen, and carried away. And this De- 
ponent faith, That being carried by her Fel- 
low-Servant, Arabam Maids, to a Barn which 
ſtands by it ſelf in a Field, and is now in the 
Poſſeſſion of one Jobn Pia ſhe, this Depo- 
nent, looked into the faid Barn through the 
Crevices of the Boards, and ſaw therein a great 
2 of her ſaid Maſter 8 Goods. 4 5 


Mary Harris, 


Jurat ah Day of July x7 32, 


_ me at the Publick Office. 


_ FRAN. EL PDE. 


Juſt Publiſped, 


th a Frontiſpiece deſig ned by Vanderbank, 
ud engraved by Vandergucht) | 


— 
2 | ; 


N. * ; 

XX LETTER to the King of Sparta, from 
Euſtace Budgell Eſq; With an Account of 
the Manners and Government of the Greeks and 
Romans, and Reflections thereon. | 

Interſperſed with ſeveral Curious and Uncom- 
mon Pieces of Hiſtory, relating to Love and 
Politicks ; and with a great many Stories, pri- 
vate Memoirs, and Characters of the Ancients 
and Moderns, viz. of Cleomenes, Lycurgus, Acro- 
tatus and Chelidonis, Cliſtbenes, Coriolanus, 
 Apeſiſtrata, Crateſiclea, Tyrtæus, Pyrrhus, Jſadas, 
Pericles, Cimon, Thucydides, Marius, and Fulian 
the Apoſtate : Of Sir Robert Carr, Oliver Crom- 
well, the late Duke of gb, the Earl of 
Ox——4, Earl of H——x, Earl of Sh——7ry, 
Mr. L——w, the Lord Bo——ke, Mr. Secre- 
tary Add — , Mr. Con——ve, Dutcheſs of 
M—— gh, Counteſs of Ox-——4, and others. 

Printed for A. Betteſworth in Paternaſter Row ; 
G. Strahan in Cornhill ; F. Shuckborough, near 
the Temple in Fleet-ſtreet ; and W. Mears, at the 
Lamb in the Old Bailey. Price bound 7 5. 6 d. 


N.B. This is the Book which gave Occaſion to the 
ſeveral Papers and Pamphlets mention d in 


the following Letter to Mr. Ulrick D' pres. 


Juſt Publiſhed, 
The Fourth Edition of, 


A LIzTTEI to his Excellency Mr. Ulrick 
D' res, Chief Miniſter to the King of Sparta. 
In Anſwer to his Excellency's Two Epiſtles lately 
Publiſhed in the Daily Courant. With a Word 

or Two to the Hyp-Dofor, Mr. Oſborne, and 
Mr. Walſingbam; all Joint-Advocates for his 
Spartan Majeſty. By EusTact BupceLL Eſq 
Printed for V. Mears, at the Lamb in the 
Old Bailey. Price 1 5. | 
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Lately publiſhed, The SzconDd EpiTiON, 
(With the Effigies of his Lordſhip, curiouſly 
engraven by BARON) | 


Memoirs of the Life and Character of the 
late Earl of ORRERy, and of the Family of the 
BoyLes. Containing ſeveral curious Facts, and 
Pieces of Hiſtory, from the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, to the preſent Times: Extracted from Ori- 
 ginal Papers and Manuſcripts never yet printed. 
With two remarkable Speeches of the late Earl 
of Orrery's in the Houſe of Commons; one of 
which occaſioned his Duel with Mr. /——j{ : 
A particular Relation of his being committed 
cloſe Priſoner to the Tower for High-Treaſon ; a 
ſhort Account of his Controverſy with the learned 
Doctor Bentley; and ſome Select Letters of Phala- 
ris, the famous Sicilian Tyrant, tranſlated from 
the Greek, By EusTace BuDGELL £/q; 

Printed for V. Mears, at the Lamb in the Old 
Bailey. Price 45. 
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A Porm upon his is Majeſty s late ey 
wage. and Neu- Market. * By: EvsTacr 
BuvetLL Eſq. N 
To this New Edition is added ſome Obſer⸗ 
vat ions on the ſaid Pox M. By Caleb e 
of Gray Inn, Eſq; * 1 8 dne 
Printed for J. Wi Herd, behind the Chapter- 
Houſe, St. Paul” s Churcb. -Yard. 885 5 
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